
 

 

   

 
 

 
 

 

   Jennifer Burger—Lay Director 

 

   

      From The Lay Directors Desk... 

One of the greatest lessons I learned from the Camino this 

past summer took place before I even left home…Everything 

I needed for nine days would have to fit in one backpack that 

I would wear/carry each day.  I had consulted websites 

about what I needed to bring and came up with a list about a 

page long for packing.  About a week before I left I started 

laying out all the things on my list that I wanted to bring on 

my bedroom floor.  It was obvious that it would not all fit!  

The first items to go were the changes of clothes that I had 

hoped to bring – I had my favorites but could not bring all so 

I decided on enough for 2 days.  Any notion of fashion went 

out the door – strictly utility!  Gradually I whittled down the 

pile of items I had laid out on my bedroom floor.   

Then came the time to pack everything into my backpack…I 

had bought a backpack that fit me well for this trip and it 

was recommended that the pack weigh no more than 10% of 

my body weight so I could easily carry the load over a long 

distance without physical injury– so I had a target.  I would 

pack everything, strap on the backpack and stand on the 

scale – a few pounds over - I would have to eliminate more 

items until I reached the target weight – and I did this sever-

al times.  It came down to eliminating many of the everyday 

items that I was used to using at home but did not NEED.   

 

I also had to carefully pack so that 

everything FIT in the backpack and 

with weight evenly distributed.  I was 

willing to risk some of the weight of 

the guide book I wanted to take but it 

just didn’t fit, so I ripped out the pag-

es I would need for my leg of the trip 

and folded them neatly into one of 

the pockets! 

I finally had what I NEEDED and it all 

FIT into my backpack – I had what 

was ESSENTIAL for me on this trip.  It 

was quite a task getting to this point 

but what an accomplishment as it 

served me well on the Camino!  
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And this was the first lesson I learned on the Camino – take only what is essential, for anything 

more will weigh me down and hinder my progress!   

With the New Year our Secretariat has taken to the task of reviewing our Apostolic Plan for the Cur-

sillo Movement in Central Indiana.  We do this annually and I find it to be a good exercise in taking 

stock of what we have and discerning what is essential in our plan so we can more effectively carry 

out the Mission of Cursillo.  Just like packing the backpack, we are looking at what we foresee as be-

ing needed to reach our goals, making sure it fits properly with our Mission and including in our Ap-

ostolic Plan – our CICC Backpack!     

We are moving forward much like Jesus instructed The Twelve…”taking nothing for the journey but a 

walking stick” (Mark 6: 8), travelling light and letting God lead and provide…and we are excited for 

what the future holds for Cursillo in Central Indiana!  Much of what we hope to accomplish will only 

be possible as we work together in our 4th day community to “bring forth a harvest of souls” - De 

Colores! 

Jennifer Burger 
CICC Lay Director 

Editors Note:  Please remember that “The Camino de Santiago” was the  journey that Edwardo     

Bonnin  used in the original beginnings of Cursillo.  The first journey he used to prepare the first 

Cursillistas for their Cursillo Encounter. 

 



 

 

  
I had been going to St. Meinrad Archabbey in Southern Indiana since the summer of 
2000. Every August after our local festival I liked to recollect my spirit on retreat. So it 
was not difficult to say yes when asked by some men from a Cursillo group in No-
blesville to join them for an overnight stay on the “Hill” the summer of 2010. I remem-
ber clearly John Ameis cornered me in the rear of Eric Banter’s van endlessly suggest-
ing I should make a Cursillo. I had absolutely no idea what he was talking about. I po-
litely nodded my head and smiled every time he told me how great the Cursillo is. Yes 
sir, sounds just peachy, I said. 

Mike Witka contacted me a couple times before Christmas 2010 and tried to convince 
me I really needed Cursillo. Finally, in late January I sent in my application for Cursillo 
#105, March 3-6, 2011. After I said yes, I asked several people, even Mike my sponsor, 
just what I needed to bring. Nothing. So when he dropped me off at St. Bernadette’s on 
Thursday evening, I still had no clue what would happen to me! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cursillo #105 was nothing like what I expected, but was everything I needed. Renewed 
and refreshed I was taken in by the message and method. Paul Burger’s theme was 
“Jesus I Trust in You”. Surrendering myself to Christ and the others awakened in me a 
spirit of community I never experienced before Cursillo. 

