
  

  

not know them  

personally, they will 

know as they  

experience the effect 

of Palanca on their  

attitude, mind, and 

heart during the  

conversion process. 

 

     God continues to 

make himself present 

in the world today 

through groups of 

people who live the 

Gospel and give of 

themselves to make 

Christ known to  

others in our daily 

lives.  We are a  

reflection of Christ, 

the Savior, in our 

homes, work places 

and communities. 

 

     So in fulfilling our 

Commission from 

Christ, and our  

commitment to Christ 

by consistently  

Keep Coming 

Back….to ensure we 

keep Cursillo alive, 

vibrant, well, thriving, 

flourishing, and vital. 

 

     Keep attending  

Ultreyas. 

 

     Keep Grouping. 

 

     Let’s continue to 

answer our call to keep 

our 4th Day Vibrant 

with Sponsoring, 

Prayer, Study and  

Action, sending in our 

Palanca to the team 

and candidates making 

the weekend. 

 

     Our Prayers and 

Sacrifices for others 

help them spiritually.  

Palanca is crucial for 

the Spiritual success of 

Cursillo, to impart 

Truth and Grace to 

them.  Though we may 

From the Lay Director’s Desk 

 

 BETH DORAN , LAY DIRECTOR-
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answering His call, we 

will keep Cursillo alive, 

thriving, flourishing and  

vibrant. 

 

     T   G   I   F   =    

TODAY God Is First 

 

De Colores.    

Onward! 

Beth Doran 

Lay Director, CICC 
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Father Glenn O’Connor,  
Spiritual Advisor,  

Indianapolis  

From Fr. Glenn O’Connor 
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From Fr. Mike McKinney 

 

     There is a lot of focus during this Year of Mercy on the Sacrament of Reconciliation or the 

various Corporal Works of Mercy or Spiritual Works of Mercy. May I humbly suggest, especially 

as we get deeper into this Jubilee Year, at least one other aspect that we may consider        

beyond sacraments and putting our faith into action. 

     I believe the Holy Father is inviting all of us to take another look at our relationship with 

Christ and what we really believe about his love for us. It is so easy to fall into the spiritual 

misconceptions of how God is with us when we lose the aspect of His mercy for us. For       

example, we can believe that we have to act a certain way in order to be right with God.   

Similarly, we are aware of many of our own sins, flaws, or inadequacies, all of which we can 

think decrease the love of God in our lives. 

     Yet when we consider God ’ s mercy, we realize that Christ sacrificed his life on the cross 

to show us that God’ s  love for us is not dependent on our moral competency or getting our 

spiritual act together. In a sense, the often used phrase “unconditional love ”  is another way 

of saying, “The Lord is kind and merciful. ”  

     As Cursillistas, living the pillar of piety is really our commitment to immersing ourselves 

daily in God ’ s mercy. Without that ongoing experience of the Christ ’ s love, we really won ’ t 

understand what we study and will offer an incomplete notion of the Gospel in our outreach 

and action with others. May this Year of Mercy assist us in remembering this most basic   

foundation of our friendship with Jesus. 

Father Mike McKinney,  
Spiritual Advisor,  

Lafayette 
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     Our scripts have been        

updated for the weekends to   

include the new Pilgrims Guide.  

It has been used and it worked 

well and has been advantageous 

for the weekends. If  you would 

like to purchase a new Pilgrims 

Guide, they are available on the 

National Cursillo website, 

www.nat’lcursillo.org and also 

at the closings. 

     De Colores. 

     Beth Doran 

     Lay Director Central        

Indiana Cursillo 

New  
Pilgrims  

Guide 

 

     Our new Pilgrims Guide 

“Cursillos In Christianity” has 

been updated by National in 

an effort to go back to the  

origins of  the movement – the 

fundamental ideas that were 

given to our founder.  They 

wanted it to be more basic for 

the “faraway” candidates in 

order to create a hunger in the 

candidate to come to the      

realization that they need to 

establish a personal prayer life 

to continue their relationship 

with self, with Christ, and 

with others. 

 

     It is not necessary that you 

have one immediately unless 

you are working on a team 

and then you will have the  

opportunity to purchase one 

at that time.  They are $ 5.00. 

 

     As long as you have the 

original Pilgrims Guide and 

use it, that is best for now. 

http://www.nat'lcursillo.org
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Hello my name is Caroline Cundiff, the New PRE Cursillo Chair person. I am looking forward to a 

wonderful year and plan to try to reach as many parishes as possible.   

God is seeking a few good people to do His work.  When I come to your parish let ’ s talk about the 4th 

day; I look forward to meeting all of you.  Watch for the dates of the Men and Women ’ s Weekends.  Prayers 

are  essential to make it happen; but  Manpower cannot be over looked. Do you know someone who should 

make a weekend? Have you ever suggested they think about the weekend?  If you so what can you do to 

help  make it happen for them. Reach out and Invite someone.  You could make their day!       

