
  

  

      

       We must do our part – daily 

Prayer, Study and Action.  As we 

do our part, God provides for us 

and we can walk a steady path 

even through problems that arise. 

 

     What a Mighty God we 

serve!! 

 

     Let the closing song of our 

Cursillo weekends (Our God 

Reigns) resound in our minds 

and hearts to uplift us and re-

mind us of God’s unchanging, 

never ending, always abiding 

love for each and every one of 

us. 

     Our God Reigns!!! Forever 

and ever.  OUR GOD REIGNS. 

 

Beth Doran 

Lay Director, CICC 
 

 

           

      Changes, changes – there have 

been many changes in the last cou-

ple of months. 

 

     Cursillo weekends have come 

and been successful. 

 

     SonRise has been sold and we 

now move on. 

 

     Presidential election with its 

changes occur. 

 

     Summer turns into Fall.  Fall 

turns into Winter.  We have experi-

enced the Super Moon in our life-

time.  The weather gets colder and 

we prepare for winter… BUT still 

Our God never changes.  He is still 

by our side to lead, guide and direct 

our path. 

 

     Our God is the same yesterday, 

today and forever.  His love for us 

never changes, even in the midst of 

our problems.  Underneath are the 

loving hands of God supporting us, 

and steadying our path. 

 

From the Lay Director’s Desk 

 

 BETH DORAN , LAY DIRECTOR-

CICC 
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Dear Cursillistas, 
 
We recently celebrated the Feast of Christ the King, the last Sunday in our 
church year.  A feast that calls all of us to reflect on God’s Kingdom and how we 
relate to Jesus Christ as our King. 
 
While Jesus is truly King of our universe, the title King was one Jesus probably 
would not have used.  He was not royalty and had no Armies.  He was however, 
the Son of God and served all and eventually was killed as an insurrectionist 
threat to the powerful. 
 
The same weekend we celebrated Christ the King, Archbishop Tobin was given 
the title Cardinal in Rome.  Cardinal Tobin has been a great gift to Indianapolis 
and to the Cursillo movement.  All have been blessed by his ministry and wish 
him well in the Newark Archdiocese. 
 
Cardinal Tobin is not only a very holy man, but he is an example of the faith in 
the Providence of God.  Without hesitation when Cardinal Tobin was asked to go 
to Newark, he responded with faith that it was God’s will. 
 
As we all ponder the recent election, natural disasters and tragedies, many 
thoughts race into our heads.  Fear, anger, sadness, even hopelessness.  Where 
do we go from here?  Perhaps as we reflect on Jesus as King of the Universe, we 
can trust God will take care of us.  We are not only citizens of the USA and   
members of the Catholic Church – we are subjects of Jesus in His Kingdom.  A 
king that is never defeated, taken over or lost.  Our God reigns! 
 
God’s Kingdom last forever and that’s the Kingdom we need to 
worry about and let God do the rest. 
 
 
De Colores, 
 
Fr. Glenn 

 
 

Father Glenn O’Connor,  
Spiritual Advisor,  

Indianapolis  

From Fr. Glenn O’Connor 
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Prayer and Palanca 

Visited any Interesting Churches Lately? 
 

 St James Catholic Church in Liberty, Missouri was our church of choice when visiting Liberty for a family 

wedding this past September.  My husband, Dave, said, ”It’s no spectacular church!” 

 But the day was September 4, 2016 – the day Mother Teresa was Canonized.  This is what made it so 

special.   Mother Teresa has said, “I am a pencil in the hand of God.”  And “Do ordinary things with                 

extraordinary love”.  She was always so humble.   

 It was an ordinary church but they were in the process of building a new church. 

Taste and See the goodness of the Lord.  Even in our ordinary lives we can be and do extra ordinary things for 

God as we follow St Teresa of Calcutta’s example.   

