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Central Indiana Cursillo Community 

 

Spring 2014 

“Christ is Counting on you!  And I……. 

Welcome to your new community of Cursillo Brothers and 
Sisters, who want to walk with you in your Fourth Day!  It is 
our dream that you will choose to join with us in bringing 
the Love of God, through Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit 
to every environment we walk in.  We are all striving to 
become an Authentic Christian, so that, we can actually be 
an Authentic Christian, Living an Authentic Christian 
Life.  We need the encouragement, love and forgiveness of 
each other, similar to what you should have experienced on 
this weekend, if we are to have any chance of fulfilling 

God’s dreams for us. 

Remember our Mission:  Make a Friend, be a Friend and 
bring your friends to Christ.  We are Disciples charged to 
help everyone God brings into our space experience His 

love, His forgiveness and His healing. 

Again I say Welcome! 

John Ameis 

Welcome to the 

New Cursillistas  
Como muchos de ustedes ya saben, los fines de semana 
de nuestro Primer Cursillo de Cristiandad en Español se 
celebrarán en el Centro de Retiros SonRise,en 6720 
Ridgeview Road, Anderson, IN 46013. El fin de semana de 
los hombres comenzará el Jueves, 8 de mayo y la clausura 
será el domingo, 11 de mayo. El fin de semana de las 
mujeres dará comienzo el Jueves 15 de Mayo y la clausura 
será el Domingo, 18 de mayo. Les pedimos que por favor 
oren por nuestros hermanos y hermanas asi como también 
sus Palancas de oracion son siempre bienvenidas, 
esperamos contar con su asistencia a la clausura de 
ambos, y será un gran evento ya que es nuestro primer 
Cursillo de Cristiandad en la zona central de Indiana. 
Pensé que podrían estar interesados en conocer los 
nombres de nuestros religiosos que servirán a estos 
primeros candidatos y equipos en Mayo: Arzobispo Joseph 
Tobin, Obispo Timothy Doherty, Monseñor Fr. Robert Sell, 
Fr. Jeff Martin, Fr. Mike McKinney – Director espiritual del 
CICC, Fr. Mauro Rodas, Fr.. Mark Walter, hermano Moisés 
Gutierrez, Diácono Domingo Castillo y el Diácono José 
Muñoz. 
Hemos realizado cuatro reuniones del equipo y tendremos 
seis más antes de los dos fines de semana. Nuestra 
emoción crece cada dia y el Espiritu Santo esta presente 
en cada paso que damos. 
  
Carlos Alatorre 
Director Laico LCICC 

Fines de 

semana de 

Cursillo Latino  
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From the Desk of  

Father Mike 

From the Desk of  

Father Glenn 

 A n y o n e 
who has attended 
an Easter Vigil 
k n o w s  t h e 
exhilaration and joy 
on the faces of 
those who have 
been fully initiated 
into the Catholic 
faith. Even better is 
their enthusiasm 

and ongoing excitement about the sacraments in the 
weeks and months afterwards. Having come to an adult 
understanding and made a conscious choice to follow 
Christ and engage in the life of the church, these 
converts often outshine us cradle Catholics (including 
me) who have lived the faith all our lives. That is why I 
never grow tired of being around them because it is like a 
new dose of the fire of Pentecost each time I am around 

them. 

 The gift of the Cursillo movement is that, in many 
ways, it is replicating this dynamic for already initiated 
adults. The genius of the movement is that when attend a 
closing, we re-experience our original Cursillo graces and 
are re-energized to live out our Fourth Day. Going to an 
Ultreya and hearing the witness of a fellow pilgrim in faith 
is meant to stir something inside of us to continue with a 
renewed strength to surrender to the Lord and share His 
love with others. A group reunion is not just to share the 
graces of our daily walk with Christ but to also give us a 

boost during those periods when our faith feels weaker. 

 I say this because especially at closings I see 
mostly those who come in support of those they know 
who are making their weekend. But closings are meant 
for ALL Cursillistas because our presence is not only to 
show the power of the community support to the 
candidates but for our own ongoing need to be renewed 
with energy to pray, to study, and to evangelize. If you 
are feeling like you are waning in your enthusiasm, 
rekindle that excitement through the glow of those new to 
the movement. After all, the best gift Christ gave is the 
church, and we all need each other in order to be 
steadfast in this earthly journey towards our heavenly 

destiny. 

Special congratulations to John 
Ameis, our outgoing Lay Director 
for all he has done and been to 
our movement.  Many more have 
become closer to Jesus Christ 
because of John and all those who 
h a v e  b e e n  a  p a r t  o f 

Cursillo.  Wow!   
 

Also, God bless Beth Doran for 
answer ing  God 's  ca l l  to 
leadership.  May our God continue to bless Beth and the 
whole Secretariat with His wisdom and love.  Thanks to all of 

you. 
 

With some sadness that we move from our "home" at St. 
Bernadette's - many thanks to Tom Bogeschutz for his 
hospitality.  Many wonderful Cursillos have happened there - 

many stories also will be remembered for years to come. 
 

After a long cold winter, it was nice to have our last two 
spring Cursillos at St. Bernadette.  Many thanks to the Teams 

and Candidates - what a wonderful blessing all of you are. 
 

And most importantly, as we approach the Paschal Mystery, 
let us all celebrate with gratitude to God for many blessings 
that Cursillo in Central and Southern Indiana has been for our 

church. 
 

God bless all of you! 
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As many of you know, 
my term as Lay Director 
for the CICC will be 
completed on June 1st, 
2014.  The Secretariat 
has selected Beth 
Doran as our new Lay 
Director beginning in 

June. 

These past four years 
have been a wonderful 
experience, especially watching the Holy Spirit provide the 
leaders, their leadership, His Love, His Grace, His 

Wisdom, the energy and His Friendship to our community. 

We have been blessed and we are very thankful!!!   I have 
spent more time in prayers of thanksgiving than any other 

type of prayer over the past year or two. 

I know that all of you here and throughout the Cursillo 
Community will look after Beth as she moves forward.  We 
are so pleased to have her as our new Lay Director.  IF 
you do not know her yet, you will see why we are so 

pleased, as you begin to work with her.  

