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From The Lay Director Desk... 

Voice – Spring 2018 

Every year after Easter Sunday, we hear in the first readings 
from the Acts of the Apostles, and every year I am in awe 
how the Apostles added great numbers to their own - these 
accounts give me a great sense of hope – and purpose – in 
my 4th day as I walk with Christ and with others! 

I am especially attracted to the sense of community that is 

emerging and how these first Christians engaged with and 

cared for another. The parallel between what we hear in the 

Acts of Apostles and our 4th day as Cursillistas is no coinci-

dence as the essence and method of Cursillo has and always 

will be Christ and Christian Living! 

A few reflections: 

• Remembering first that the building 

of community started with the first 

Disciples – friends who had commit-

ted themselves to following Christ - a 

group reunion of sorts, who spent 

time with the Risen Christ (piety) and 

listened intently as he broke open the 

Word to them (study) and how essen-

tial this was for them so that they 

could be more effective in sharing the 

Good News (action) … 

* As community, they “devoted them-

selves to meeting together…praising God 

and enjoying favor with all the peo-

ple” (Acts 2:6) – in the same way that we 

Cursillitas come together as community in 

Ultreya, this time together not only gave 

them an opportunity to celebrate and 

share what God was doing in their lives, 

but also strengthened them as One and 

for the work of sharing the good news…  

Spring 2018



* They were of “one heart and one mind” (Acts 4:32) – these are the words that really 
resonate with me! They bring to mind a sense of peace and harmony among people… I 
see the love and care that these first Christians shared with each other and my thoughts 
naturally turn to the Cursillo 4th day community that I have enjoyed for the past 15 years 
since I made my weekend! 

These women and men have illuminated my faith journey with the Light of Christ! 
Through friendship they have offered prayer, support, and encouragement. Their witness 
teaches and inspires me, and in sharing the journey with them, I have found courage, 
strength and JOY in “living what is fundamental to being a Christian!” This community 
extends far and wide - not just here in Central Indiana but across the country and into the 
heavenly realm where friend Cursillistas have entered their 5th day… 

 

Our 4th day community is not just a group of people that know and love Jesus and love 
and support each other – we are a Christianity in Action - and our work flows out of this 
love and relationship! This is one of the foundations of Cursillo – that God’s work be ac-
complished through friendship! In our own environments and as a Cursillo Community, 
we are called to give Witness and be Christ’s Light in the world! Christ IS counting on 
us! 

“…and with great power they bore witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and 
great favor was accorded on them all” (Acts 4:33) 

 

This Easter Season and always, let us embrace, live and give witness to the Peace and 
Light of the Risen Christ! Alleluia!  

De Colores! 

Jennifer 



 

CURSILLO # 118   I Am   MARCH 1—4, 2018 



Men’s Cursillo #118 began Thursday, March 1 as we began to set up and prepare to receive the seventeen 
men sent to harvest the fruit of our labors. It was such a joy to put a face with the names of the men we 
had been praying and sacrificing for for months. The team and candidates shared names, parish, family 
and a moment when they are happiest. Interestingly, not one shared they were happy to be at the Cursillo. 
We just got to know who each one was, when silence began so we all could better understand who I Am 
for God and who God is for me. The silence of the night was a special grace after a busy day and it was 
good. We were all invited to Come and see, to open our minds and hearts to know our self.   Friday, our 
first day was a special day filled with amazing activities, morning liturgy, Eucharist, reconciliation, and 
the talks all began to ripen the fruit for harvest. The men were feeling more comfortable and we began to 
see the first signs of cooperation and acceptance to His holy plans and it was good. We witnessed the 
“Blizzard at Cursillo” poster much to the delight of all that could “see” the love freely flowing from 
above. The Way of the Cross, adoration and most Holy Rosary was a perfect end to the first day of the 
Cursillo. We were blessed. By Saturday morning meditation, the men all knew that Christ does exist, He is 
alive!  
     Our morning entertainment was the class picture. The candidates were all engaged in discussions and 
reflections of the Rollos. Many of the men remained at their tables to continue sharing and growing closer 
to Christ. After a wonderful lunch we were all treated to the Embrazio demonstration. Greg missed it the 
first time so it was repeated in slow motion. The posters were judged and the reviews were wonderful but 
Richard Hook’s poster was judged the best of all. The evening meditations were followed by the special 
Cursillo Rosary and candle light prayer vigil with Taize and reflective music and all were blessed. Sunday 
morning began early. We were surprised to have two Cursillistas from the community to help us serve 
breakfast in bed to all the candidates. In the Sunday morning meditation we were reminded that it was 
Christ who called us to the Cursillo and it was very good to be here. But we could not remain on this 
mountaintop, we were to go forth with the seed to be planted in our environments so it would bear fruit 
one hundredfold. The talks all focused on what was ahead and the men were ready! They would not go to 
sleep! They would stay awake and bring witness to all they meet that I Am who Am sent us. Christ did not 
call the qualified, he qualified the called. The community heard them speak at closing as we all began 
praying we would make a friend, be a friend and bring a friend to Christ at Cursillo 119 in October. 
 
