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CICC 

 

Living Our Fourth Day With Conviction, 
Decision and Constancy 

 
     Conviction, decision and constancy grows within us as we live out 
our Fourth Day helping others live their lives with conviction, deci-
sion and constancy. 
 
     Conviction (piety) – is directing our whole lives to God as we es-
tablish an intimate relationship with Him with openness and person-
al friendship.   Having an intimate relationship with Christ grows our 
piety and we become genuine. 
     Decision (study) – puts our minds at the service of the truth and 
applying our minds to learn the truth.  It is the process of learning to 
love and respond in faith to reach our potential as persons – fully 
human and fully Christian.  Only by fulfilling our potential do we 
begin to understand God’s love for us and begin to live in that love. 
     Constancy (action) – is the perfection of piety, dedicating our 
lives to God by aligning our will to His will and then doing what we 
have been asked to do.  Action is responding to the command of Je-
sus and exercising the power to love just as Jesus has loved us. 

 
     “I don’t count the seconds, I make the seconds count” is what it means to have convic-

     We have witnessed the spirit of generosity that fills the Cursillistas at the end of the Cursillo 
weekend.  Many who have lived a Cursillo generously have the desire to serve Christ and His 
Church through the different parish ministries.  Cursillo awakens our desire to serve, therefore Cur-
sillistas commit to the different activities, groups and ministries of their local parish. 
 
     Cursillo provides us with a method through which we learn to live the Gospel in the everyday 
circumstances of our lives.  The life of every Cursillista and their personal conversion undergoes 
continual change as we realize that every person, every event, everything one does, is a vehicle of 
new and different possibilities for the Gospel.   
 



The Long View 

by Fr. Mike McKinney, Spiritual Director 

 

     I recently received a call from someone who was a student at Ball State while I was assigned to the St. 
Francis of Assisi Newman Center there on campus. What struck me from that conversation was her enthusi-
asm for her Catholic faith, now shared with her husband, who was also a Newman Center regular, and their 
five children. Both she and her husband currently teach in public high schools, and I could tell that they love 
being educators with the ability to make a difference especially with youth having disabilities or living in pov-
erty.  

     She shared how grateful she was that her enthusiasm for Christ was nurtured and grew from her contact 
with the community of Catholic students and Muncie residents while attending Ball State. After hearing 
about their fulfilling professional vocations and their blessings in family life, I was pretty fired up. 

     The Cursillo method is brilliant in part because it recognizes the difficulty in sustaining enthusiasm for our 
faith. So to maintain our spiritual endurance, it provides ongoing opportunities to hear the testimony of oth-
er fellow disciples. Regardless of our own level of enthusiasm for the Christian life, hearing the inspiring sto-
ries of others through regular contact with the encouraging community of Cursillistas, whether at a grouping, 
Ultreya, or weekend closing, will once again enkindle in us the fire of Jesus’ love. 

     The importance of maintaining this zeal for Christ and sharing him in our action while deepening our rela-
tionship with him in our piety and study cannot be underestimated. We never know the long term benefits 
others will gain from all of our outreach efforts. As I was reminded from one simple phone call, what we do 
now could still be reaping fruits a decade or more into the future. 

conviction as a Cursillista. 
 
     Cursillo is meant to create a hunger for God, and is designed to provoke questions, the kind of ques-
tions that will send us on our own journey of discovery, to go deeper and deeper into all that is Cursillo 
and to be a better and better Cursillistas. 
 
     The beauty of Cursillo is that God send us companions to journey with us. People whose paths 
would never have crossed ours had it not been for Cursillo, and yet they become so important to our 
journey that we wonder how we would have made it without them.  We must be thoroughly con-
vinced of God’s love for us before we can reach out and share that love and friendship with others. 
 
     It is in Christianity in Action – living our Group Reunion, and Ultreya, that we live our Fourth Day, for 
the rest of our lives.  As we journey together with a group of friends, sharing our lives and experiences, 
our successes and triumphs as well as our struggles.  This unites us in the love of the Lord and the shar-
ing of our Christian journeys with each other – becoming like a family. 
 