Since that time I have made many more retreats at St. Meinrad, renewing the experi-
ence of trusting in Jesus while enlivening and enriching my spirit in the community of 
other spirit filled brothers and sisters in faith. Many of God’s gifts of grace have come 
to me from my times at St. Meinrad and working on several Cursillo teams. In fact, it 
was at St. Meinrad in August 2017 that I was blessed to receive a candle, the theme and 
the song I will use as rector for Cursillo #118, March 1-4, 2018 

 Rector, Joe Rice 
Men’s Cursillo # 118 
St John’s, Tipton 
 



 

     Hi! I am Amy Strasburger, the incoming rectora for the 
 spring women’s weekend, #108, Souls on Fire.  
I live in Plainfield and am a member of St. Susanna’s  
Parish.  My full time job is at the VA Medical Center in 
downtown Indy where I work with veterans who have  
severe mental illnesses. I also work part time as a  
Weight Watcher leader and am a Spiritual Director. I 
 have served as Head Cha and have been in the Assistant  
role twice, so God must have really been prepping me for 
 the role of Rectora! Currently I am on the Cursillo  
secretariat as the Assistant Lay Director for Indianapolis.  
     Please keep the candidates and team in your prayers  
so that we may have a weekend full of “Souls on Fire” for the Lord! De Colores  

Upcoming Weekends… 

Men’s Weekend—March 1—4, 2018 

Women’s Weekend—March 15—18, 2018 

Applications can be obtained at: 

www.cursillo-cicc.org 

Please be praying, sacrificing  and asking friends to  

Encounter Christ—our best friend. 

All Weekends are held at St. Joseph  Retreat and Conference Center in Tipton 



 

 

Revisiting your Piety Plan 
by Fr. Mike McKinney, Spiritual Director 
 

     I love the simplicity of the Cursillo Movement in 
how it helps us to focus on the basics of living our 
lives as Christians, including the breakdown of our 
discipleship into the three-legged stool of piety, 
study, and evangelization. Allow me to offer these 
thoughts on addressing the first of these areas. 

Often a new Cursillista has an ambitious plan to improve their faith life, including 
many new ways to address piety in daily routine. Even if this is successful at first, 
it can be difficult to maintain over time. Subsequently, we can then get discour-
aged or think we are failing. I believe this is a leading cause of why people fall out 
of participating fully in the Cursillo Movement after a while. 
     Besides the support that ongoing grouping provides, I usually recommend 
that people engage the Cursillo process by realistically addressing their spiritual 
plan, especially in the area of piety. This means to first name where you want 
your relationship with Christ to be in the coming months, or at least the direction 
it could be heading. Naming the desire of the heart with regards to your life with 
Jesus is an important starting point as it helps us have the bigger picture in mind. 
It also indicates what God himself wants with us since he is the one planting the 
seeds of these spiritual desires in our hearts. And it also reminds us that God is 
really the one who is moving the relationship forward. 
     Second, I would suggest that our plan for piety be simple and incremental. 
Working on just one thing that is small in scope will more likely happen than 
multiple goals or some big project on our spirituality. Our journey with Christ is 
more like a casual walk where we enjoy each other’s company than some road 
race where we are trying to get somewhere far ahead in a hurry. In my spiritual 
direction, I rather see someone moving ahead slow but steady than any splashy 
religious breakthrough. 
     Regardless of our plan to increase our piety, let’s remember that the focus of 
the plan is to help us keep focused on Christ. De Colores! 

 
 

             

       Lent Begins… 
    February 14, 2018 

      VaLentine’s Day   
 February 14, 2018 
gOD’s LOVe fOr us 

-enjOy time in gOD’s WOrD 
-Listen 



We begin 2018 thankful to God for our Cursillo movement!  Men and Women Spring Weekends are 
just around the corner.  Team formation has begun and, hopefully, we are all praying for the teams 
and our present and future candidates.  Let’s make this a year that not only has full weekends, but 
also spirit-filled weekends.  It all begins with prayer, discernment and your invitation to a candidate. 
  
