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Tom Scimeca 

  CICC Lay Director 

Fron the Desk of the Lay Director... 

DE COLORES! 
 
I hope this edition of the Voice finds you and your family safe 
and healthy. 
 
Well, who would think that in November, 2020 we would still 
be faced with this pandemic! I know we have learned more 
(than we want to) about it in the last 8 months and we are all 
hoping for a vaccine soon. During this time, we have faced 
many challenges. I recall the bible verse-1Peter 5:7 “Casting 
all your anxieties on Him because He cares for you”. I know 
many have turned to God to get through some of these trying 
situations. A friend recently sent this quote to me “God didn’t 
promise days without pain, laughter without sorrow, sun with-
out rain, but He did promise strength for the day, comfort for 
the tears and light for the way.” 
 
I would like to highlight some of the good that also has     
happened in the last few months. Many have had more time to 
get closer to Christ as well as family. We are happy to see that 
for those who are not health compromised, we have been able 
to go to daily and Sunday Mass and receive the sacraments. 
 
Physical distancing and working from home are bringing  
families back together. Although spending time with loved 
ones can sometimes be taxing, it has transformed busy family 
agendas to family closeness–reading books, watching movies 
together, taking walks, hiking and gardening have opened up 
new activities which have long gone from family life. 

People have learned to appreciate 
life more – not only keeping in 
contact with loved ones and 
friends more than ever, but           
realizing things we take for  
granted - the beauty of a sunrise 
or sunset, the glistening of the sun 
through rain drops on flower    
petals or noticing beautiful birds 
that regularly visit our backyards. 
Even though we can’t physically 
meet, many have connected with 
people they haven’t spoken to for 
years. We can talk about the   
negatives, but hopefully you have 
experienced the simple wonders 
God has placed into our lives. 



November is a time we remember our loved ones 
who have gone before us to be saints in heaven. We 
remember our Veterans who have died and protected 
our freedoms. On Thanksgiving Day, we continue to 
give thanks to God for our blessings. In December, 
we await the coming of Christ at Christmas. No  
matter how different these occasions have been or 
will be this year, we will always see Christ in others 
and remember our mission to bring the gospel to all 
we meet. 
 
Even though we have not had an opportunity to   
continue to strengthen others’ faith through the     
attendance of a Cursillo weekend, hopefully we are 
praying and searching to find and sponsor candidates 
for the next weekend. To “Keep the Fire of the Holy 
Spirit Burning”, we hope you can invite these       
potential candidates to your virtual Group Reunions 
as well as to our virtual monthly Ultreyas and future 
School of Leaders events. 

Once again, we will be having our Annual 
Cursillo Christmas Appeal that will be       
explained in more detail in this issue. Since 
we have curtailed live Cursillo events, we 
have not had the opportunity to “pass the   
basket”. We are grateful to those that continue 
to donate regularly and who will contribute to 
this appeal to help us offset Cursillo weekend 
expenses. 
 
Please pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance as 
the Secretariat will be making decisions soon 
concerning the future spring weekends. 
 
On behalf of the Secretariat, we wish you and 
your families a Happy Thanksgiving, a holy, 
safe and blessed Christmas and a Happy New 
Year! 
 
May the Lord be with you always! 
God Bless! 
Tom Scimeca 
 

 



 

 

Steve Koch 
Peoria Cursillo 1027 
 Table of St. Felicianus 
St. Malachy Parish, Brownsburg, IN 



 

November 1, 2020  

October 4, 2020  

Check out a Zoom Ultreya! 
We continue hosting Zoom Ultreyas on the first Sunday of the month from 7pm – 8:30pm and would love 
to have you join us. We have music, grouping, and a witness speaker just like an in-person Ultreya. We 
have them scheduled through the spring on Dec. 6, Jan. 3, Feb. 7 and Mar. 7 so mark your calendar now. 
I’d like to thank our recent witness speakers, Jim Weaver and Bill Cass who did a wonderful job sharing 
their faith journey. We’d love to hear how Cursillo has impacted you, so if you’d like to do a witness, 
please contact Ellen or Steve Sanders at EllenSanders3@yahoo.com or SteveSanders61@yahoo.com. The 
link for the meeting is sent out in the CICC Weekly Update email and can also be found on the CCIC 
Website calendar at https://www.cursillo-cicc.org/events. 
 
God Bless, 
Steve & Ellen Sanders 
Post Cursillo Coordinators 



 

                    2020 Year-End Campaign  

 

      The mission and ministry of Cursillo in Central Indiana are only made possible by 
our community of members. Our wonderful story and model of mission – make a 
friend, be a friend, bring a friend to Christ – is only possible with your commitment to 
foster  piety, study, and action in the Church. 
 