     Cursillo is about proclaiming the Good News and becoming the Good News to as many people as 
possible as we live our Fourth Day through a life of conviction, decision and constancy. 
 
     Keep coming back!  Onward! 
 
       



Mardi Gras  

February 18, 2017  

St Simon Catholic Church 

Indianapolis, IN 

Food 

Music 

Kings Cakes 

Silent Auction 

For the Whole Family 

 

Latino & English        

Communities 





Von Keech, Barb Bunnell, Fr. John Kiefer, Jane Swidan, Shannon Fritch, Holly Maxson,  

Teresa Keay, Peggy Gray, Melanie Douglas, Lynne Neiers, Marge Depoy, Tammy Todd,  

Eileen Hays, Becky Rice, Nicole Davis, Kathy Bochenek, Barb Colgan, Kelly DeSchryver, 

Therese Brandon, Pat Schellcrosslee, Virlee Weaver,  Susan Presley, Jane Maher,         

Ashley Hyre, Kerry Schlimgen, Deanna deBrier,  Kathy Kaler,  Lisa Patchner,                     

Teresa Gorsage, Patty Brooks, Mel Ulrich, Seana Zoderer, Joan Tret, Rita Casey, Jessica 

Granson, Sarah Riley, Lynn Blackwell, Nora Haas, Judy Fry, Diana Haeberle, Barb Wood, 

Rachel Rogers, Marilyn Sheehan, Peg Marvin, Teri Duell, Tina Rombold, Sherry Brett, 

Danielle Bitar, Jan Baele, Mame Johnson, Connie Green, Joni Fallowfield, Eloise Kibler, 

Mercedes Muniz-Peredo, Karen Kiral, Marie Martin 



What an awesome, Spirit-filled weekend!  Cursillo #106, the last English weekend at Sonrise Retreat Center.  With Jesus, the 

Holy Spirit, Father John, and a wonderful team, how could we fail!  

 Our theme song was ‘Hosea’, (‘Come back to me, with all your heart…..) Long before I was asked to be Rectora on this week-

end, this song was played at Mass and I immediately felt  God’ s prompting that if I was ever asked, this would be my theme 

song. 

Then, when I was asked, I was not sure that I could do it, but God had already made the decision for me, and after much pray-

er and conversation with Him, I accepted.      I asked Barb Bunnell to be my assistant, which was probably the best decision 

that I could have made!  She kept us on track, and kept me going throughout formation, and the weekend. 

This was Father John Keifer’s first experience as the Spiritual Director on a 

Cursillo weekend.  He was a bless- ing to us all.  I know that the candidates ben-

efitted greatly from his wisdom, and his Masses were beautiful and informa-

tive.  We hope to see a lot of him at our future weekends at the retreat center in 

Tipton. 

My head kitchen Cha Tammy Todd, and her kitchen Cha’s, did a great job keep-

ing us fed and                    accounta- ble to our Lenten obligation.  Holly Maxson 

was my head Cha, she and her team were amazing.  She kept us on track from 

weekend set-up, right through lock- ing up as we left the building Sunday night, 

and everything in between. 

My Chapel Cha’s Teresa Kaey and Peggy Gray turned the chapel into a truly a 

Holy place, and made our time there very special.  Jane Swidan and Shan-

non Fritch were our Music Cha’s, so the weekend, and especially our Chapel 

time, were filled with beautiful spir- itual songs and music. 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone on the team went above and beyond to make this weekend special for the candidates.  I am so grateful to every sin-

gle one of them!  But I am most grateful for the candidates that came with open hearts and minds.  To watch the transfor-

mation in them from the beginning of the weekend until closing was truly a gift. 

But without the Holy Spirit, the weekend could not have happened.  We counted on Him being there, and He didn’t disap-

point!  I had the same thought at the closing as I had on my weekend 16 years ago.  This is the closest thing to Heaven that I 

will every experience here on earth.  Thank you for asking, I was honored to serve, and I thank God for pushing me to accept 

the position of Rectora.  It is an experience that I will never forget!    De Colores! 