 
 Submitted by – Beth Doran #602 Peoria Diocese, Illinois 
 

 

 

As you already know, from personal experience, Prayer and Palanca, are the levers of  
success in ministry and Cursillo is no exception.  Please pray and offer Palanca for: 

Cursillo Worldwide. 
Cursillo in Central Indiana. 
All Cursillistas, working in their environments and especially within the Ministry of      

Cursillo. 
For the two upcoming Cursillo Weekends in March, 2017. 
The Success of sponsors as they invite candidates for the spring weekends. 

May God continually bless you, your families and your ministries! 
Your Friend in Christ, 

John Ameis 
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El Alfarero 

The Potter’s Voice 

Yo Soy La Luz Del 

Mundo 
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The Lafayette Area Family Picnic  

had a splendid turn out!   

  

It was a great day for our Cursillo  

picnic!  

 

 

Thank you, Jesus for a  

beautiful day,  

and a wonderful Cursillo  

community! 

Cursillo Picnic 
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and operate Lafayette 

Lawncare Inc. in Lafayette 

for the past 30 years.  We 

have one son, Donnie, 

who is married to Cassie.  

They have just purchased 

and are renovating a home 

that connects to our    

property.  I couldn’t be 

happier! 

(No grandchildren yet, but 

I am praying!) 

 

I am also the 3-Day  

Chairperson for C.I.C.C., 

and the Cursillo            

Coordinator for my parish, 

Hi, my name is Yvonne 

(Von) Keech.  I am the    

Coordinator for the Spring 

Cursillo weekend, number 

106, in March 2017. 

 

I am very excited to be 

serving our Lord, Jesus 

Christ on this weekend!  I 

know that he will be right 

beside us through forma-

tion and the weekend.  

Please keep our team and 

candidates in your prayers! 

 

I live in Lafayette with my 

husband Terry.  We own 

St. Ann, in Lafayette. 

 

We are just wrapping up 

the season in our business, 

so now I can focus my 

energy on planning the 

weekend!  We have toured 

the new facility, and are 

very excited to be able to 

hold our future weekends 

in such a Holy place! 

 

De Colores!! 

Meet Yvonne (Von) Keech 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=cursillo+clip+art&view=detailv2&&id=6144267DFEF565F7DD01ED6C3760AA80F3C32292&selectedIndex=180&ccid=SzHSq0yp&simid=607994412098716731&thid=OIP.M4b31d2ab4ca9f0e3608d4ba5a99722aco0
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In “The Joy of the Gospel”, Pope Francis 
says: “I invite all Christians, everywhere, at 
this very moment, to a renewed personal 
encounter with Jesus Christ, or at least, an 
openness to letting Him encounter them.  I 
ask all of you to do this unfailingly each 
day.” 
 
During our “Three Day Cursillo”, Jesus asked 
each one of us to consider becoming a 
“Christian Leader living an Authentic Chris-
tian Life” in all of the environments in which 
we find ourselves.  Did you make this com-
mitment to Him on your weekend, to be-
come a “Christian Leader”, allowing others to 
touch the Love of God through you, by the 
way you act or speak and by the way you 
treat others?  How are you doing in this re-
gard?  If you are like me, there is always 
room for a lot of improvement. 
 
One of the best ways of bringing Christ to 
others, to Evangelize, is by inviting your 
friends and acquaintances to experience a 
Cursillo.  Remember to “Make a friend, be a 
friend and to bring your friends to Christ” first 
and then invite them to make a Cursillo.  
Evangelization begins with prayer.  After 
prayer, talk to God about your friends and 
associates, then talk to your friends and 
associates about God.  Identify potential  

 
candidates and begin the process of bringing 
them closer to  
 
Christ.  Again from “The Joy of the Gospel”, 
“Being a Christian is not the result of an 
ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the en-
counter with an event, a person, which 
gives life a new horizon and a decisive di-
rection.” 
 
Miracles happen when you introduce your 
family and friends to Christ!  (Please reflect 
on Mark, Ch. 2: 1-12.).   