Joe Rice  Cursillo # 118  Rector  I Am 

       I Am 
Cursillo # 118 

March 1 – 4, 2018 

Compliments of Ward Degler—Artist 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Wow, as all of the young kids are saying now, the Women's #108 weekend 
"Souls on Fire" was LIT! We had a record breaking number of 36 candidates with 
all of them showing up on Thursday and staying the entire weekend (despite 
some who probably initially desired to leave on Thursday evening!).  We had all 
of the Cursillo basics, lots of good food, snacks, great music, prayers, more food 
and snacks...but what I observed as most important was a healing of souls 
through reconciliation, mass, adoration, chapel visits, and the support of fellow 
Christians.  While some tears were shed, we also laughed, and we laughed hard, 
which was also healing. True friendships with Jesus were formed and so were au-
thentic friendships with one another. As it states in our Pilgrim's Guides "with our 
SOULS ON FIRE and strengthened by His Grace, we go out and proclaim to the 
world, as all His apostles have done throughout the ages, that He is the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life."     
     Happy 4th day to all of us, may we all go and light our world on fire!  
 
 
De Colores,  
Amy Strasburger 
Women's #83 
Table of Self Control  
 

 

 

Souls On Fire 
Cursillo # 108 

Compliments of Ward Degler - Artist 



You all know the Cursillo adage, “Make a friend, be a friend, bring a friend to Christ”. 
As Christians, this is what we are called to do. All parts of the Cursillo weekend serve a 
purpose in bringing friends to Christ, just as Paul says in 1 Cor 12:5, “there are different 
forms of service but the same Lord;”. Of all the different forms of service, there is one 
that is critical, the services of a priest as spiritual director for the weekend. Priests pro-
vide spiritual nourishment via the Eucharist at mass, soul cleansing and healing via the 
sacrament of Penance, and spiritual guidance by their talk, homily and conversation. 

We see the benefit for us, but somehow we need to convince new priests that there is 
benefit for them. Here are a couple ideas:  

1. Priests have retreats regularly, but how often do they get to interact with laity like on 
a Cursillo weekend?;  

2. . Cursillo is a way of life, not just a nice spiritual weekend. One can’t appreciate this 
unless they have made a weekend;  

3. Cursillistas are usually more active in their parish, ie., more help to the priests.  

There has to be more benefits for the priests. Bring them up when you invite a priest to 
make a weekend. All these things apply to seminarians, too, but would prepare them be-
fore the priesthood. How would they work this into their busy study schedule? That’s a 
question for the bishops and/or directors of vocations. These questions are easy to pro-
pose, but not to answer! 

So what are you doing to encourage a priest or seminarian (a future priest, God willing) 
to make a Cursillo weekend? Between the Archdiocese of Indianapolis and the Diocese 
of Lafayette in Indiana there are currently 22 and 15 priests, respectively, who are Cur-
sillistas. While this may seem like a large number, a third of them are retired and may 
not have the stamina to serve a weekend as they would like. Furthermore, the overall 
shortage of priests makes it difficult for many to get away for a weekend. This also im-
pedes getting other priests to make a weekend for the first time. 

Bottom line, don’t be afraid to ask your priests to make a Cursillo. Maybe if there are 
enough requests, it will become a priority. 

God bless, 

Chuck Bunnell 

 



Cursillo – Prayer Support for our Church in Central Indiana… 

In the Cursillo, we rely on the support of the Clergy in many ways, especially for - but 
not limited to - the 3-day weekends, as Spiritual Directors and Sacramental Ministers, 
Spiritual Rollos, and other Theological teaching and instruction within the Movement. 
Their support and time is a gift to us, and increasingly so with the current shortage of 
priests! 

Here are ways WE can support the Clergy and further the Mission of the Church in our 
area: 

* PRAY for all our Priests and for an increase in Vocations to the priesthood – as well as 
to the vowed and religious life! 

 

* PRAY for the intentions of the Local Churches in Indianapolis and Lafayette: 

o For Archbishop Thompson and Bishop Doherty – may they be guided by and open to 
the Holy Spirit in their Leadership 

o For the special intention of Archbishop Thompson to prayerfully read his 1st Pastoral 

Letter “We are One in Christ: a Pastoral Letter on Fundamentals of Christian Anthropol-

ogy (Catholic social doctrine - the way Christians view human dignity and the end or 

purpose of human society) – link on home page of www.archindy.org – (there is also a 

Guide to assist parishes and individuals in studying the pastoral letter – a great oppor-

tunity for STUDY from our tri-pod!) 