 

Von Keech 

Come Back To Me 

Cursillo # 106 



Lead Me Lord 

 

   Cursillo # 166 

Come Back To Me 

 

       Cursillo # 116 

Pictures—courtesy of Ward Degler 



The Spring Reunion Ultreya was a huge success with perhaps the largest group of cursillis-

ta’s gathering on a beautiful day. Sister Cathy Anne provided music that inspired the crowd  

Spring  

 

Reunion 

 

Ultreya 

 

April 8, 2017 

Our Lady of Grace 

Catholic Church 

Noblesville, IN 



At the time of Cursillo, there were no identifiable Cur-

sillista in our parish of St. Susanna in Plainfield.  As a result, it was a long time until I found 

someone to group with.  I am convinced that the Holy Spirit guided me to reconnect with a 

previous employee (then retired) of mine who made Cursillo #21.  Marion Baker was my 

guide in helping me to find the hidden gems on my faith through our weekly group reun-

ions.  Marion has now moved away & I don’t’ get to see him as often as I would like. 

Since that time, our St Susanna list of Cursillistas has grown to a current count of 25 and I 

look forward to seeing more of our men on the next Cursillo. 

I have been fortunate to have served on some great teams and have seen first-hand the 

Holy Spirit moving in and transforming many men in the same way that I have been 

blessed. 

DeColores, Bob 

Little is much when God is in it! 

 

My invitation to Cursillo came from a friend in 

1978.  Obviously it was not my time to answer 

this call.  We were busy raising kids and working 

in the Marriage Encounter movement.   After 

Nancy attended a Cursillo (Lead by her sister-in-

law) in Peoria, I felt the need to find a weekend 

here in Indiana.  That weekend was #97 -- 10 

years ago.  Since that time, I have found that Cur-

sillo method has enriched my faith in ways that I 

would have never dreamed of.  In short, Cursillo 

has taken my (cradle Catholic) faith from my head 

and placed it squarely in my heart. 
 Bob Klueg  - Rector of Cursillo # 117  



These are some observations that I have made over my 16 years of grouping: 

 

Where you group:  Your group should meet somewhere that you can have a private discus-

sion without the chance of eavesdropping by others, though I have heard of some great 

evangelization moments that have occurred with someone overhearing a group.  Some 

groups meet in homes, some in restaurants, my group met at our church library until re-

cently.  I think that meeting somewhere neutral, without food or alcohol, helps to keep your 

group from turning social. 

 

How you group:  Some groups will start with Piety, go around the group, then Study around 

the group, then Action.  Others will let each group member do all three before moving to 

the next person.  This needs to be decided by the group as to how you will share. 

 

What you share:  The complaint that I hear most often and why groups break up is almost 

always for this reason.  A ten minute story told by a group member, in great detail, ending 

with 15 seconds of where it fits in to Piety, Study, or Action, is not the proper way to share.  

Grouping is not a therapy session!  You need to think about what you are going to share, 

and how much of the story that you need to share, before you get to group.  This is very dif-

ficult!  These are your friends, and you want them to know every detail, but like I said, this 

is often the main reason that groups break up. If you need to, you can bring a small clock 

and give each person an allotted time, but this should not have to happen.  Try to remem-

ber that Jesus already knows the story!  Your groupies just need to know what the spiritual 

significance of the event is in your life.  If you start to see group members making excuses 

for not showing up to group, or dropping out, this is probably the reason.  I NEED my group 

to keep me on track spiritually, and I don’t want to jeopardize that by turning each meeting 

into something that is not meant to be. 

