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  I came across a reflection this past  spring as we were approaching 
Pentecost in which I read “The Church was conceived in the Upper 
Room, but it was born in the streets of Jerusalem” and it has provided 
ample opportunities for further reflection for me… 
 
 In the context of Cursillo, the “Upper Room” resembles our 3-day 
weekends – there is an anticipation and openness to receive by all 
present in the triple Encounter with Christ, enveloped in the Love of 
God through the Holy Spirit. Many seeds are sown on a 3-day week-
end with the intention that they take root and grow in ones 4th day 
where we live – our “Streets” – and to which we are called to        
continue to live the Cursillo, sharing the Good News and being Christ 
to others in our environments! 
 
The Cursillo is conceived on the 3-day weekend and lived in the 4th 
day – this was the original intention of the founder of the Cursillo 
Movement, Eduardo Bonnin. As powerful, beautiful and transforming 
as our 3-day weekends have been, if we don’t have active Group    
Reunions and Ultreyas in our 4th day in which the Cursillo can take 
form and grow in the life of the Cursillista, then we have simply pro-
vided a great weekend experience. 
 
In the broader context, just as the first Disciples took to the streets 
proclaiming Christ in native tongues to those gathered in Jerusalem, 
we too are called to reach those whose language we speak – our 
friends - who may not be familiar with, or who seek to know and   
understand better the language of God’s Love in Christ Jesus! This is 
the foundation of Cursillo, which recognizes friendship as the best 
means to evangelize the world with the Good News that God in Christ 
loves us. 
 
There are places and people that you can reach that others cannot…
this is your “Street.” And in our unique and individual calling as bap-
tized Catholics and as Laity in the Church, we must go there! Christ is 
counting on us! 

From The Lay Directors Desk... 

Whether you are approaching 
someone who is far away from 
the Church, or someone you 
would like to invite to attend a  
3-day weekend, let us persevere 
through the encouragement and 
support of each other in friend-
ship and community through 
Group Reunion and Utreya - 
and let us never fail to turn to 
the Advocate the Holy Spirit to 
guide us and give us the     
courage and ability to            
effectively reach others – Come 
Holy Spirit! 
 
 
Peace and Blessings in Christ, 
De Colores! 
Jennifer Burger 
CICC Lay Director 



  The Weekends Are Coming…. 

      The Weekends Are Coming... 

Rector of Men’s Cursillo # 121... 

Top O’ the mornin’ to ya! 

As I asked for God’s guidance when considering the overall theme of men’s weekend 
121 I asked myself a series of questions. What does Cursillo mean to me? What did it do 
for me? What do I want this weekend to do for the men that attend it? 

I thought back on how many times (years) my sponsor had asked me to attend a weekend 
and how many times I said no. How my weekend truly introduced me to God and good 
Catholic people. How I wished I had said yes when asked the first time…. I love Cur-
sillo! I love the people I have met through it. I love how my relationship with God has 
grown since my first weekend. I know I can never thank my sponsor enough for his kind-
ness and persistence in trying to bring his friend to Christ. But I can try by serving on 
every weekend I can. A men’s weekend is full of laughter and reassurance. Good food 
and plenty of it! Brotherhood and prayer. All designed to help break down the barriers of 
those that don’t know God and are lost. 

I was lost before. So lost. I know that out there, somewhere, is a man just like me. Loves 
his family and his children but not close to meeting the potential that God has for him. 
The thought of that one lost man drives me. My theme is taken from the Matt Maher song 
– Lord I need you. That sums up every problem that life throws at me. So many are cry-
ing out, Lord I need you, please help me! So as the men of team 121 begin formation in 
preparation for our weekend, I ask for your prayers. I ask that through your prayers, we 
the team, will be His instruments for when that one lost man cries out “LORD I NEED 
YOU”. 

Mick Gillen 

Servant Rector #121 

October 3—6, 2019 

Lord I need you. 

Cursillo 99 

Table of St. Jude (Patron saint of impossible causes, coincidence? I don’t think so) 

St. Lawrence Roman Catholic Church, Lafayette IN. 

 



My name is  Karla Kinkade, I made Cursillo #76 where I sat at the table of Peace, and I 
worship at St. Louis de Montfort in Fishers, IN. I have accepted the invitation to serve as 
Rectora of Women’s Cursillo #111 in Central Indiana which will be held October 17-20, 
2019 at the St. Joseph Retreat Center in Tipton, Indiana. The theme of the weekend will be 
“Jesus, I Trust in You”, and I am blessed that Fr. John Kiefer will serve as the Spiritual Di-
rector and Sue Kuphall will serve as the Assistant Rectora. 