As Jesus begins His public ministry in Mark’s Gospel, He begins by choosing four fishermen as His 
Apostles.  This was a very curious choice, to say the least.  But by the same token, whatever possessed 
them to leave their families and possessions and follow this stranger from Nazareth?  Yet they did so 
immediately – trusting their hearts (and lives) to Jesus. 
  
We could debate the motive forever, but I think we can all agree that the call of Jesus is pretty amaz-
ing and comes with a lot of grace.  Jesus took these fishermen and made them Apostles and eventual-
ly the Rock of our Church – not big and powerful, but holy and loyal. 
  
Just as we are continually called by God to vocation, service and prayer - in turn, we can be the hands 
and feet of Jesus in calling our candidates.  When we do this prayerfully and faithfully, great things 
happen. 
  
Please prayerfully consider inviting a candidate to one of the weekends.  The most precious gift you 
can give to a person is to help them meet Jesus.  It all starts with prayer and inviting them to a week-
end. 
  
God bless, 
 Fr. Glenn 
Spiritual Director Archdiocese of Indianapolis 

 

 



                              Keeping Cursillo Alive in Indiana 
 
       On the National Cursillo website, the essence of Cursillo is defined as this: 
 “The Cursillo Movement is a movement of the Church which by means of its own method makes it possible for people 
to live what is fundamental for being a Christian, and to live it together; it helps people discover and fulfill their per-
sonal vocations, and it promotes the creation of core groups of Christians who leaven their environments with the 
Gospel.”   
 
       This is quite a statement. However, it tells it all. If everyone embraced the weekend, its vision, purpose, and its 
essence--imagine what our parishes and world would be like today.  
 
       There are many types of Cursillistas in our movement today. There are those that have attended a   3 day week-
end and that is the total extent of the weekend on their lives. Then there are those that are living the movement - 
grouping regularly, sponsoring, working many teams, attending Regional Cursillo encounters and may even be or have 
been a member of a Cursillo committee or the Secretariat. Where do you fit in this Cursillo spectrum? 
 
       As I sit and think about the Cursillo Movement in Central Indiana, I ask myself,  ”What is needed to interest more 
people in attending a Cursillo weekend”? I know many of you have sponsored a person and have tried forever to get 
that special friend, church buddy or associate at work to attend. They seem interested but the time is just not right.  
 
       As you know, it is the Holy Spirit working through us to bring that person to Christ. However, are we listening to 
HIM, seeing the opportunities that He brings before us, giving us the courage to tell someone what the Cursillo move-
ment is all about?  
 
       Sponsoring is not just taking and picking them up for a weekend but also trying to find them a group to continue 
their fourth day.  If we are not grouping, we may feel hesitant to ask someone to attend.  Don’t let that be a detriment 
to your participation in Cursillo.  Please ask ANY Parish Coordinator if they can find you a group. If you are serious 
about Cursillo, please consider going with your candidate to a group outside your parish. Attend an Ultreya and ask 
someone there when and where they are grouping. 
  
       I know Cursillo has had a major impact on your lives. Was it the witnessing in the talks on how God impacted the 
lives of the speakers or was it the special moment in front of the Blessed Sacrament? I know that this special feeling 
continues when fellow Cursillistas share their close moments during grouping. I know you also want others to share 
these same experiences too! 
 
       In addition to sponsoring candidates, there are always needs and opportunities to serve in our Cursillo move-
ment…please consider saying “yes” if so called. Participating in the 72 hour prayer chain and helping to serve meals is 
a great way to support our community too! 
 
        The Cursillo weekend are quickly approaching and now is the time to invite someone while there is still room - 
spaces are filling up fast!!  
 
       We have a great and vibrant Cursillo Community in Central Indiana. Please pray that it continues to stay alive and 
well!  
 