Your Friend in Christ,  
John Ameis 

Our Call to Evangalize our Environments 
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National Cursillo Encounter 

Lewis University 
Chicago, Illinois 
August 4-7, 2016 

Below are the notes from our opening Mass on Thursday Evening 
Sermon was Proclaimed by Fr Alex Waraksa 

Spiritual Director of National Cursillo 
 

     Christ is counting on you.  I am counting on Christ. Christ who gives us His Grace, Love, Mercy 

and Forgiveness. 

     Christ wants us to live well in our commitments. In evaluating this, we must ask ourselves these  

questions: 

     Are we growing as God’s servants? 

     Are we growing as we promised? 

     Is there growth in my Fourth Day? 

     Our Fourth Day is to be one of continual growth!  Continual growth in Piety, Study and Action. 

     Do we have the same enthusiasm as when we first came to Christ in Cursillo? 

     Do we have confidence as we chose to renew our covenant with Christ? 

     Is there growth in our Prayer? 

     Is there growth in our Mass? 

     Is there growth in our Mercy? 

     Love being a disciple – Let God move 

 deep within us. 

     Have confidence in God’s humility to 

 let God have His way. 

     Be willing to Teach.  Teaching others 

 is a natural way of sharing Friend

 ship because that’s the way we 

 live our lives. 
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     What is the Joy we have in Cursillo? 

     Our Joy should be to Proclaim Mercy to others. 

   Proclaim the Mercy to others that God extended to us.  Share that Mercy with others. 

     Our prayer should be – God, prepare me to serve and love my neighbor. 

     Servants Love.  We have a Love of Mercy. We were Baptized for Love and Mercy and for work-

ing for God’s kingdom. 

     As our hearts are filled with Christ, we look for opportunities to serve those who are without 

Christ, whose hearts are empty and are looking for a way to fill their hearts. We keep our hearts 

filled through Group Reunion which encourages us in our failures and encourages us in our pro-

jects. 

     Create in me a clean heart, O Lord. A clean heart that is filled with the Holy Spirit.  A heart that 

is always looking for the Lord. As we are filled, we become content and look for nothing else. 

     The Holy Spirit is a steadfast Spirit that perseveres and God will give us the plan and lead us if 

we just be open to Him. 

     Be willing to serve.  God always wants us to have the same intentions.  Can I say who Jesus is to 

me by my relationship with Him and how I live my life?  How do I share my life, my mind, heart, 

faith and action?  It’s a question we all have to answer for ourselves 

     We have to live it as we love and how we love.  Say it with sincerity. 

      We also have to answer – Who is Christ to me in my bad moments, my sad moments, in 

death and sickness? 

     Receive Christ with an open heart.  An open heart from partaking of the Bread from Heaven 

and receiving this to increase our strength and endurance to show Christ to others. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by: Beth Doran Lay Director CICC 

What a wonderful Encounter. 1) We had Mass everyday which was Concelebrated with the Priests and Deacons 

present. Usually 30 – 40 at each Mass.  2) Our Adoration Chapel was open for visitation throughout the 

weekend so we could visit Our Lord.  3) This is our group from Central Indiana.  It was a great opportunity 

for us all to get to know each other better.  
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You Will Be My Witnesses 
Cursillo 105 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Wow, what a wonderful weekend! After an up and down 
 process of getting candidates to the weekend with some 
 detours along the way, the result was 19 wonderful women 
 to witness for Jesus. These women were the exact women 
 who were supposed to attend the weekend.  We laughed, 
 sang, ate, and cried, and felt the presence of Jesus at 
 SonRise retreat center.  
 
 Women shared their deepest struggles and highest      
 triumphs along the way. We heard 15 phenomenal talks. 
 These talks also shared highs and lows of the journey. 
 And, in the end we learned that we are all Witnesses for 
 Jesus in the world 
 
 Father Pat Beidelman was a first time spiritual director. He 
 was amazing with his mentoring, relating to everyone, and 
 his calming nature. We learned his hidden talent is a great 

sense of humor and ability to even put together a skit.  A turning point for me was his talk about Life in Grace. 
 