My plan is to remain on the Secretariat as the Latino 
Outreach Chairman.  The primary role, of this position, will 
be to work with Carlos Alatorre and Deacon Domingo 
Castillo to continue the development and training of our 
Latino Leadership, until they feel comfortable managing 
the business end of Cursillo.  We have been making great 

progress, thanks be to God! 

Thanks a million for all of your love, your support and your 

prayers! 

May God continue to bless all of you, your families and 

your ministries!!! 

God love you, because I sure do!!! 

John Ameis 

Note from the CICC  
Lay Director  

Note from the LCICC 
Lay Director 

As many of you know, we are 
having our first Latino Cursillo 
Weekends in Espanol.  They 
will be held at the SonRise 
Retreat Center, 6720 Ridgeview 

Road, Anderson, IN 46013. 

The Men’s Weekend will begin 
on Thursday, May 8th and the 
closing will be on Sunday, May 
11th.  The Women’s Weekend 
will begin on Thursday, May 15th 

and the closing will be on Sunday, May 18th. 

We ask you to please support our Latino Brothers and 
Sisters with Prayer and Palanca and by attending the 

closings for Cursillos #1 in central Indiana. 

I thought you might be interested in knowing the names of 
our religious who will be serving these first candidates and 

teams in May: 

Archbishop Joseph Tobin,  Bishop Timothy Doherty, 
Monsignor Robert Sell, Fr. Jeff Martin, Fr. Mike McKinney 
– Spiritual Director for CICC, Fr. Mauro Rodas, Fr. Mark 
Walter, Brother Moises Gutierrez, Deacon Domingo 

Castillo and Deacon Jose Munoz. 

We have held four Team Meetings to date, and will have 
six more prior to the weekends.  Our excitement is 
building and the Holy Spirit has been with us during 

formation.  

 

Carlos Alatorre 

Lay Director - LCICC 

Secretaría Español  
Spiritual Advisor Deacon Castillo  765-506-3968 

Lay Director LCICC Carlos Alatorre  317-441-7870  latino@cursillo-cicc.org 

Communications Elena Rivera  317-833-8120  rickena2012@comcast.net 

Lay Director  CICC & John Ameis   317-438-2364  laydirector@cursillo-cicc.org 

     Latino Outreach 
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We thought it would go on forever. Cursillo at St. Bernadette’s. We had prayed that God would show us a place to hold our weekends, a 
place better suited to our resources than the Benedictine Center. 

 And we had known the Benedictine Center, while ideal, was temporary. Just as Alverna Retreat House had been temporary, and 
St. Joseph’s church had been temporary. Somehow we knew that all these places were leading us to a permanent home. 

 And then, there it was, an old church and 
school in an old part of the city, the classrooms long 
empty and the church holding onto an aging and 
diminishing congregation. 

 It was by no means perfect. After all, it was a 
church and a school, not a retreat center. For the first 
few weekends everyone had to make the arduous 
climb to a crowded anteroom behind the church altar 
to take a shower. Those who made the effort 
remember pathetic water pressure and mind-numbing 
blasts of icy water. 

 Later installation of showers in the restrooms 
eliminated the trek behind the altar but did nothing to 
improve the water pressure or temperature. Secretariat 
members, meanwhile, spent hours building lockers to 
store weekend materials. 

 During the first women’s weekend the candidates slept in classrooms while the team sacked out in sleeping bags on the gym 
floor. Virlee Weaver remembers the snoring bouncing off the walls so loudly that she and Lillian Grizinski moved into the sacristy to find 
a few hours sleep. 

 The weekends began in earnest, and the Cursillo community pitched in. Except for a short period when experimental guidelines 
from the National Secretariat restricted participation, Cusillistas served every meal and washed up afterward. Palanca rolled in from far 
and wide. 

 Still, there were problems. The kitchen equipment, installed around the time of Vatican II, presented the kitchen chas with a 
long precession of obstinate and infuriating failures. More than once the cooking crew checked on dinner as the strains of De Colores 
announced the arrival of 60-plus hungry candidates and team only to discover uncooked lasagna in a cold oven. 

 The original beds were mean spirited and torturous, a condition resolved when Lay Director Dick Shriver discovered a local 
motel willing to donate its old beds during a remodeling project. Truckloads of gently used mattresses and box springs rolled into the St. 
Bernadette parking lot while crews of Cursillistas horsed the new bunks up the stairs and into the classrooms. 

 The building had no elevator either, making it difficult for the disabled to attend weekends. In spite of team willingness to carry 
someone up and down stairs, the problem was real and persistent. The cost of installing an elevator was prohibitive. 

 Then there was the roof. It started with a few minor leaks, an annoying drip here and there. Soon, however, it became a flood, 
and team members spent hours rigging chutes of plastic to the ceilings to direct the water to waiting buckets. 

 By now of course, we had a deeply personal and vested interest in the health of St. Bernadette. Working with the church, we 
mailed a fundraising letter to every Cursillista asking for a contribution to help pay for a new roof. The response was nothing short of 
miraculous. Thousands of dollars rolled in and a new roof was installed. The future of St. Bernadette’s was secured. 

 Or so we thought. A year ago fire destroyed the aging convent next door. The nuns who lived there were moved to new 
quarters. The building was razed and grass grew up where it had stood. The Archdiocese reassessed the church and school and realized 
nothing could stop the advancing years and the ravages of time.  Women’s weekend 100 and Men’s 111 would be the last at St. 
Bernadette’s. 

 We have new quarters for future weekends now, a finer facility than any we’ve known before. In this new place men and women 
will continue to make a friend, be a friend and bring a friend to Christ. Our Lord’s movement will grow and reach out to a hungry world. 

 Still, for the hundreds who traipsed up and down the front and rear stairs, braved the balky showers, fought drowsiness in an 

overheated Rollo room, gazed wistfully at a painted portrait of Jennifer Jones from the movie, “The Song of Bernadette,” embraced new 

friends in a makeshift chapel, stood astounded when the doors of the dining room burst open to the strains of DeColores, and who 

marched proudly into the church to be welcomed by a loving Cursillo community, St. Bernadette’s will always be a place of grace, love 

and transformation.  

