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  Jennifer Burger 

CICC Lay Director 

 
                  Happy New Year! 
 
For a number of years now I have found a word that will 
be my guide in the new year …actually the word finds me 
and then tends to lead me! Last year my word was 
“pilgrimage” - and what a journey 2019 was for me! 
Among the more significant legs of my journey was los-
ing my job of 12 years, setting out to find a new job and 
landing in a place and environment I could’ve never im-
agined but for which God had prepared me! 
 
The word that has found me for 2020 is “Rooted” – which 
intrigues me as this can refer to and lead to many things! 
We are rooted in many things – our families, communi-
ties, our ideas, in our faith and in Christ….most of which 
truly define who we are and where we find meaning and 
purpose in our lives. 
 
In Cursillo and as a Movement, we too find our identity, 
meaning and purpose as Cursillistas in our roots – namely 
our founder, Eduardo Bonnin. 
By encouragement of National and Regional Leaders, our 
CICC Secretariat and School of Leaders (in development) 
participated in this study of the Foundational Charism of 
the Cursillo Movement, through workshops and Edu-
ardo’s writings. This has brought about what some may 
view or anticipate as “change” in our 3-day weekends, 
but in reality, is the “rediscovery” of the Cursillo as it was 
originally intended to be – its purpose. And it is good – 
very good! 
 
Our Spring 2020 teams (Cursillo Leaders) are being intro-
duced to this in preparation for the upcoming weekends. 
For many in our 4th day community, this will have no 
direct impact but it might interest you to know something 
about how Cursillo came about…. 

To better understand these “roots” of the 
Cursillo Movement and its foundational 
Charism, I encourage you to read “My 
Spiritual Testament…”              
 
Click here for “My Spiritual Testament” article  
 
I pray that good words and opportunities 
find you in this New Year and may all 
your days be Blessed! 
 
De Colores! 
 
Peace, Love and Friendship, 
 
Jennifer 

https://cursillo-cicc.org/documents/2020/1/Eduardo-Bonnin-Spiritual-Testament.pdf


Dear Cursillistas, 
 
“How beautiful on the mountain are the feet of those who bring good news.” I become 
emotional at every Cursillo Closing when we surround the new Cursillistas and sing 
these powerful words from the Prophet Isaiah. By that point in the weekend the Holy 
Spirit has done what the Holy Spirit does so well and God’s grace is overflowing. For 
me it is the climax of the entire weekend and is always my ‘close moment’ of the week. 
 
Before we arrive at that beautiful moment, however, much has taken place in prepara-
tion for that explosion of grace. Literally hundreds of people have been involved and 
hundreds of hours have been invested in the many different aspects of the weekend. But 
if we rewind the weekend, we realize that it all begins with an invitation. Someone 
cared enough to invite us to Cursillo. 
 
I still remember the invitation that Tom Kitchen made to me more than 20 years ago. I 
had just returned from Africa and had never heard of Cursillo, but the movement was 
well established in Richmond and was bearing wonderful fruit in the lives of so many 
of the parishioners of the three parishes there. I will always be grateful to Tom for invit-
ing me to Cursillo and sponsoring me on my weekend. 
 
As we prepare for the spring weekends, now is the time for us to be that special person 
who extends an invitation to another person. It all begins with prayer. “Unless the Lord 
builds the house, the laborers labor in vain” (Psalm 127). Ask the Lord in prayer to re-
veal who it is that He would like to be part of the Spring Cursillo and then love that 
person enough to extend the invitation. We are all called to be a part of the Pre-Cursillo 
and to cooperate with the Holy Spirit as we prepare for another explosion of grace in 
March of 2020! 
 
“How beautiful on the mountain are the feet of those who bring good news.” 
 
De Colores! 
Fr. Todd Riebe 



Journey Thoughts from Erv Gulley 

A Cursillista for the Ages 

 



 



                             

                                   

                                    My Why 

 
 
 
 

Why do we do the things that we do? I am often asked this question as I tend to say Yes a lot. I have 
learned in life that there is always a reason something comes your way. There is a lesson to be learned. 
When I was called by Jennifer and asked to be the Rector for team 122 , I knew I couldn’t say no. I asked 
myself why now, I’m not sure I have the band width to handle another event in my life currently. I also 
knew that I had been discerning for a nomination of this years Man of the Year campaign for the Leuke-
mia / Lymphoma society and that is quite the undertaking as it kicked off in December and runs until May 
9th. Oh, and I have a fast paced career that has me traveling often. 
 