When is the last time you passed on His words?  September is a few 

prayers away.  Perhaps Somebody could use a nudge.  Live your 
4th day - Be a Friend, Invite a Friend but especially send a Friend 

to Christ.  
 

Start your prayers now the message will arrive in time for the next 
great weekend. Consider being a Sponsor and live out your calling 

but bring your friend to Christ. 

My name is Caroline Cundiff formerly of Calumet City, Illinois.  I was born in Chicago, married & 
moved to Indiana and have 2 daughters. I am a Grandmother of 5 Grandchildren ( 7. 9. 10, 17 and 
30).  I have held many different positions over my quick career beginning with Volunteering for the 
Dyer Jaycees & Girl Scouts to moving to La Porte becoming a Catechists / Director of Religious 
Education. I worked as a Caseworker for 3 years in Child Protection and got burned out.  In 1996 I 
chose to work more positively with children and I took a job working with Special Needs Children 
through the Boy Scouts. I worked in 40 schools in 7 different counties. To be closer to my daugh-
ters and Grandchildren; I finally moved to the Noblesville area and began worshipping at St. Maria 
Goretti Parish in Westfield, Indiana where I presently Teach 5th Grade Religious Ed. and serve on 
the St. Francis Prayer Group and Silver Angels.   
 
I was certified through the Institute of Religion St. Joseph College formerly Calumet College to 
teach Religion in the Gary Diocese and then deputized as Ecclesial Lay Minister through the La-
fayette Diocese when I moved to Central Indiana.  In 2014 made a Cursillo team #100 Table of the 
most (well nearly) devout.  I ended up closing the Facility of St. Bernadette down 
that weekend.  On my journey I have tested the waters and as a Catechist taught 4th, 9th, and 
High School Youth Ministry.  I served on many other parish teams such as VBS, Gabriel Project, 
Confraternity of Christian Women, Social Concerns Committees, Retreat Director and Staff.  As 
the Director for Adult Education I trained Staff for RCIA, Bible Studies, and CRHP Retreats.  A few 
good friends have suggested that I have the gift of Gab and I think that is putting it lightly but I am 
Irish and was born with it. I am a retired Irish catholic but I think I am busier now than 
when I worked and that is a good thing because most busy people find the time to add one more 
thing to their list. My Spiritual Director has been telling me I have a mission and I think I found it.  It 
appears that it begins with God.      
 
De Colores 

Caroline Cundiff   
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Women's Cursillo 104 was a very powerful weekend filled with God's grace and mercy!  The theme for our 
weekend was "Merciful like the Father".  We began our formation on January 23rd with Mass to celebrate 
God’s love for each of us and came together on March 31st ready to share God's Grace and mercy with our 18 
candidates.  Our theme song, "Lord I need you" by Matt Maher, continued to remind us that God’s grace and 
love for each of us is greater than any sin we have ever committed and that we are all called to be 
holy.  We were incredibly blessed to have Father Paul Landwerlin lead us as our spiritual director, rock star 
and comedian!  (We love you Father Paul!)  There were tears of joy and sorrow and hearts transformed 
through Gods Mercy! Our weekend concluded with a beautiful Mass and celebration on Divine 
Mercy Sunday, April 3.  Thanks to each one of you for changing my life forever.  
Decolores.  
Michelle Stark   

Women’s Team 104 
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Let's go racing 
 

As I sit in the airport terminal waiting for my flight to the national capital, I am feeling a variety of emotions. International 

events cause concern for air travel...TSA continues to invade personal space both visible and not-so-visible...I'm heading into 

the bastion of corruption and moral decline...oh did I say I was going to Washington DC?  The airport and all of Indy is 

properly decorated to commemorate the 100th running of the Indianapolis 500. I recently discovered it's not the 100th   

anniversary but rather the 100th running.  A number of years did not offer the race because of our involvement in wars 

around the world.  The hi-tech capacities of the Indy cars in nothing short of amazing. Each and every part of these powerful 

machines in fine-tuned and meets exact specifications for a specific purpose...speed.  

 

In addition to speed created by the components that are joined to create the engine, a fuel is put into the engine to enable 

it to function. The fuel used is the highest grade and purest form to burn at extremely high temperatures for added power. In 

the previous 99 races no driver has ever stopped at the local gas station to fuel up before the race. They are given a    

precisely calibrated amount and blend to achieve the highest level of performance.  What fuel do you put in the machine that 

is created by God? 

 

Each of us is a wonderful miracle of God and our body is a gift from God to use to better serve Him. What fuel or spiritual 

food are you putting into your body and mind?  If we continue to fill our bodies and minds with garbage that is on display 

24/7 over the airwaves and Internet, out performance will suffer and we will not be using Gods gift for the way he had   

intended.  This is a sin to use His gift for any purpose less than He had intended. The opposite is also true. 