--by Ward  Degler 

Remembering St. Bernadette’s Retreat Center 
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I wanted to share my thoughts of my beloved St Bernadette Church and Retreat Center.  We began our love affair in 

1995 with Cursillo #58.  I came to my Cursillo with absolutely no expectations.  I just knew that my husband, Rick, had 

attended a Cursillo a couple of weeks before and he was excited for me to go and promised to take care of our girls and 

the house and for me to have a great time. 

When my sponsor, Diane Goffinet, and I drove up all I saw was a fairly aging church and what looked like an old school.  

I spent most of the weekend wondering why I was there, when finally on Sunday morning, I realized that what I wanted, 

what I needed was community.  We had moved away from family and friends and while I worked full-time and ‘attended 

church’ I didn’t have that core group of friends who would love us, take care of us and be there for us.  St. Bernadette’s 

became my safe place, my place where I finally found that God loved me no matter what.   I found the community I had 

been looking for. 

Then a couple of years later, I was asked to work my first team.  I was placed in the kitchen – an assignment that my 

husband felt I wouldn’t enjoy – but I loved it and I met a friend back in 1997 that I still love today.  We travel together, we 

talk on the phone, we get together for meals, and to be community for each other.  We have served on many, many 

teams together – usually in the kitchen. Once again, St. Bernadette’s gave me a treasure, my friend, Sharon Bahler. 

Every time I get close to St. Bernadette’s at first I am excited to be HOME.  And, once I am there, a peace comes over 

me that I don’t experience anywhere else.  The kitchen is a pain to deal with, sometimes the ovens don’t heat, the 

griddle only cooks on one half of the top, the showers can be the wildest ride you may take in a while – hot then cold, 

and then hot again, with people yelling ‘I am going to flush!’  But, I love that old building. 

Rick and I were blessed to be on many teams and were able to experience many weekends.  Each weekend was very 

different from the last, but what stayed the same was the ‘grand old lady’ who lovingly welcomed us each time.  We 

experienced many, many closings and loved each one.  We watched many; many candidates who became Cursillistas 

grow in their love for God and His beloved people. 

Seven years ago, after struggling with lung cancer for five years, Rick passed away.  At his viewing and at his funeral 

over a hundred (with no exaggeration) of our fellow cursillistas from all over the Indianapolis and Lafayette Dioceses 

came to be with us, to grieve with us, and to share wonderful, ‘Rick’ stories – once again, I experienced community. 

The weekend after Rick’s funeral was the Men’s Weekend.  I had a hard time deciding whether to go to the closing.  But, 

so many of Rick’s friends were on that team, that I felt the need to go.  Once again, my heart was beating pretty hard 

when I drove into that beloved parking lot, this time would be different, Rick would not be there.   Could I do this? 

Of course, I could, that wonderful old building wrapped me in her love, in the love of God’s people, in familiar smells, and 

the peace came back.  I know Rick was there cheering on the team and candidates. 

This past Sunday, I attended what could 

be the last closing at St. Bernadette’s.  My 

prayer is that they can do some 

renovations that would allow her to again 

welcome the Cursillo Community back 

into her loving arms.  But no matter what, 

St Bernadette’s will always remain in my 

heart as the place that I finally found that 

God loved ME, I found that community I 

needed, I found so many friends who love 

me and who I love.  St. Bernadette’s will 

always be a special home to me and to 

many others who love that grand old 

building.  May she be blessed in whatever 

comes her way and may she know she is 

loved, respected and held in awe for all 

the people who found exactly what they needed within her walls! 

May God bless you St. Bernadette’s.  I Thank you and I love you.  ~~by Sandy Neidigh 

Sweet Memoires of St. Bernadette’s Retreat Center  
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Kindling the Fire 

C entral Indiana 

Cursillo had its last 

hurrah at St. Bernadettes 

after 100 women’s and 110 

men’s Cursillo weekends 

over some 50 years. Before 

moving on to the spacious 

and fresh new site in 

Anderson, we had one last 

uplifting weekend at St. 

Bernadette’s, the Men’s 

Cursillo #111. We had 23 

nervous candidates arrive Thursday night somewhat apprehensive about what was in store for the 

next three days. They were greeted by 26 laymen, one special priest named Mauro Rodas, and a 

surprise visit by the Holy Spirit throughout the weekend. The theme of the weekend was “Here I am 

Lord” and represented how God is always calling out to each of us, how we might hear His call, and 

how we might respond affirmingly to His call. Four little, one syllable words but one profound call to 

action! The team had answered His call when they said “yes” to be on team; now our job was to 

“prepare the way” for each candidate to hear His call sometime on the weekend and be ready to 

respond “yes, here I am, Lord!” To help us “prepare the way” we called upon the Holy Spirit to help 

us bear the fruits of the Holy Spirit in our words and more importantly our actions. We went so far 

to make this as visible to us and them that we named our tables after them; i.e. Christ’ table of 

Kindness, Patience, Generosity, Piety, Self-Control. Joy, Love and Peace, and Christ’ table of 

Goodness (the Kitchen Chas.) 

Our Spiritual Director opened our eyes to see Jesus and hear His call when he presented calming, 

descriptive meditations from scripture with practical application to our lives. We were visited by 

Priests named Fr. Phil Bowers, Fr. Joe Moriarty, and Fr. Todd Riebe 

who helped us understand the many aspects of God’s Grace and our 

Holy Sacraments of the church. 

The candidates and the team agreed in one united voice that the 

weekend had brought them closer to Christ; had provided tools to 

be better Christian men, fathers, husbands, sons, brothers, co-

workers and neighbors; and had refreshed their spirit with peace 

and joy. 

 --Bill Bahler, Rector 
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Women’s Weekend #100 

Men’s Weekend #111 

O ur theme for the weekend was Full of Grace 

and the fullness of HIS grace was ever so 

present. We shared the greatest gift together all 

weekend, HIS love. We beheld our Mother, Mary and 

her tender virtues were upon each and every one of us. 

We beheld her Son, the fruit of her womb, Jesus. Blessed is the fruit that took root on this weekend 

flourishing us with love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and 

self- control through Jesus, with Jesus, and in Jesus. 

The love of Christ was deeply present and united us all together in perfect unity. The blessing of 

being among women and a priest was a heaven on earth experience. We spent four days together 

united in one love, pulsating within HIS most sacred heart and her most Immaculate heart. It was a 

heavenly slumber party with JESUS 

and MARY…. 