Jennifer Burger—Lay Director 



GRAND REUNION ULTREYA 
April 7, 2018 

Our Lady Of Grace Catholic Church, Noblesville 
 

     Approximately 150 Cursillistas enjoyed the Spring 
time evening of a carry in meal together.  Followed by 
Prayer, many happy songs, laughs, a multitude of smil-
ing faces that enriched friendships and built new ones.   
     The witness speakers kept everyone at full attention 
inspiring all to be better disciples of Christ and the im-
portance of saying Yes to answering God’s call.  An-
swering God’s call and walking in God’s Love helps us 
to live life to the fullest.  Emphasizing Cursillo is a way 
of life.   Their Joy was infectious and inspiring.   
    After more songs and prayer, the evening closed as 
we sang Our God Reigns. 
 



                                Save The Date 

Lafayette Cursillo Community Picnic 
Family Event 

 
June 17, 2018 

1:00 PM 
 

To be held at:  Von & Terry Keech Home 
 

Coordinators supply the meat & tableware 
Bring a dish to share 
Bring your lawn chair 

Possible Mass before lunch 
 

Everyone is invited 
For more info contact: 

Von Keech – vonkeech@hotmail.com 
Jeff  Jarboe – jmj357mmj@gmail.com 

 

August 4, 2018 
Noon Start Time! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Serra Club Softball game: 

2018 Serra Series 
Priests vs. Seminarians 

Softball Game 
Kokomo Municipal Stadium 

Benefits the Seminarian Fund! 

mailto:vonkeech@hotmail.com
mailto:jmj357mmj@gmail.com


Have You Ever Had This Conversation With Yourself? 
 

     It’s been a busy day.  I’m tired. I’d like to go to Ultreya tonight but I 
just can’t decide.   
     Yes, I am going!   
     Once there, there are so many smiling, happy faces.  Lots of  hugs.  
Music.  Bible enthronement.  Interesting witness speakers.  Sharing.  
Prayers.  Circle up singing. 
     WOW.  I’m so glad I went.  Now I’m energized, batteries recharged.  
I’m not tired anymore.  So grateful I went or I would have missed a re-
ally good time of  friends, new thoughts, sharing, and all those happy 
faces and hugs.  I feel good again. 
     I am so glad I went to Ultreya. 
     Onward! 
     De Colores! 

 

        Upcoming Ultreya’s 

 

  May 17, 2018 
Thursday 

After 5:30 pm Mass 
 (approximately 6:30 pm) 

Bring a snack or drink to share. 
 

Build your Faith Walk. 
Come 

Grow Friendships 
 

       

Logansport 



May 19, 2018 
St Lawrence Church, Lafayette at 7:00 PM 

                                         
                           Lower Level Social Hall 



 

 

 

                          

 

 Please join us May 19th, 2018  

Holy Spirit at Geist and St. Simon  

                                                

 

 

 

 Holy Spirit Parish at Geist Catholic Church  

 

10350 Glaser Way 
Fishers, IN 46037 

 

Don’t Forget to Bring a Friend! 

Non-Cursillista’s are welcome! 
Mass Begins at 5:30 pm 

Pitch-in Dinner at 6:45 PM (Bring your favorite side dish 
or dessert) 

ULTREYA AT 7:15 PM 
Diocese of Indianapolis and Lafayette, Indiana 

 Father Dan 
With Witness 

Speakers 



SAVE the DATE! 

City Wide 

St. Luke Catholic Church 

 

When:               June 2, 2018   
Where:                 School Cafeteria 

 

         7575 Holiday Dr., Indianapolis, IN 46260 

                          Mass Begins at 5:30 PM 

                        Pitch-in Dinner at 6:30 PM 

                              ULTREYA at 7:30PM 
 

       Diocese of Indianapolis and Lafayette, Indiana 
 

 Be a Friend and Bring that Friend to the Ultreya! 



 

             It’s not too early to send in applications. 

 
Upcoming Cursillo (English) Weekends 

 
October 4 – October 7, 2018 – Men’s Weekend 

October 18 – October 21, 2018 – Women’s Weekend 
 

February 28 – March 3, 2019 – Men’s Weekend 
March 28 – March 31, 2019 – Women’s Weekend 

 
October 3 – October 6, 2019 – Men’s Weekend 

October 17 – October 20, 2019 – Women’s Weekend 
 

Upcoming Cursillo (Spanish) Weekends 
 

May 3 – 6, 2018 – Men’s Weekend 
May 10 – 13, 2018 – Women’s Weekend 

 

Download applications from www.cursillo-cicc.org 