I prayed for both of these positions and reminded God that He promises not to give me more than I can 
handle. SO, I said yes to both and also decided to train for a 100 century ride this spring at Lake Tahoe 
for charity and I am not a rider. Why you ask? Why not? Why shouldn’t we use the God given talents that 
we have to step outside our comfort zones. If you’re not a bit uncomfortable in life, I feel like you’re not 
growing. A few short years ago, I was living a very unhealthy life and couldn’t have said yes to many of 
the things I do today. I thank God every day for helping me find a much healthier version of myself so I 
can say Yes to more things. When I found out that this Cursillo would be different as we move into the 
step by step program, I got more excited and realized this is perfect for me. I typically find myself in situ-
ations that involve turning the corner or shifting a new direction and this change is very similar. We are 
finding our way back to the roots of what Cursillo was always meant to be. We are praying that we make 
Eduardo Bonnin proud of us here in Indiana. 
 
My team and I are so excited to launch the new step by step and perform to the level that God knows we 
will. We are starting our formation now and are learning as a team what it means to be a part of team 122. 
The team is taking on its own identity and will set the tone for the weekend coming in March. 
 
It is important for all of us to understand that we are not in charge and we won’t make the decisions on 
the weekend. God is large and in charge and we are a lot of instruments chirping away in his midst. 
 
I would be remiss if I didn’t comment on our fallen teammate Pete Cava. Pete was so excited to be a part 
of our team and more importantly, I was so excited that Pete had said Yes to join our team. At his viewing 
his wife held my hand and said “I am sorry Pete bailed on you”. I couldn’t stop smiling as that is a Pete 
Cava attitude. As I walked back through the line I was blown away from the support of our brothers and 
sisters from Cursillo that were there showing their respects. Pete would have been proud to see the Cur-
sillo Ultreya that he threw that night. He will be sorely missed on the team and we are praying for him to 
pray for us as we all come together for an unbelievable amazing spring Cursillo weekend. 
 

Decolores 
William (Bill) Demaree 
Rector Team 122 
 



                                                My Cursillo Journey  
 
My name is Therese Brandon , I worship at Holy Name Parish in Beech Grove. My      
Cursillo journey started on women’s Cursillo 80 in the spring of 2004 at the beautiful 
 St. Bernadette’s retreat center.  
 
The Cursillo movement changed my faith life and general “way of living” immediately in 
2004. The weekend, the women, St. Bernadette’s, the music, the Rollos and the community 
immediately added to the foundation that was started by my beloved parents and siblings. 
 
The commitment sheet was important as it was then that I promised to participate in group-
ing, I promised to try and sponsor people every year and or bring it up to someone and 
pray that they would consider attending a weekend, I promised to always be willing to Say 
YES to working team if That was  Gods plan and I was asked.  
 
Some 14 years later I stand completely Humbled and Honored to have been asked to be the 
Rectora for the spring 2020 Weekend. I was asked.....to trust....to surrender....to let go and 
Let God lead me through this return to the “Cradle Cursillo” that was originally designed 
and planned by Eduardo Bonnin. The Step by Step program has helped me to better under-
stand what Mr. Bonnin had given to us to carry on. Basically he has left this beautiful 
movement in Christianity as an inheritance to us ....to treasure, to care for and to protect. 
What a beautiful gift and treasure I have found in his Spiritual Testament. 
 
My recommendations to the formation team will be .... Don’t anticipate ...just surren-
der ...breath in God and breath out HIS love... give completely all you have to God ...allow 
yourself to relax and accept all the love and experience he is trying to give. With the help 
of my Spiritual Advisor Father Dan Duff we pray for sufficient Grace to be right where we 
need to be and do just as God wills for all of us on team.  
 
I am looking forward to the new changes that will allow the Candidates/Cursillistas to en-
counter herself, Christ and Others  in a simple fashion during their Cursillo experience.  
 
I’d like to thank the Cursillo community for all the love, support and constant prayer as we 
begin the women’s Cursillo spring #112. We ask for continued prayer and for all to make a 
friend....Be a friend and invite a friend to Christ for the upcoming weekend. 
 
DeColores  
 
Therese Brandon  
Spring Rectora March 19-22, 2020 

 



Palanca: Binding Us Together by Sharing Christ’s Love 
by Patty Brooks, CICC Palanca Coordinator 

 
“People from around the world have been praying and offering sacrifices for me and our weekend?! But, 

they don’t even know my name!” 
 

That was my initial reaction to the wall of general palanca acknowledgements on display at my 
Cursillo weekend. I was dumbfounded! These special people have been and were continuing to 
pray for everyone on our weekend. These unknown-to-me groups were sharing Christ’s love, a 
binding force of our faith. 
 
Through their general palanca offerings of time, sacrifices, and prayers, I became more bound 
to Christ through these Catholics—some as near as Fort Wayne or Indianapolis and others as far 
away as the Philippines. Their expressions of Christ’s love in action--depicted in multiple lan-
guages and images--was overwhelming and also humbling. 