CHRIST IS COUNTING ON YOU! 
DE COLORES and God Bless, 
Tom Scimeca 

 

 

 

 

Assistant Lay Director 
Lafayette Diocese 



Visited Any Interesting Churches Lately... 

 

                The Basilica of the National Shrine of Mary, Queen of the Universe 

This Basilica came about through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit as a priest knelt 

prayerfully in the Grotto of Our Lady at Lourdes. He had been assigned to Orlando, 

Florida where Disney World and Sea World were fast arising, drawing visitors to the 

area.  He thought about the people who would come – many Catholics coming to be 

entertained but who would also need to turn their hearts and thoughts to God on 

Sundays. 

     St Pope John Paul II had just been newly elected and he issued a call to “open wide 

the doors to Christ.” So he took the opportunity to reach thousands of Catholics each 

year by providing them with a spiritual oasis.  Thus, the complex of 14 acres was be-

gun and now contains the Basilica, an Evangelization Center, Museum, Gift Shop, and 

Rosary Garden dedicated to St. Pope John Paul II.  This is a place of Pilgrimage. 

It is not a Parish church.  It was built and is maintained all by donations from visitors 

and patrons. 

 

 

Contributed by: 
Beth Doran 
# 602 Peoria Diocese 
Table of St Elizabeth 
St Joseph Catholic Church, Lebanon 



City-Wide Ultreya, January 13, 2018 
St Malachy Catholic Church 

Brownsburg 
 

Approximately 60 Cursillistas and guests 
gathered to share an evening together to 
enjoy a community meal followed by Mu-
sic by Tony Avellana, Emceed by Steve 
Koch, and Ultreya Speaker Tommy Mis-
kowiec. 
     Tommy referred to Romans 12:6 which 
says that we all have gifts that differ ac-
cording to the Grace given to us, let us ex-
ercise our gifts.  We each have our own 
gifts and one of his gifts was a Clown Min-
istry which he enjoyed because he loved 
to take the time to listen to people and 
make them laugh.  He was also a Barber 
which gave him the opportunity to tell 
jokes and lighten people’s days with 
laughter. 
     Then two years ago he became weak 
with a massive infection. Having 12 sur-
geries with months and months of Antibi-
otics and enduring much pain for an ex-
tended period of time.  There was hospi-
tal time, Rehabilitation time, much prayer, 
and many visits from friends. 
     It took awhile for him to accept all that 
was happening because he didn’t realize 
what God was doing for him.  Finally, he 
said, “Lord, if it is your will I’ll accept it.”  
Knowing that Christ had suffered for him 
encouraged his Faith and built his charac-
ter and patience.  He felt Christ’s pres-
ence more and more.  His attitude be-
came, “Why not me?” instead of “why 
me, Lord?” 

Jesus knows our needs and helps us 
on our journey.  Tommy’s was quite 
lengthy but God had a plan.  Tommy 
related his struggles to St Paul’s as 
he wrote in 2 Cor 12:7-9, a thorn in 
the flesh was given to me… Three 
times I begged the Lord that it might 
leave me.  But he said to me, “My 
Grace is sufficient for you, for my 
power is made perfect in weakness.” 
I will rather boast of my weaknesses, 
in order that the power of Christ 
may dwell with me. 
     God had a plan as stated in Phil 
29:11.   For I know well the plans I 
have in mind for you.  Plans for your 
welfare and not for woe, so as to 
give you a future of hope. 
     Tommy says, “Thank You to every-
one for their prayers, cards, visits, 
and encouragement to him during 
the many days of illness and recov-
ery.” 
    Worship music by Tony Avellana 
was enjoyed by all as we closed our 
Ultreya to go forward and share 
Christ’s love to all we meet. 



                                  Join in the Beatification Process of Our Founder  

       On November 1st we as a Church celebrate All Saints Day. It is a time for us to remember and re-

flect upon those who have lived virtuous lives and have been our models of holiness by the example of 

their own lives. In our lifetime, we have been fortunate to have witnessed the Canonization of many of 

these models of holiness: St. John Paul II, St. John XXIII, St. Faustina, and St. Teresa of Calcutta to name 

a few. And many of us prayed for their Beatifications. Today, our founder Eduardo Bonnín Aguiló is on 

the path to sainthood and all of us can be a part of his Beatification process. What is needed from us is 

our prayers.  