 

Who should be in your group?  I have found that grouping with Women that are in about 

the same place in life as me works best for me.  All of my ‘groupies’ are married, middle-

aged, working women with grown children.  But let God lead you in that, sometimes group-

ing with women of different ages and backgrounds can be exactly what you need.  Some-

times a young mother with children can benefit greatly from an older woman that has al-

ready raised her children and can share advice with the young mother.  Keeping your group 

between 3-6 members is ideal.  But I know of groups that have fewer than that and groups 

that have lots more than that, and they seem to be working.  My group had a rule that be-

fore we invited anyone to join our group, we all have to agree.  At our local Ultreya one 

evening a woman approached me about joining my group, she had tried several groups 

and they just had not been a good fit.  I immediately felt God’s prompting that she be-

longed in our group, but I told her that I would ask the rest of the group at our next meet-

ing.  Without hesitation, they agreed, and Barb, my Assistant on this weekend, has been 

grouping with us ever since. 

                                                               Von Keech Cursillo #106 



 
Region IV Spring Encounter 

Our Lady Queen of Peace Retreat Center 
Stanton, Tennessee 
April 21 – 23, 2017 

 
     The weekend was rainy, but the sharing, fellowship and prayer together were enriching. 
We enjoyed Night Prayer, Mass, Keynote Address and conference topics of: 
                                        “Why would God use me?” 
                                        “Volunteer – The Heart of Cursillo” 
                                        “Support and Lead” 
                                        “Succession Planning” 
     Fr. Alex Waraksa gave the Keynote Address of Leadership and Transition to help us work together.   
     Transition is saying yes to something and growing as friends. 
     Leadership is moving from behind the scenes to greater responsibilities. 
     God can and does work through our fears as He loves us into an experience with Him.  He transforms us 
to be an Evangelizer and empowers us to invite others to work as part of a group as we live our faith out in 
simple ways.  
     Leadership is guiding or directing simple tasks making the project as simple as possible as we grow in con-
fidence and listen to God’s call.  Listen and be open.  God sees in us more than we see in ourselves.  Ask God 
to help us have Spiritual Vision as we try to help people listen to God to see what they do not see.  God is 
going to do the converting, we just have to be God’s instruments.  Pray… Know your Faith…Live a life of 
Grace. 
     Be strong and steadfast so we can give others the gifts of formation and foundation.  God goes with us in 
a Love that gives, serves, sacrifices, is expressive, forgiving, ”raises people from the dead”, brings us up high-
er, and is life-giving.  
     We are clay in God’s hands bringing us to life of Faith.  He will help us.  Be led by God and do His work as 
we allow others to serve with us.   
     Look for Wisdom…Serve with Wisdom…Seek Wisdom…Pray for Wisdom. 
     Be open and listening to God’s call. 
     Stir into flame the gift of God you have received. 



Hi Cursillistas! Interested in becoming more involved with the 
Cursillo movement in Central Indiana?  

Secretariat is looking for someone to fill our Social Media posi-
tion (Facebook, Twitter & Instagram).  

Please contact amystrasburger@hotmail.com for more infor-
mation  

Want To Be More Involved in Cursillo? 

Visited Any Interesting Churches Lately? 

     St Michael’s Catholic Church, Plymouth, IN has celebrated over 100 years of Faith.  The Parish, under the 

protection of St Michael the Archangel, continues to grow and flourish as a sign of God’s love to serve the 

community and provide a rich Catholic Education to its younger generations.   

     The parish’s establishment history dates back before the most turbulent times of our nation: the War be-

tween the states in 1862. 

     The parish of St Michael’s is a living testimony to the Catholic faith of pioneer citizens. 

     “Never be ashamed of your religion.  Be proud, be strong and be faithful.”  Their bishop encouraged. 



 

St Joseph Retreat Center 

1440 W Division Road 
Tipton, IN 

 

Upcoming Weekends: 
 

English Cursillo – Men’s – October 5 – 9, 2017 
                                                                Women’s – October 19 – 22, 2017 
 
                                               Latino Cursillo – Men’s – October 26—29, 2017 
                                                                Women’s – November 2—6, 2017 
 
            It’s not too early to be making friends, being a friend and planning to bring that friend to Christ. 
                                                     Applications are NOW being accepted. 
                                        Applications can be found on the Cursillo website  www.cursillo-cicc.org 
                                                  On the front page under click here to make a weekend. 

Connect With Us: 