Becky Rice led us wonderfully with music during the entire weekend. Everyone belted out the Song Witnesses all weekend long. It 
was especially moving to walk into Closing and hear the song once again. It was exactly the vision I had hoped for when I chose the 
song and theme for the weekend. 
 
During the weekend, we had no idea that this would be the final English weekend at SonRise retreat center. After learning of this, it 
gives me an even greater feeling to think back to that time and place. The spirit was truly present.  
 
Team 105 was more than I could have even imagined. During formation, the Men’s Cursillo 115 journeyed right along with us. There 
were 8 couples on team together. We met the same evening at the Catholic center which made this possible. The Formation process 
went by very quickly. Sharing team Masses was just one of the many highlights. I like to think back to a Tuesday night with Mass in 
the Blessed Sacrament Chapel at the cathedral. Father Pat and Father Dan con-celebrated.  At one point I remember looking up and 
around the chapel when you could hear us all praying and thought that is what heaven must be like when you sing with all the Saints 
in Glory. 
 
For me Cursillo is one of the movements in our Catholic faith that makes it feel universal. Leading this weekend has given me an even 
greater love and appreciation for Cursillo. 
 
I would like to thank the Secretariat for allowing me the opportunity to be the Rectora for Women’s Cursillo 105. It has and ever will 
truly impact my life. 
 

De Colores, 
Beth Van Der Burgt 
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Let Faith Arise 
Cursillo 115 

     As pastor of St. Joseph in Rochester, I’m blessed to have many cursillistas in my   

parish, many of whom develop a renewed appreciation and hunger for the Eucharist. I 

know this because I realized recently that usually well over half of the people who attend 

our daily Mass participate in the Cursillo movement. 
 

     I’m further aware of this because many of my fellow cursillistas are Latinos who live 

in the neighboring town of Akron, Indiana. Because of this, I offer a Mass in Spanish 

each Wednesday in the local school gym, and it is not unusual to have 50-70 people at-

tending, including a third or more being their children. 
 

     As part of the pledge to greater piety, I have seen many cursillistas commit them-

selves to the Eucharist on an ongoing basis. It can also fall under the auspices of action, 

particularly if one is bringing their family to extra Masses as part of evangelizing their 

youngsters. 
 

 

Father Mike McKinney,  
Spiritual Advisor, Lafayette 

     One of the realities of attending the Eucharist is that part of what is baked into this Sacrament is an element of   in-

convenience. You cannot go online to validly celebrate it, nor receive it through the mail. It is inevitable that the time or 

location of the Mass does not fit neatly into your schedule. Just getting to Mass every Sunday has enough challenges. 
 

     But just the effort itself to celebrate Mass is a grace as it reinforces our commitment to Christ and our recognition of 

the both value of the Sacraments as well as the spiritual gifts only the church can provide. Recent studies have also high-

lighted many emotional, social, and physical benefits to those who weekly participate in church services. 
 

     So when we invite others to begin or renew their attendance at Mass, let us remain focused on the good, and not the 

convenience, of the Eucharist. When we do, people will know our love for the Lord because we are willing to put forth 

the ongoing effort to be with him. 

From Fr. Mike McKinney 
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SPRING CURSILLO WEEKENDS 

Men’s Weekend – March 9 – 12, 2017 

Women’s Weekend – March 16 – 19, 2017 

At SonRise Retreat Center, Anderson 

Applications are now being accepted 

 

Spring Reunion Ultreya will be held April 8, 2017 at Our 
Lady of Grace Catholic Church, Nobelsville 

UPCOMING CURSILLO WEEKENDS 

 CONNECT WITH US: 

DID YOU KNOW YOU CAN SUPPORT THE NATIONAL CURSILLO MOVEMENT 

WHENEVER YOU SHOP ON AMAZON? 

 

AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon that allows you to enjoy the same wide selection of 
products and convenient shopping features as on Amazon.com.  The difference is that when you 

shop on AmazonSmile , the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to the       
eligible non-profit organization of your choice.  Therefore, effective immediately, you can start    

supporting National Cursillo Movement by visiting www.smile.amazon.com 

 