I will forever hold each team 

member and candidate in my heart 

and prayers, a love so deeply 

profound. GOD’s love is so 

amazing. 

Philippians 1:3-11 is exactly how I 

feel. I am deeply grateful for each 

of you and for HIS love that 

brought us all together. This is the 

thanksgiving prayer for each of 

you, “I thank my God every time I 

remember you and all my prayers for each of you. I always pray with joy because of your 

partnership in the Gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that he who began a 

good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. It is right for me to feel 

this way about each of you since I have you in my heart and whether I am in chains or defending or 

confirming the Gospel each of you share in God’s grace with me. God can testify how I long for each 

of you with the affection of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer; that your love may abound more 

and more in knowledge and depth of insight so that you may be able to discern what is best and 

may be pure and blameless in the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes 

through Jesus Christ-to the glory and praise to God almighty”. 

Our weekend was heaven on earth overflowing with HIS love and grace. All the praise and glory to 

God, our Father.      --Kerry Schlimgen, Rectora 
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Cursillistas Men’s #111 

Candidates 
John Stapleton    Holy Name of Jesus, Indianapolis, IN 

Eric Slaughter    Holy Rosary, Indianapolis, IN 

John Mickelson   Our Lady of Grace, Noblesville, IN 

Peter Santerre     Our Lady of Grace, Noblesville, IN 

James Kolstad    Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Carmel, IN 

Ricardo Aguirre   Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Carmel, IN 

Vince Claps    Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Carmel, IN 

William Helbing   Sacred Heart of Jesus, Cicero, IN 

John Schuler    St. Alphonsus Ligouri, Zionsville, IN 

Robert McMahon   St. Ann Church & Shrine, Lafayette, IN 

Frank May    St. Boniface, Lafayette, IN 

Chris Tragesser   St. John the Baptist, Tipton, IN 

Rex Craig    St. John the Baptist, Tipton, IN 

Robert Durbin    St. Joseph, Delphi, IN 

Jeffery Newman   St. Joseph, Lebanon, IN 

Jeremiah Bean    St. Jude, Indinapolis, IN 

Sean Mahoney    St. Louis de Montifort, Fishers, IN 

Sam LeStourgeon   St. Luke, Indianapolis, IN 

Michael Pirnat    St. Maria Goretti, Westfield, IN 

Adam Yovanovich   St Matthew, Indianapolis, IN 

Joseph Conway   St. Monica, Indianapolis, IN 

John Sanders    St. Roch, Indianapolis, IN 

Ronald Maxson   St. Susanna, Plainfield, IN 

 

Team 
Jerry Jacobs    Holy Angels, Indianapolis, IN 

Bill Bahler    Holy Spirit at Geist, Fishers, IN 

Bill Martin    Holy Spirit at Geist, Fishers, IN 

Fr. Mauro Rodas   Our Lady of the Greenwood, Greenwood, IN 

Mike Nulph    Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Carmel, IN 

Tim Parmer    Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Carmel, IN 

Ervin Gulley    Sacred Heart of Jesus, Indianapolis, IN 

Dan Senese    St. Andrew, Richmond, IN 

Greg Wissel    St. Andrew, Richmond, IN 

Scott Davis    St. Andrew, Richmond, IN 

Chuck Brunnell   St. Boniface, Lafayette, IN 

Deacon Mike Gray   St. Boniface, Lafayette, IN 

Sam Brummett    St. Boniface, Lafayette, IN 

Tim Hays    St. Francis Zavier, Attica, IN 

Joe Rice    St. John the Baptist, Tipton, IN 

Bill DeMaree    St. John Vianney, Fishers, IN 

Mike LeCuyer    St. John Vianney, Fishers, IN 

Dave Doran    St. Joseph, Lebanon, IN 

Mark Scheller    St. Joseph, Lebanon, IN 

Mark Mader    St. Louis de Montfort, Fishers, IN 

Corky Aiken    St. Maria Goretti, Westfield, IN 

Mick Mirande    St. Maria Goretti, Westfield, IN 

Matt Schlimgen   St. Simon the Apostle, Indianapolis, IN 

Paul Burger    St. Simon the Apostle, Indianapolis, IN 

RJ Salewicz    St. Simon the Apostle, Indianapolis, IN 

Steve Schilling    St. Simon, Indianapolis, IN 
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Cursillistas Women’s #100 

Candidates 
Barbara Martin    All Saints, Logansport, IN 

Judith Eppich    Good Shepherd, Indianapolis, IN 

Bonnie Carr    Holy Name of Jesus, Indianapolis, IN 

Diane Alig    Holy Name of Jesus, Indianapolis, IN 

Lynn McPhillips   Holy Name of Jesus, Indianapolis, IN 

Margaret Lamott   Holy Name of Jesus, Indianapolis, IN 

Margaret Stapleton   Holy Name of Jesus, Indianapolis, IN 

Bernadette Huber   Our Lady of Grace, Noblesville, IN 

Nancy Connor    St. Ann, Lafayette, IN 

Sandra McMahan   St. Ann, Lafayette, IN 

Anita Kerrigan    St. Francis of Assisi, Muncie, IN 

Beth Lang    St. Francis of Assisi, Muncie, IN 

Toni Jo Waganor   St. John the Baptist, Tipton, IN 

Andreina Healy   St. John Vianney, Fishers, IN 

Barbara Tomaszewski   St. John Vianney, Fishers, IN 

Mary Jo Richards   St. John Vianney, Fishers, IN 

Michelle Solomito   St. John Vianney, Fishers, IN  

Patricia Durbin    St Joseph, Delphi, IN 

Evelyn Keller    St. Jude, Indianapolis, IN 

Joanne Bean    St. Jude, Indianapolis, IN 

Jennifer Mahoney   St. Louis de Montfort, Fishers, IN 

Caroline Cundiff   St. Maria Goretti, Westfield, IN 

Jennifer Bedusek   St. Maria Goretti, Westfield, IN 

Linda Carde    St. Mark the Evangelist, Indianapolis, IN 

Theresa Neff    St. Matthew, Indianapolis, IN 

Nancy Davenport   St. Roch, Indianapolis, IN 

Ashley Hyre    St. Simon the Apostle, Indianapolis, IN 

Sheila Hussey    St. Simon the Apostle, Indianapolis, IN 

Sally Czyzewski   St. Susanna, Plainfield, IN 

 