General Palanca 
 
Eduardo Bonnín, the founder of the Cursillo 
movement, describes three essential lines of 
actions as fundamental to being a Christian: 
accept oneself as one is, understand that you 
can be better, and to journey in the company 
of others. General palanca can be one way 
Cursillistas throughout the world can journey 
together--through our shared sacrifices and 
prayers for all. 
General palanca of prayers, sacrifices, and 
works of mercy--offering our time to meet 
the needs of others--is offered for everyone, 
including all in Cursillo. Think of general 
palanca for Cursillo as a spiritual bouquet or 
gift wrapped up for your fellow Cursillis-
tas—those in formation, those attending a 
weekend, and those on their fourth day. 
Some offer general palanca, as an individual 
or in their group, for Cursillo and for all Cur-
sillistas by: 
· Praying the Divine Mercy chaplet on a specific 
hour of the day or day of the week 
· Dedicating a specific decade or mystery of the 
rosary to Cursillo (for example, the Luminous Mys-
teries or the decade of the Transfiguration or De-
scent of the Holy Spirit) 
· Attending Eucharistic Adoration together as a 
group for 1 hour each week or month 
 

· Working at a food pantry as a group · Signing 
up to help with the men’s and women’s week-
end 
· Reading and discussing a spiritual book, life of 
a saint, or scripture passage at each group ses-
sion 
· Praying a Hail Mary each day during a week-
end or week prior to the weekend for each 
team member or Cursillista attending a week-
end 
Through the Central Indiana Cursillo Cen-
ter (CICC) prayer request emails, you 
learn about Cursillo weekends happening 
throughout the world. These notifications 
might help you to focus on our fellow 
Cursillistas at specific locations as they 
hold their weekends throughout the year. 
Did you know that we send out a palanca 
acknowledgement letter on behalf of 
CICC? Your prayers, sacrifices, offerings, 
Masses, and gifts of time offered for Cur-
sillo are lifted up and sent throughout the 
world. We have a link on our CICC web-
site for worldwide Cursillo movements 
requesting palanca. (Note that our March 
weekends are now listed so that we can 
receive general palanca for our week-
ends.) 



Personal Palanca 
 
We have all been blessed by receiving indi-
vidual, personal palanca letters from others 
while on our weekend. Eduardo Bonnín has 
explained in his writings that a personal pal-
anca letter is more appropriate for family 
members and close friends to send to those 
whom they know. A general palanca letter, 
addressed to all team members, is more ap-
propriate when you do not know an individ-
ual but want to provide encouragement and 
share your palanca experiences. 

 
Come, Holy Spirit, Come! 
 
Now that our men’s and women’s teams 
are in formation for the March 2020 week-
ends, please continue to or begin to offer 
general palanca for them all. Please keep 
in mind that a palanca letter is appreciated, 
but not necessary to send as an acknowl-
edgement of your offering. The actual pal-
anca is Christ’s love in action. 
 
If anyone has questions about palanca or 
has suggestions on ways to offer palanca, 
please reach out to me via                      
palanca@cursillo-cicc.org.  
De Colores! 

72 Hour Prayer Chain 
 

     Praying for the team and new Cursillistas is a 
powerful, fruitful sacrifice that reaps enormous ben-
efits of God’s Grace.  As our prayers go up, Blessings 
come down to supply each person with what is 
needed in their life.  Our prayers can help merit for 
others graces for conversion, and God’s help to see 
how He is revealing Himself to them. 
     How we pray for others is less important then 

that we pray for them.  Praying truly is the most im-

portant gift we can give others.  
     Please sign up to help fill up the 72 Hour Prayer 
Chain so someone is praying for the weekend every 
hour during the 72 Hour weekend. 
     www.cursillo-cicc.org   Scroll down to Upcoming 
Weekends and click on Men’s Weekend, then Wom-
en’s Weekend and you will find the link for Join the 
72 Hour Prayer Chain.   
     De Colores 
     Beth Doran 

http://www.cursillo-cicc.org


Upcoming Cursillo Weekends…. 

 

Spring 2020 
 

Men’s # 122          March 5 – 8, 2020 
Women’s # 112       March 19 – 22, 2020 

 
Weekend Applications can be 

 Obtained from the CICC Website 

www.cursillo-cicc.org 

Held at St. Joseph Retreat Center in Tipton, IN 



 



Visited Any Interesting Churches Lately…. 

     St. Anthony of Padua Parish in Angola, Indiana was started as a mission church in the 1920’s in 
the “wild lake country around Angola.”  The Catholics were gathered together by the Priests and 
celebrated Mass at irregular intervals in different locations in Angola.  The first Mass was cele-
brated in the Angola High School in July 1924.  Then a big house was purchased from  Tri-State 
College and converted into a church that held 200 people. 
     The Conventional Franciscan Friars were looking to build a novitiate for the new Province of 
Our Lady of Consolation that had its major shrine in Carey, Ohio. 
     The Parish was entrusted to the friars in 1931 and the name was changed to St. Anthony of 
Padua. 
     Through the years, Angola has been the “cradle” of many Franciscans. 