I would like to introduce myself and explain the theme for the upcoming weekend. I was 
born into a Catholic family, baptized as an infant, and educated in Catholic schools for 
twelve years. My faith was formed by witnessing the piety and actions of my parents and 
teachers, and my study began in my Catholic school and church communities. I remember 
having a picture of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in my bedroom as I was growing up, and later, 
as a young adult, developing a First Friday Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Howev-
er, it wasn’t until I made my Cursillo in the spring of 2002 that all of my Catholic 
knowledge and routine practices became permeated with love. Cursillo has been faith-
changing for me. I didn’t have a “lightning bolt” experience on my weekend, but I felt the 
amazing love of the Holy Spirit in a way that I never had before, and this love continues to 
grow and deepen. Because of Cursillo, I have experienced the love of Christ, the love of 
my Cursillo companions, and a desire to share this love with others through action. 

It was while serving on a Cursillo team that I was introduced to the Divine Mercy Devo-
tion. I have come to love this simple, yet powerful prayer, especially when it is sung. In his 
book, 7 Secrets of Divine Mercy, author Vinny Flynn explains that the Sacred Heart image 
with its flames of love and crown of thorns shows us the source of mercy, while the Divine 
Mercy image with its rays of red and white light shows us the distribution of mercy. 
Through the Cursillo method of study, I have learned that devotion to Divine Mercy is in-
separable from devotion to the Sacred Heart, which was planted in me so long ago. Since 
Jesus has only one Heart, His Sacred Heart is His Heart of Divine Mercy! This realization 
was a "Christ moment" for me, and it inspired me to choose the Divine Mercy image with 
the words "Jesus, I trust in You" as the theme for the Women's Cursillo #111. I pray that Je-
sus' Sacred Heart overflows with merciful love for the women on this Cursillo weekend. 

As I assemble the team and progress toward the weekend, I humbly ask for your prayers to 

know and follow the will of the Holy Spirit and to continue to trust in Jesus. Also, please 

consider inviting a friend to the weekend. DeColores! 

                                                                                      

Rectora of Women’s Cursillo #111 
 



                                                      Let’s Plan More Ultreyas! 
 
 According to our Cursillo Leaders Manual, “We can say that the Friendship Group Reunion oversees the 
good of the individual, and the Ultreya oversees the good of the community.” To keep our Central Indiana 
Cursillo Community strong, we really need to have more Ultreyas! Inviting someone to an Ultreya is also a 
wonderful way to expose a potential candidate to Cursillo. 
 
 Lafayette has a monthly Ultreya and we’d like to see monthly Ultreyas planned in Indianapolis and in oth-
er regions. Did you know that the outline for an Ultreya is very simple? 
      You open with prayer,  
      have a floating group reunion, 
      a single witness talk, 
      a few minutes of time for attendees to respond to or “echo” the witness speaker,  
     and a Spiritual Advisor’s Summation (if a priest, deacon or religious is available).  
The entire program portion is only about an hour. 
 
 It can be fun to include music with musicians and a meal or other refreshments, but those are entirely op-
tional. 
 
Could you please consider hosting a simple Ultreya at your parish? 
 Steve and I, as your Postcursillo Chairs, would love to help you with organization, publicity and anything 
else you may need. 
 
 De Colores! 
Ellen Sanders, Cursillo #90,  
                         Table of Jesus, the Prince of Peace,  
                         St. Monica, Indianapolis.  
                         Postcursillo@cursillo-cicc.org 

The Fall Cursillo weekends are fast approaching. Which friends 

have you recently invited to Christ?  

#fill_er_up  

  

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/fill_er_up?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG


 

       The Lafayette Cursillo Community enjoyed their May 18, 2019 Ultreya at St. Lawrence 
Catholic Church in Lafayette at 7 pm. 
   Fr. Mark Walters gave witness to his experience of the Women’s Cursillo # 110 – The Cry 
of My Heart. 
     While living the Grace he experienced at Cursillo, he experienced a community of love 
and joy that was formed to build a community of disciples ready and willing to share 
Christ’s love with others. 
     Cursillo means living in Grace with God and one another. 
     Cursillo is abundantly clear to him that we pray for others and do sacrifices for others.  
Prayer gives meaning to time. 
      We are a Christian Catholic Army in action and in formation as God has prepared us for 
Battle.  
     De Colores – Onward!! 

 



The Ultreya at St. Malachy on Saturday, June 
1, 2019 was wonderful! Steve Koch and the St. 
Malachy team were fantastic hosts. 

 Sr. Cathy Anne Lepore lead us 

in beautiful music where we 

sang our love for God  

Amy Strasburger gave a beautiful testimony about how our 
everyday actions reveal our love of Jesus Christ which can truly 
transform people. She shared a story of hearing God call her to 
listen to a man with love, without judging him. At the end of 
their session that man asked Amy if she was Catholic because 
the only other person that man had encountered who demon-
strated such an open heart was a Catholic priest. Isn’t that a 
great example of what we’re called to do as Christians? 