Team 
Sr. Mo Mangen   Fatima Retreat House, Indianapolis, IN 

Theresa Brandon   Holy Name of Jesus, Indianapolis, IN  

Jane Maher    Holy Rosary, Indianapolis, IN 

Sharon Bahler    Holy Spirit at Geist, Fishers, IN 

Suzie Funke    Holy Spirit at Geist, Fishers, IN 

Sue Kuphall    Holy Spirit at Geist, Fishers, IN 

Susie Shereda    Holy Spirit at Geist, Fishers, IN 

Linda Swindell    Holy Spirit at Geist, Fishers, IN 

Sr. Cathy Anne Lepore   Our Lady of Grace Monastery, Beech Grove, IN 

Kathy Bochenek   Our Lady of Carmel, Carmel, IN 

Maribeth Shewmaker   Our Lady of Carmel, Carmel, IN 

Von Keech    St. Anne, Lafayette, IN 

Sandy LaBarbera   St. Bartholomew, Columbus, IN 

Sandy Neidigh    St. Bartholomew, Columbus, IN 

Barb Bunnell    St Boniface, Lafayette, IN 

Kathy Kaler    St. Jude, Indianapolis, IN 

Karla Kinkade    St. Louis de Montfort, Fishers, IN 

Cathy Gorman    St. Maria Goretti, Westfield, IN 

Michelle Stark    St. Matthew, Indianapolis, IN 

Ellen Sanders    St. Monica, Indianapolis, IN 

Linda Battiato    St. Simon, Indianapolis, IN 

Sylvia Brothers    St. Simon, Indianapolis, IN 

Jennifer Burger    St. Simon, Indianapolis, IN 

Mindy Herman    St. Simon, Indianapolis, IN 

Helen Hochstetler   St. Simon, Indianapolis, IN 

Bridgid Hughbanks   St. Simon, Indianapolis, IN 

Jen Keller    St. Simon, Indianapolis, IN 

Geri Neu    St. Simon, Indianapolis, IN 

Kerry Schlimgen   St. Simon, Indianapolis, IN 

Mary Timberman   St. Simon, Indianapolis, IN 
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Region IV Spring Encounter 

Benedict Inn Retreat and Conference Center 

Beech Grove, Indiana 

April 4-6, 2014 
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A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

The Joy of the 
Gospel : 

The New Evangelization 

for the Transmission of the 

Christian Faith 

 

The Spring Encounter began Friday 

night with keynote address from 

Father Alex Warakasa, National 

Spiritual Advisor, from Knoxville, 

Tennessee (A.), followed by several 

presenters on Saturday.  Pat 

Williams from Radcliff, Kentucky 

(B.) gave an introduction to the Joy 

of Evangelization.  Angie Feltz from  

Maryville, Indiana (C.) spoke on the 

Church’s Missionary 

Transformations.  Bruce 

Bonenberger from Evansville, 

Indiana (D.) spoke on the 

Challenges Facing the New 

Evangelization in Today’s World.  

Celcilia Hamilton from Owensboro, 

Kentucky presented the 

Temptations Faced by all Pastoral 

Workers in Spreading the Joy of the 

Gospel. 

REGION IV 
Covington, KY 

Louisville, KY 

Evansville, IN 

Central Indiana (CICC), IN 

Nashville, TN 

Memphis, TN 

Cincinnati, OH 

St. Louis, MO 

Knoxville, TN 

Mount St. Francis, IN 

Belleville, IL 

Owensboro, KY 

Evansville, IN 

Little Rock, AR 

Springfield, MO 
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Our Palanca 
James 5:16 tells us, “Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you 
may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.”  
 
1 Timothy 2:1 says, “I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be 
made for all people.”  
 
Here we find the very essence of Palanca in Sacred Scripture. I imagine that every Cursillista 
treasures their original weekend experience. One of the most treasured experiences for me was 
when I began to understand the Mystical Body of Christ through receiving Palanca. Friends and 
family, along with our brothers and sisters around the world, send these beautiful "love letters" (as I 
call them). What a deeply moving experience it was to read that people in South Africa, Uruguay, 
and Brazil (to name a few), were praying that my heart and the hearts of all those attending the 
weekend might be transformed. These people were making sacrifices for complete strangers, all for 
their love of God our Father. It moved me so much that I eventually became the Palanca 
Coordinator for Central Indiana Cursillo Community. I am blessed to have the opportunity to print the 
domestic and international Palanca for each weekend. On average, I receive these "love letters" 
from over 100 cities around the world, including approximately 15 countries and 25 states in the US. 
I continue to be touched by the love, prayers and sacrifices that are offered in an effort to build the 
kingdom of God. 
 
I also send a Palanca letter to the multiple Cursillo 
weekends throughout the world on behalf of the 
Central Indiana Cursillo Community. There are 
Cursillos retreats held almost every weekend of the 
year, sometimes as many as 50 in one weekend! 
You can see when and where these weekends are 
being held on the national website http://
www.cursillo.org/palanca/. This serves as a reminder 
for all of us to perform Palanca every week for the 
benefit of the souls of our brothers and sisters 
everywhere, not just here in Central Indiana.  I have 
included a copy of the letter that I send below 
 
I leave you with a line from one of my favorite songs 
…"God put a million doors in the world for His love to 
walk through...one of these doors is you!" 
 
May God bless you and your families! 
 
Kelly Griffis 
Cursillo #96 
Table of Jesus the Wonderful Counselor 

http://www.cursillo.org/palanca/
http://www.cursillo.org/palanca/
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   It will be a Day of Celebration, filled 
with inspiration and fellowship. 
Presenters will speak their words of 
remembrance in regard to their Cursillo 
experience. They will educate us on 
the history of our Central Indiana 
Movement by simply giving us their up-
close-and-personal account. Finally, 
they will be sharing their faith walk with 
us, telling of how they have lived their 
Cursillo and their Fourth Day, right up 
to the present time. 