       The Charism of the Cursillos in Christianity is a gift from the Holy Spirit, given in its entirety to the 

person of Eduardo Bonnín Aguiló in the early 1940’s. Eduardo being a faithful and trustworthy steward 

of this gift, passed it on to the Church as it was given to him, complete and without variations.  

        As leaders, we are called to be stewards of this gift that was shared with us through this humble 

man, Eduardo Bonnín and the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Because of his faithfulness in receiving this 

charism and sharing it with the world, Eduardo has been given the title, “Servant of God” by the 

Church. In May 2016, the Postulator from the Vatican, Fr. Gabriel Ramis told Cursillistas from around 

the world gathered in Mallorca, Spain (the birth place of Cursillo), that in order to initiate the cause of 

Beatification of Eduardo Bonnín Aguiló, the first is prayer. The Vatican composed a prayer specifically 

for Eduardo’s Beatification which can be prayed privately, at Group Reunion or at Ultreya. The second, 

has to do with testimonies of Eduardo’s holiness, which is needed in order to show that Eduardo truly 

enjoys a solid and wide spread reputation of the heroic virtues of a Servant of God among the faithful. 

We were also given an address, so that those who want to send their personal testimony as to how 

Eduardo manifested a heroic degree in their Christian virtues; as well as a simple miracle or great mira-

cle when the intercession of Eduardo has been sought. All the information pertaining to Eduardo’s Be-

atification can be found on his prayer card. All of us as Cursillistas should have one of these prayer 

cards in our possession and should pray it regularly so that we can share in the joy with hundreds of 

thousands of Cusillistas from around the world that our founder, Eduardo Bonnín Aguiló will someday 

be counted among the canonized saints of Holy Mother Church. Eduardo Bonnín, Founder of Cursillos 

in Christianity, intercede for us.  

       Copyright © 2017, National Cursillo Center. All rights reserved. 2 To obtain prayer cards in lots of 

50 please contact our National Office and be part of the Beatification process of this humble Servant of 

God.  

       May God Bless you and Mary love you!  

       In Christ’s service and yours in friendship,  

       Deacon Gary Terrana  

       Asst. National Spiritual Advisor  



 

Opportunities Available to Serve Our Cursillo Community: 

Post Cursillo – Coordinate and Host Ultreyas, help Cursillistas and their groups 

in a progressive state of conversion. 

Communication Coordinator – help “manage and coordinate CICC Commu-

nications” -  social media, The CICC website, the newsletter, the prayer chain, 

facebook, twitter, Instagram. 

School of Leaders – Coordinate the Reunion and the Ultreya of our Cursillis-

tas. 

Music Coordinator – Oversee and attend Closings, register music used for 

copyright. 

Treasurer – keep accurate and precise records of the budget. 

 

Please feel free to contact any Secretariat member or attend a Secretariat 

meeting.  Feel free to contact…  laydirector@cursillo-cicc.org 

 

One way to grow and learn more about Cursillo is to be actively involved as a  

Secretariat member.  Welcome. 

mailto:laydirector@cursillo-cicc.org


      A Prayer Space Place 
 

     Home shrines or spaces for devotional items are a place to dis-
play our sacramentals and dispose us to receive and cooperate 
with grace. 
     We can display our expressions of popular piety by setting up a 
home shrine or prayer corner. 
     This gives us an opportunity to express our style and taste, our 
piety and our devotion.  The most interesting prayer corners, home 
shrines, and even gardens are those that are most meaningful to 
your family. 
     Having a dedicated place for praying helps set the mood for 
prayers as a family or an individual. 
     Some are plain and some are more elaborate showing your love 
for God to be seen in every detail. 
     Here are examples from people in our area who have home 
shrines and places of prayer. 

 

Contributed by: Beth Doran, Editor 

 