 And Jennifer and Paul Burger gave us great ideas 
on using some proven sales techniques to help po-
tential candidates really hear The Holy Spirit so we 
can fill up the fall Cursillo weekends. Let’s share the 
names of 2-3 people you’d like to attend Cursillo at 
your Friendship Group Reunion and ask your group 
to pray for these people and to also reach out to them 
and invite them to Cursillo. 
 
Hosting an Ultreya at your parish is easy! Please 
reach out to Steve and Ellen Sanders 
at Postcursillo@cursillo-cicc.org so we can help 
you. 
 De Colores! 

 Ellen Sanders 
Post Cursillo Chairperson 

https://www.facebook.com/amy.strasburger?__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARCYbHh9K0hEGLbMYRTdvRWq_G0z1rheBk8LDAC9ixySqbSTKfg7VRHSTEQ6hzkVUF6bzsTnKHNRpHaG&fref=mentions
mailto:Postcursillo@cursillo-cicc.org


Beautiful day for a picnic! A little warm, but glad to see so many Cursillista's from the Lafayette and Indi-

anapolis diocese. The food was great, but the fellowship was better. Thanks to all that came out to share 

the day with us!  

Good food and good fellowship at the Lafayette Cursillo community family picnic at 

the home of Terry and Von Keech. Between 55 & 60 attending. We miss you when 

you are not with us.   Sunday, June 30, 2019. 

Lafayette Cursillo Community Picnic 



  The MAN of the SHROUD Exhibit 

God gives and forgives.  Man gets and 
forgets.  A wise priest once told me that 
and I have kind of made it the focus of my 
spiritual journey during this past year or 
so.  The more I think about it the more it 
makes sense, and the more so many of 
the teachings of our great Church make 
sense. 
 
It was in this spirit that I first became re-
acquainted with the Holy Shroud of Turin 
a little over a year ago.  It was actually 
late on Holy Thursday evening in 2018. 
Back in our homeschool days we began 
the tradition of making unleavened bread 
and allowing the kids to have a taste of 
wine with our own little version of the 
Passover meal each Holy Thursday.  We 
had done all that and been to Mass and 
Adoration as well, but I was still hungry, 
spiritually.  I went to the computer to see 
what I might find on Formed.org to help fill 
the void.  One of the featured items was a 
talk by Fr Francis Peffley called “The Pas-
sion of Christ in Light of the Holy 
Shroud.”  I had very low expectations 
since I had heard that the shroud was all 
really just a legend born of a forgery.  
Something about it made me want to 
check it out anyway.  “Hey, it’s free and I 
can just quit if it is boring or I don’t like it 
for any other reason,” I thought. Well, not 
only did I listen to the entire thing but I 
was amazed throughout! The next even-
ing I listened to it again and I could NOT 
stop talking about it! 

If you are not familiar with the Holy Shroud of 
Turin it is a 14 X 3 ft linen cloth which is be-
lieved to be the actual burial cloth of Jesus 
Christ.  On the linen one can see with the na-
ked eye two overlaying images. One shows 
many blood stains left by the man who was ob-
viously tortured and crucified before being bur-
ied in the cloth. The other is an image which no 
scientist has been able to explain or replicate 
(though the best of the best have certainly 
tried).  It is a photographic negative of the man 
who once laid in the shroud. The mysterious 
image is made by the dehydration of the linen 
fibrils made by a very quick, very powerful burst 
of energy.  Science has no explanation but, of 
course, we know it was the resurrection! 
 
I was doing some googling one day and saw 
that there was a traveling exhibit called “The 
Man of the Shroud” which was available to bor-
row.  It is made available by the National Shrine 
of Maximilian Kolbe at Marytown.  I called our 
pastor immediately and we got on the schedule 
for June 4-9, 2019. I could not wait to share this 
outside of my own family!  I suspect they were 
glad for my newly found outlet as well! 

 



Our display opened on Tuesday, June 4 and ran 
through Sunday, June 9 for a total of 40 hours, 
which is the amount of time some theologians say 
Jesus lay in the tomb. It included a full-sized repli-
ca of the shroud, a serpentine display of over 60 
panels explaining the scientific work which sup-
ports its authenticity (as well as disproving the car-
bon-14 findings), and a full-sized crucifix showing 
the body of Jesus as he hung on the cross based 
on the findings of the research.  We included some 
beautiful music and had some audio and video 
rooms set up for people who wanted to learn more. 
Of course, Fr Peffley’s audio was available!  It was 
not easy to get it all set up, but our parish always 
comes through with help and we were all very 
pleased with the results of our efforts. 
 