   These inspirational speakers will 
represent each decade of our 
movement.  We will also be blessed 
with intermittent short witnesses from 
participants, of Cursillo weekends 
throughout the years, dating back to 
the late sixties, and early seventies. 

   We will sing to the glory of God, 
giving thanks for His movement among 
us, with music provided by Tony 
Avellana, Cursillista and Contemporary 
Christian Musician.  We will eat and 
drink together, sharing two meals. 
Lunch will be provided at 11:30 am, 
and a carry-in dinner will take place at 
6:30 pm, thanks to Cursillistas Bill and 
Nancy Halsema. We will receive Our 
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament of the 
altar at two Masses (Saturday morning 
Mass at 10:00 am and the Sunday 
liturgy on Saturday evening at 5:30 
pm).  Bishop Timothy Doherty will 
celebrate the 10:00 am Mass with us, 
and Fr. Glenn O’Conner, Spiritual 
Director for the CICC, will celebrate the 
5:30 pm Vigil Mass, along with other 

priests and deacons from both 
dioceses concelebrating. Father Keith 
Hosey, who served on Women’s 
Weekend #1, will be with us for the 
entire day.  And we have also received 
commitments from Fr. Rick Ginther, Fr. 
Phil Bowers, Deacon Mike Gray, and 
Sister Maureen Mangus.  We are 
confident that we will have many more 
Religious in attendance, based on the 
early returns. 

   To add to the experience, we have 
scanned all of the Men’s and Women’s 
Weekend Rosters and Photographs in 
order to provide a visual tour of our 
CICC history.  The photos will be 
displayed, as a slide show on big 
screens, throughout the day of 
celebration. Come!  Let us take you 
back to that pivotal moment in your 
faith journey. 

   Then, Onward! Ultreya will begin at 
7:30 pm, the evening of August 9th, to 
end our Day of Celebration.  Our 
Witness Speaker will inspire us by 
sharing what God is doing today, 
through Cursillo, and will give us hope 
for the future of our movement. 

   This will be a day you won’t want to 
miss!  Reporters from The Criterion 
and The Catholic Moment will be 
present, taking pictures and writing 
about the experience, but your 
opportunity for a first-hand account will 
make reading those articles much 
more meaningful, because “you were 
there”! 

   Make the day special!  Commit to 
being there by sending us your 
reservation.  Rectors and Rectoras, let 
us know that you will be bringing us 
the Banners and/or the Paintings by 
Ward Deglar, from your Weekend. 
Anyone who has Picture Posters of 
Weekends past, let us know and we’ll 
make room to display them. 

  We have all of the Rosters from our 
50 years of Cursillo in Central Indiana, 
however, we are still looking for the 
following Weekend Photos … please 
check to see if you have any of these 
photos, and allow us to scan them for 
our slide presentation. 

Women’s:  

2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 16, 
17, 22, 28, 29, 31,32, 43, 46, 47, 
48, 50, 54, 56, 57, 58, 59 

Men’s:  

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 
15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 24, 25, 
30, 36, 44, 59, 61       

   For further information and/or to 
volunteer to help, Contact Us: 

Rob and Anjie Reuzenaar 

3940 Pasadena Drive, Lafayette, IN 
47905 

 Phone: 765-414-8288      

Email: 
Ruznarsr1withGOD@comcast.net 

 

Plan to Join Us!  

Saturday August 9th 2014  
St. Susanna Parish, Plainfield, IN 

50th Anniversary 
Central Indiana Cursillo  

mailto:Ruznarsr1withGOD@comcast.net
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Secretariat and Sub-Committees 
Spiritual Advisor, Indpls.  Fr. Glenn O'Connor 317-407-0755 spiritualdirector-indianapolis@cursillo-cicc.org 

Spiritual Advisor, Lafayette Fr. Mike McKinney 574-722-4080 spiritualdirector-lafayette@cursillo-cicc.org 

Lay Director   John Ameis   317-438-2364 laydirector@cursillo-cicc.org 

Assit Lay Director  Sandy Neidigh  317-379-4568 assistantlaydirectorindy@cursillo-cicc.org  

Assit Lay Director  Mark Scheller  317-733-4184 assistantlaydirectorlafayette@cursillo-cicc.org  

Treasurer   Marty Van der Burgt 765-935-6516 treasurer@cursillo-cicc.org 

Secretary   Beth Doran   765-891-2704 secretary@cursillo-cicc.org  

Pre-Cursillo   Mary Kathleen Jacobs 317-222-9215 precursillo@cursillo-cicc.org  

Cursillo-Three Days  Gary DeCastro  317-260-7300 3day@cursillo-cicc.org  

Post Cursillo   Tim Hays   765-762-3316 postcursillo@cursillo-cicc.org  

School of Leaders  Ellen Sanders  317-797-2157 pilgrimspath@cursillo-cicc.org  

Parish Coordinators  Frank Slusser   574-721-3271 parishcoordinator@cursillo-cicc.org 

Website Manager  Tony Avellana   317-281-4482 info@cursillo-cicc.org 

Prayer Network   Maureen Totleben 317-752-3508  prayer@cursillo-cicc.org 

Director of Music  Tony Avellana   317-281-4482 music@cursillo-cicc.org  

Men’s Closings   Tom Labarbera   317-378-0836 closing@cursillo-cicc.org  

Women’s Closing  Anjie Reuzenaar    765-427-6789   closing@cursillo-cicc.org  

Weekend Palanca  Stew Baxter  317-873-1825 weekendprayerchain@cursillo-org 

Palanca   Kelly Griffis   765-412-3850 palanca@cursillo-cicc.org  

Communications  Molly Sanders  317-859-9363 communications@cursillo-cicc.org 

     & Voice Editor 

Become More Involved in the Cursillo Movement! 
Volunteers are Needed! 

Christ is counting on you to spread the message of Cursillo.  The coming year is going to be exciting with 

several weekends, reunions and ultreyas.  This year the Central Indiana Cursillo Community will be 

celebrating 50 years of Cursillo in central Indiana.  There is so much work to do! 

Are you a Kingdom Builder?   

We know at Cursillo we can do all things through God who strengthens us!  If you have a talent/gift that 

you'd like to share with us in building the Central Indiana Cursillo Community, please fill out the form 

below.  God is so good and has blessed us with so many good things.  Thank you in advance for your 

love, support and prayers!  