If we spend time each day "in his word" we are filling our minds with what is good leaving little space for the ills society so 

freely offers for our consumption.  We cannot just focus on the spiritual fuel but must include the physical food as well. 

Now I'm not about to present myself as a registered dietitian or nutritionist but rather a simple man with a simple plan. 

Lesser foods also have adverse effects in our ability to function at a high level. If we consume what is needed, God will be 

pleased as we show respect for His gift to us. 

 

We must eat to live, not live to eat.  Our physical body is used for our time on earth.  However, our spiritual body will be 

used for all of eternity.  Prepare each appropriately.  The spiritual food will earn us a place at the table for the eternal feast. 

Ironically, as we feed ourselves with "His bread" we do not experience a sense of getting full but rather a greater hunger 

that encourages us to keep eating.  This is the fuel of the highest quality we so desperately desire to fill our tank. 

Unlike the racers who will be testing the upper limits of speed to get to their final destination of the checkered flag and a 

drink of milk, we need to slow down and savor every precious drop of spiritual fuel God will place in our minds, in our 

minds and in our hearts. 

De Colores 

Jim Lutz 
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Called and Gifted Seminar 
 

     As a continuation of learning which we started in our New Years Retreat,  

“Forming Intentional Disciples” by Sherry Weddell, I was fortunate to attend the Called and 

Gifted Seminar, Sherry spoke about in her book. 

 

     The Called and Gifted Seminar taught us how to move in God’s Direction by using our God 

given Charisms that we received from God when we were Baptized and Confirmed.  It helped 

us know what our gifts are so we can use them more fruitfully to touch lives in the way we 

have been given for the good of others to reveal Christ to others.  Helping others  

encounter Jesus. 

 

     We learned we are not just Disciples or followers of Christ, BUT we are also Apostles – 

ones who are SENT.  We have been sent by God to take the church out into the world.  We are 

to go beyond where the church exists for the sake of the world to spread the church to all the 

world. 

 

     We go to church to “fill up” then go out to the world…then go to church to “fill up” 

again… to go out again.  Like the rhythm of breathing. 

 

     It’s always continual growth – that’s what we are called to do --- Reveal Christ to others. 

 

     I give thanks to my God always on your account for the Grace of God bestowed on you in 

Christ Jesus, that in Him you were enriched in every way, with all discourse and all knowl-

edge, as the testimony of Christ was confirmed among you, so that you are not lacking in any  

spiritual gift as you wait for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He will keep you firm to 

the end, irreproachable on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

     God is faithful, and by Him you were called to fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

                                                                1 Corinthians 1:4-9 

 

Beth Doran 
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Interesting Churches 

Visited Any Interesting Churches Lately? 
 
 

     St Vincent de Paul Church, Fort Wayne, Indiana site of the 

Called and Gifted Seminar.  This is the church where we  

celebrated and began our day with Mass.  The Angel Wing is the 

Adoration Chapel.  It was a beautiful way that started our day. 

 

    The Seminar was held in the Family Life Center just adjacent 

to the church.  In addition to attending the seminar, I got to sit 

by the fireplace in the gathering space of the Family Life Center 
between St John Paul II and Blessed Mother Teresa.  It was a 

close moment for me as they both are my two favorite Saints 

that have had a huge impact on and in my life. 

 

Beth Doran      
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Upcoming Weekends 

Please Pray, Ask, Pray, Ask 

 

     Mark Your Calendars: 
 

     The upcoming Men’s  Weekend is:   
September 15-18, 2016. 

 
     The upcoming Women’s Weekend is:   

September 22-25, 2016. 
 
Our Rector is:  Mike Nulph 
His Spiritual Director is Fr. Dan Duff 
His Assistant is:  Joe Rice 
 
Our Rectora is:  Beth Van der Burgt 
Her Spiritual Director is: Fr. Pat Beidelman 
Her Assistant is:  Amy Strasburger 
 
     They are praying.  We are Praying…  for  
successful God-filled, God energized weekends that 
make a difference in people’s lives and give us 
added meaning to life as well as finding our purpose. 
 
     It’s a journey.  A continual journey until we see 
Jesus face to face.     Pray for Candidates. 
 Pray for and invite candidates. 

     Applications are being accepted NOW!  
Available on our website: 
www.cursillo-cicc.org                                             

 
Remember we have to have more than 15   
candidates to put on a weekend. 
 
Let’s FILL up the retreat center and have  
Fruitful Weekends! 
 
God IS Counting on US. 
     Beth Doran 
     Lay Director Central Indiana Cursillo 
 
 
 

Connect: 

http://www.cursillo-cicc.org