Recommended Reading…. 
 
      My Spiritual Testament – is a means to discover the 
Foundational Charism of the Cursillo Movement. It is a char-
ism that encourages people to encounter Christ in the nor-
mality of their life without abandoning the place where God 
has placed them by discovering a Christ who is alive, natu-
ral, personal and close to us and to the people in our envi-
ronments. 
      In this testament, are the ideas that are the stronghold 
of the Essence, Purpose and Mentality of the Cursillo in 
Christianity emphasizing that its method is friendship. 
 
     Copies of the book can be ordered from the National    
Cursillo Website –  
             www://natl-cursillo.org/cursillo-literature/ 



                                       Attending a Spiritual Retreat. 
 
As a part of your Postcursillo walk with Jesus, all Cursillistas are encouraged to attend a spiritual retreat 
with other Cursillistas that fosters an opportunity to make friends, rekindle friendships and deepen the three 
encounters with self, Christ and others discovered during the 3-Day Cursillo. Here are some places you 
might like to explore to find your spiritual retreat. 
 
 

Ellen Sanders, Cursillo #90, Table of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, St. Monica, Indianap-
olis. Postcursillo@cursillo-cicc.org 

                             Can you host an Ultreya in 2020? 
 
According to our Cursillo Leaders Manual, “We can say that the Friendship Group Reunion oversees 
the good of the individual, and the Ultreya oversees the good of the community.” To keep our Central 
Indiana Cursillo Community strong, we really need to have more Ultreyas! Inviting someone to an  
Ultreya is also a wonderful way to expose a potential candidate to Cursillo. 
 
Lafayette has a monthly Ultreya and we’d like to see monthly Ultreyas planned in Indianapolis and in 
other cities. Did you know that the outline for an Ultreya is very simple? You open with prayer, have a 
floating group reunion, a single witness talk, a few minutes of time for attendees to respond to or 
“echo” the witness speaker, and a Spiritual Advisor’s Summation (if a priest, deacon or religious is 
available). The entire program portion is only about an hour. 
 
It can be fun to include music with musicians and a meal or other refreshments, but those are entirely 
optional. 
 
Could you please consider hosting a simple Ultreya at your parish? Steve and I, as your Postcursillo 
Chairs, would love to help you with organization, publicity and anything else you may need. 
 
De Colores! 
Ellen Sanders, Cursillo #90, Table of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, St. Monica, Indianapolis. Postcur-
sillo@cursillo-cicc.org 

 



                                  Secretariat 2020 Planning Meeting 
 
After being snowed out for the previous two years, the entire secretariat was finally able 
to gather at Holy Name in Beech Grove to discuss our plans for 2020. Our discussion 
focused on the two purposes of Cursillo, to help each Cursillista live what is fundamen-
tal for being a Christian and to serve as the foundational structure of Christianity in so-
ciety. 2020 will be the year that we implement Step by Step which has us returning the 
3-Day Cursillo to the essence of the movement as it was given to our founder, Eduardo 
Bonin, in a beautiful way that creates more time for individual interaction with the new 
Cursillistas between the 15 rollos. Our secretariat members are excited about serving 
CICC to help each of us encounter ourselves, Christ and others. 

Spiritual Advisor – Indianapolis – Fr. Todd Riebe 
Spiritual Advisor – Lafayette – Fr. Mike McKinney 
Lay Director – Jennifer Burger 
Assist Lay Director – Indianapolis – Amy Strasburger 
Assist Lay Director – Lafayette – Tom Scimeca 
Treasurer – Marty Van Der Burgt 
Secretary – Teresa Keay 
Precursillo – Patrick Mitchell 
3-Day Cursillo – Von Keech 
Postcursillo – Steve & Ellen Sanders 
Parish Rep Coordinators – Chuck & Barb Bunnell 
School of Leaders – Mike Nulph 
Communications/Website – Beth Van Der Burgt 
Palanca – Patty Brooks 
Music Coordinator – Becky Rice 
Voice – Beth Doran  

Ellen Sanders, Cursillo #90, Table of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, St. Monica, Indian-
apolis. Postcursillo@cursillo-cicc.org 



Upcoming Ultreyas…. 

Grand Reunion Ultreya 

Saturday, April 25, 2020   6:30 – 9:30 pm 
Location – Holy Spirit Geist 
Optional Mass – 5:30 pm 
Pitch-in dinner – 6:30 pm 

Ultreya – 7:30 pm 

 