Cursillo Preparation 

Team Member 

Kitchen/Cook Assistant 

Spring Reunion 

Fall Reunion 

Ultreya 

School of Leaders 

Parish Coordinator 

Music Ministry 

Communications 

Writer 

Photographer 

Videographer 

Fundraising 

Translators 

Set Up/Break Down Events 

Help in any Capacity 

EMAIL:  info@cursillo-cicc.org 
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Sponsorship Support Program 

 

$1000 + Lay Director's Circle 

St. Joseph Agency 

Anonymous 

Our Lady of Grace, Noblesville 

$500 - $999 Ambassadors of Cursillo 

Erv Gulley Friendship Group 

David Shepler 

$250 - $499 Supporters of Cursillo 

Beth Doran 

Joseph and Sharon Olson 

Kamie Redinbo 

$50 - $249 Friends of Cursillo 

Bill Ried 

James Sullivan 

Amy Smith 

Leslie Miskowiec 

Ellem Sanders 

Sharon Bahler 

Shawna Davis 

Nicole Davies 

Ann Stankiewicz 

Frank and Beth Slusser 

Paula Saul 

Ernesto Carrasco 

Bob and Sue Degitz 

Therese Brandon 

Thank you!  Your contributions 

are essential to the CICC 

continuing ministry.  

Remember, Christ is Counting 

on YOU! 

We would like to give a heartfelt thank you 
to the St. Bernadette Parish Community for 
the many years of opening up their parish 
home.  We will never forget our many 
weekends that we shared together and we 
will always hold those memories close to our 
hearts.  We thank you for your support 
through many challenges.  The Holy Spirit is 
strong within you and we are humbled to be 
graced by your spirit and your mission to 
service. De Colores! 

Central Indiana Cursillo Community 

 

Latino Spring - 

Valentina Gutierrez and Carlos Alatorre 

English Fall -  

Paula Stahl and Vince Kinkade  
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We are all called, as Baptized Catholics, to Evangelize our Environments.  I would like to 
encourage you to make a habit of doing the following: 

1.   Make a list of people you know, whom you would like to touch with the love of Jesus – they could be 
family, friends, parishioners, business associates etc.  Periodically update your list. 

2.   Pray for them every day. 

3.   Talk to God about them before you talk to them about God. 

4.   Take care of your own relationship with God, be committed to Piety, Study and Action.  Feed you mind 
and heart every day. 

5.   Live the message you want to send them and encourage them to sincerely seek God, by your example. 

6.   Bring them to Christ, gently, over time, and even plan to eventually sponsor them to make a Cursillo, if 
warranted. 

7.   The world is hungry for God, let us all help to feed the world. 

8.   If we are not the hands and feet of Jesus, then who will serve His Children? 

Sponsorship  by John Ameis 

What has our Group been doing these CRAZY winter months? 
 
It has been good and eye opening to look back over these “crazy” winter months.  In doing so, some of the things we are 
doing daily is taken for granted but in assessing the situation – much has been accomplished. 

 
PRAYER - Two fellow groupies and their spouses' journey through their 
Chemo treatments and recovery are supported in prayer, thought and 
visits.   God in His goodness has allowed one couple to be able to go to 
Rome for the Canonizations of the two Popes and the other couple is 
planning a trip to the Grand Cayman Islands.  WOW – God is GOOD!   
Prayers Go UP and Blessings Come DOWN. 
 
STUDY -   Each has done their own study projects as the Holy Spirit 
has directed and needs have risen.  The tools each has learned are 
shared to enrich and deepen the knowledge of our Lord’s work in their 
lives and how they have grown closer to Our Lord.  GROWTH - Great 
things are not done by impulse but a series of small things brought 
together. 
 

ACTION – Our groupies are highly involved in the St Vincent de Paul Ministry At our church, gathering food, setting up 
and distributing the Goods each month.  One of our group’s co-workers suffered a house fire in which they lost 
everything.  Members of our group collected items to send that family to aide them in being reestablished.  Another 
couple from our group reunion was coordinators and speakers of a 3-day Retreat for farmers and their spouses.  
Through the prayers of our group and God’s assistance, it was a great success.   March for Life in Washington DC 
stirred a member into action this past January.  The weather was cold, snowy & blustery but enthusiasm was high and 
hearts were warm with enthusiasm as the March proceeded on the Capitol.  Alone we do so little, together we can do so 
much. 
 
What has YOUR Group done during these CRAZY winter months?  More than your think and realize. Give your 
Groupies a BIG “pat on the back”.  You will find, I am sure, that much has been accomplished.  It is ALL Good!  It is ALL 
is AMAZING to see what God has done and is doing through every one of us.   
Give God a BIG Thank You from the depths of your heart. 

By Beth Doran 
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     What does it take to make Cursillo happen in Central Indiana and the surrounding areas? Would you 

believe approximately $60,000!   

     In the fall of 2014, we are moving to a new location, which will also bring new expenses. Since we 

will not be at a Catholic site, we will need to provide our own supplies. Items such as the Third Edition of 

the Roman Missal, a Lectionary, Holy Vessels, and other items needed for Mass. Also supplies for 

Stations of the Cross, the Rosary, and other activities. We will also need to identify a new storage 

location and containers for those supplies.   Additionally, the rent of the facility will be higher and the 

cost of the cha and kitchen may see an increase as well.  Thus, I believe we need additional funds 

through donations or fund raising events to sustain our movement and not raise the weekend fees 

through this transition and into the immediate future. 

     Currently our cash balance is about $15,000. This allows us to have the cash flow to sustain our 

monthly activities and bills, and to float the weekend expenses until fees and donations at the closings 

are collected. While this is a comfortable balance at this time, it will not sustain us long into the future if 

we do not find ways to raise additional funds through fund raising activities (which we have not 

previously done) or continued donations from our Cursillistas. 

     In the past, our $36,000 budget was adequate with funding of $26,000 raised from weekend fees, 

closing collections, and reunion ultreyas – assuming we have full weekend participation, and the 

remaining $10,000 comes through non-solicited donations from people like you.   