We had about 300 visitors by the time it was all 
over, which was more than we expected since we 
are such a small parish.  I think about 200 of the 
visitors were non-parishioners. Many were Cur-
sillistas!  Thank you very much!!  Many were Cath-
olics from other parishes, protestants from our area 
(we had met with the ministerial association in our 
area so they could make their congregations aware 
of it), and some were just curious folks.  Come Ho-
ly Spirit!  He had something for everyone!  It was 
so enjoyable for me to talk to random people about 
the goodness of God!  This subject is usually kind 
of like the elephant in the room that no one wants 
to acknowledge. It was really wonderful! 
 

God gives and forgives. We get and for-
get.  Jesus, though one of us did not get 
and forget.  He gave and forgave just 
like His heavenly Father.  The shroud 
shows it all.  I see the 2 overlaying im-
ages of the shroud as the manifestation 
of the greatest prayer ever prayed. Je-
sus’ total gift of self to the Father on our 
behalf is revealed in those bloody stains 
to anyone with eyes to see. The Fa-
ther’s triumphant reply is revealed in the 
mysterious image of the man.  Fr 
Peffley says that some call the Shroud 
of Turin a fifth Gospel because so much 
can be gleaned from study of it and 
meditation upon it.  I certainly agree 
with that. 
 
                                                                          
Contributed by:  Eileen Hayes 
                                                                                        
St. Francis Xavier Church 
                                                                                         
Attica, IN 
                                              
         
                                                                                        

 



Steve Koch 

Peoria Cursillo 1027 

Table of St. Felicianus 

St. Malachy Parish, Brownsburg, Indiana  



Visited Any Interesting Churches Lately………. 

Basilica de la Mare de Deu dels Desamparats 
Valencia, Spain 

Basilica of Our Lady of the Forsaken 
 

     This Basilica is dedicated to the patron saint of the city and is the most important 
religious building in Valencia from the 17th century.  Built between 1652 and 1667, it 
is the only church in the old part of the city that was built new from the foundations 
up, and not on an existing parish church or convent. 
     On our tour of the city, we were told that in the 1600’s, there was a devasting 
plague, the Black Plague which caused the deaths of 1,000’s of people and the   
people were praying and begging for the plague to stop.  They were advised to pray 
to Mary, Our Lady of Desperation of the Forsaken. 
     In due time, the plague just stopped for no known reason.  It was declared a   
miracle.  In their gratitude, the priest serving them at the time suggested they build 
a church in honor of Mary, Our Lady of Desperation of the Forsaken. 
     The Cathedral of the city is situated just next door to the Basilica.  It’s quite a 
memorable site to see a Cathedral and a Basilica side by side in the city square. 

 
                                                           Contributed by:  Beth Doran 
                                                                                   Cursillo # 602 Peoria Diocese 
                                                                                    St. Joseph Church, Lebanon 



 

The Diocese of Knoxville Secretariat sends a personal invitation 
for you to join us for a Cursillo de Cursillo. 

FOR ALL WHO HAVE MADE A CURSILLO: Lay Directors, Spiritual Advisors, Secre-
tariat and all members of the 4th day community interested in participating as Sponsors 
and Teams members 

Dates: October 24-27, 2019 

Location: Foothills Camp and Retreat Center - (865) 995-6032 

2926 Topside Rd, Louisville, TN 37777 

We ask that registrations be returned by September 15, 2019, so we can make final food 
and room arrangements. (See attached Registration form for details). We also request 
that, if possible, you arrive between 4:30-6:00 p.m. We will only provide light snacks 
Thursday evening. Please eat before you come. The weekend will begin at 7 pm on 
Thursday and end at 12:30 pm on Sunday. Lunch will be available before departure. A 
confirmation letter and map will follow after receipt of your registration. If you have any 
questions, please, contact Angela Feltz at angelafeltz127@gmail.com or by phone 865-
719-0280, or you may contact Lois Schering 
by email at schering4@aol.com. We look        
forward to seeing you in October for this 
wonderful informative weekend! 

Cursillo de Cursillo  –  

The Diocese of Knoxville will be hosting a Cursillo de Cursillo (CDC) Octo-
ber 24-27, 2019. This is open to ANYONE who has made a Cursillo – all 
Cursillistas! 

Simply stated, Cursillo de Cursillos (CDC) is a course about the Foundational 
Charism of Cursillo. The CDC has provided Cursillistas with a treasure of 
knowledge and a living experience of what is essential in the mentality,       
essence, purpose, and method of the Movement. The CDC is offered to those 
Cursillistas who have the desire to be effective Christian leaders in the world. 
It has provided many Cursillistas with an opportunity to discover the immense 
possibilities that Cursillo offers the person, the Church and the world. 

Please see links on our CICC website for details and registration of this event! 

                                          Cursillo-cicc.org 



Upcoming Events  

 

 