     However, our Hispanic outreach adds an additional $24,000.  The CICC is currently relying on a grant 

from the Diocese of Lafayette and the generosity of the Archdiocese of Indianapolis. However, it is 

important to know and understand that we will need to find a way to make this outreach self-sustaining 

by 2015. 

     In the near future, the CICC Secretariat will be creating a Fundraising Committee to plan successful 

events that will produce additional funding.  If you are interested in joining this effort, please email 

treasurer@cursillo-cicc.org 

     Please consider making a one-time donation of $50 in honor of our 50th Anniversary of CICC. You can 

do this on our website, or by sending a check to our treasurer. In addition, please prayerfully consider a 

regular monthly or annual donation, or leaving a bequest or gift in your honor in your will or estate 

planning. 

     Please know that Cursillo is a 501(c)(3) organization, and 

all donations over $250 will receive a written 

acknowledgement for your tax purposes.  Remember, Christ 

is counting on You.  Together we can bring many more 

friends to Christ. 

     Please write your check to Central Indiana Cursillo 

Community  or CICC and mail to: 

Central Indiana Cursillo Community 

Marty Van Der Burgt, Treasurer 

3020 Dorothy Lane 

Richmond, IN 47374 

Dollars and Sense 
-- by Marty Van Der Burgt, Treasurer 
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It was not until about five years ago that the Sunday Rollo regarding “Study of the Environments” began to make sense 
to me.  I have identified several environments for which to pray and work making friends, being a friend and bringing 
friends to Christ.  While discerning God’s Will , at that time, it was becoming clear that “Adult Formation” was the 
direction He was leading me towards. 

As you know, Cursillo is one of the best “Adult Formation” programs around, and it made sense that Cursillo would be a 
perfect place to merge that call with Study of the Environments. 

Many of us come out of the three day experience focused on the family, friends, fellow parishioners, business associates 
and clients with whom to share our love for God, and His love for us, and rightly so. 

However, the Cursillo Community, itself, is also an important environment to be Evangelized, offering on-going 
conversion opportunities for our fellow Cursillistas, as they live out their Fourth Day.  Friendship Group Reunion, Ultreya, 
School of Leaders, working on a team or serving the Central Indiana Cursillo Community on the Secretariat or on a 
committee are areas where leaders are developed and trained. 

If watching God work, and having the opportunity to see the results, sometimes instantaneously, of His Grace working in 
people sounds exciting to you, spend some time discerning if you have a vocation for Cursillo.  Over the past three years 
I have watched His Grace work in the people He has brought to serve the Cursillo Movement here, and He has blessed 
our community in so many ways.  Thanks be to God!!! 

While you may not have a vocation today due to other more pressing and urgent responsibilities, please be mindful that 
the Holy Spirit may be preparing you for future leadership within His Movement, within our Movement, Cursillo. 

May you always be in touch with the Peace and Love of Jesus Christ, our Best Friend!! 

In His Love, 

John Ameis 

Evangelizing Environments 
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School of 
Leaders for 

New 
Cursillistas 
     What is a charism? Who is 

Eduardo Bonin? What is the 
Cursillo Method? If you would like 

to learn more about our Cursillo 
movement then this afternoon is 

for you! 

     The School of Leaders for New 
Cursillistas (and anyone else who 

wants to learn more about 

Cursillo!) will be Saturday, April 26, 2014 from 1:00pm – 4:00pm at St 
Monica Catholic Church, 6131 N. Michigan Road, Indianapolis IN 46228 in 

the Parish Meeting Center, an outbuilding on the southeast side of the 
campus. It will be a fun afternoon consisting of four talks on the Cursillo 

method, Pre-Cursillo, the Cursillo 3-Day Weekend and Post Cursillo with time 

to share at your table and to see your friends. We will also have Cursillo 
books and literature available for purchase. 

     If you would like to serve on a future team or get more involved with 

Cursillo we highly encourage you to attend this event. So please contact 
your new Cursillo brothers and sisters and plan to join us. Please contact 

Ellen Sanders at EllenSanders3@yahoo.com or 317.797.2157 after 4pm with 
questions and to RSVP (which is nice, but not required.)  De Colores! 

First Annual DeColores Golf Classic 
Plum Creek Golf Club - Carmel Indiana 

12401 Lynnwwod Blvd, Carmel, Indiana 46033 

317-573-9900 

When:  October 6th, 2014 

Where: Plum Creek Golf Club 

Time:  8AM Registration with 9AM Shotgun Start 

Entry: $80.00  

Lunch: Awards after approximately 2:30PM 

Mulligan and door prize purchase $25.00. 

No other fees throughout the day.  No other games or raffles, etc. 

Just Good Fun Golf! 

For information contact: 

Bill Demaree at 317-997-4281 or 

wdemaree67@gmail.com 

Send your list of team players and entry fee payable to CICC to: 

12449 Spire View Drive 

Fishers, IN 46037 

Thanks Verne Hanson! 

This spring’s Cursillo Weekends marked 
the end of a chapter for Verne 
Hanson.   Many of you don’t know who 
Verne is; but as we look to 
commemorate our 50th Anniversary later 
this fall, Verne has made his mark in our 
move men t  as  t he  weekend 
photographer for the last decade.  He 
has tirelessly taken and developed the 
team pictures for the weekends.  Our 
thanks and best wishes to Verne for his 
efforts and commitment to our 

movement.  

 

Help Needed 
 

With the Fall weekends being held at 
our new retreat center in Anderson, IN, 
we are looking for additional volunteers 
to help with the 3 Day Cursillo.   Visit the 
following link http://www.cursillo-
cicc.org/about-us/meet-the-secretariat/3-
day-cursillo for more 
information.  Looking for more 
information on the Cursillo 
movement?  Additional resources are 
available at the National Cursillo Center 

website at http://www.natl-cursillo.org/ 

mailto:EllenSanders3@yahoo.com
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“Here I Am Lord” 

Original Art Work By Ward Degler 

“Full of Grace” 

Original Art Work By Ward Degler 

 

2014 LCICC-Spanish 

Spring   May 8-11, 2014 @ SonRise - M 

              May 15-18, 2014 @ SonRise - W  

2014 CICC-English 

Fall        Sept. 4-7, 2014 @ SonRise - M  

             Sept. 25-28, 2014 @ SonRise - W  

  

Upcoming Weekends 