       I am profoundly grateful for the support so many of you have shown to Cursillo 
in the past, and I invite you to make your impact on Cursillo this year with a gift to 
our CICC 2020 Campaign. Your generosity helps CICC continue to inspire the next         
generation of active Cursillistas, provide spiritual development and resources for our 
members, and ensure that Cursillo Weekends will continue to make a difference in our 
parishes and faith communities. 
 
        As we kick off this year’s annual appeal, our goal for the CICC 2020 Campaign 
is to raise $6,000 and increase the participation of our membership in the annual          
campaign. For CICC to grow its mission and ministry, and to continue serving our 
Fourth Day Community without our usual closing collections or ultreyas donations, 
we really need your support at this time. We still have national dues, website fees, etc. 
to cover. In addition, when we get back to having weekends, we expect that the costs 
of a post-covid retreat will increase for various reasons. Therefore, it’s  important for     
everyone to show support in some way – please prayerfully consider what that means 
for you! I encourage you to make your gift to the CICC 2020 Campaign today by   
giving online at www.cursillo-cicc.org, or sending a check or money order to my 
home address. For those of you with a Donor Advised Fund, please contact Marty to 
see how you can contribute through the Archdiocese of Indianapolis. 
 
De Colores – Marty Van Der Burgt, Treasurer 
 
Mail:                                                                          Internet: 
Central Indiana Cursillo Center                                 www.cursillo-cicc.org 
c/o Marty Van Der Burgt, Treasurer  
3280 Waverly Drive 
Richmond, IN 47374 
 



 

                          The Most Wonderful Time of the Year 
 
We often refer to the time between Thanksgiving and Christmas as ‘the most 
wonderful time of the year.’ And, so, it is! Not even a pandemic, the social unrest 
we are experiencing in our country and the great political divide evidenced by 
the recent election can take from us the joy and hope that this season affords us. 
The difficulties we are experiencing make us long all the more for the coming of 
the One whose advent we await in ‘joyful hope’. 
 
There is something different about this time of year. We do things at this time of 
year that we may not do at any other time. We greet one another, even strangers, 
with good wishes. We make an effort to reach out to the poor, the lonely and the 
neglected. We put aside our differences, at least for a while. What is different 
about this time of year? We are different! People of all different stripes are 
caught up in the specialness and the possibility of this season and welcome the 
message of the angels who heralded the birth of Christ: “Glory to God in the 
highest and on earth peace to men of good will!” 
 
Most of us look forward to Christmas. But I would imagine that no one looks 
forward to this Holy Season more than God as He sees what our world could 
look like all year round. This season gives us a glimpse into what the world will 
look like when Jesus returns and God will be all in all! O Happy Day! 
 
Cursillistas are called to keep the joy and hope of Christmas alive each and every 
day of the year. We are called to allow the One whose birth we celebrate at 
Christmas to be born in our hearts and penetrate the environments in which we 
live. Let us pray that the same Holy Spirit, who once overshadowed a young 
woman from Nazareth and forever changed the course of human history, may fall 
afresh upon us and renew the face of the earth – at Christmas and always! 
 
De Colores! 
Fr. Todd 
Spiritual Director – Archdiocese of Indianapolis 

 



Why I like Cursillo? 

 
When the Secretariat was asked this question,  

these were their responses… 
 

Renewing 
Feel Connected 

Faithful 
Formation 
Structure 

Connected to a Wide Community 
A Little Glimpse of the Bigger Church 

Helps Make Being Catholic Fun 
Community 
Educational 

Enhances Our Continued Walk with Christ 
Witnessing 

Growth Individually 
Growth in The Church 

Acceptance 
Joy I Find in Other People 
Continuing Peace in Christ 

True Friendships 
Christian Fellowship 

Helps People Stay Engaged with Their Faith 
Seedbed of Vocations 

 



 
Cursillista 
U 
Relationships 
Servant 
Influence Our Environments 
L 
Leaders 
Others 

Prayer 
Awakening 
L 
Adoration 
N 
Community 
Awareness 

       Courage 
       Listen to Others 
     ROllo 
       Sacrifices 
HopE 
 
       Mass Together 
      JOurney 
      M 
  FriEndships 
      N 
      T 
      Soul on Fire 

          Surprises that are Heartwarming 
          Temperance 
        PUrpose 
    WisDom 
Wear Your Cross 

    GrAce 
        Continue Grouping 
HearTs of Love 
     WItness 
      JOY 
       N 

      Unity 
      Life In Grace 
      Together with Friends 
      R 
      Evangelizing 
HolY Spirit 
    FAith 

  G 
BRothers in Christ 
HOly Commitments 
   U 
   P 
 SIsters in Christ 
  N 
  G 
 

 
What is your Why? 

Maybe you can fill in the blank spaces with your inspiration and reasons… 
Cursillo fills us with Christ and is very fulfilling. 



Visited Any Interesting Churches Lately…. 

 

St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
Frankfort, IN 

They hosted Adoration all day 
on November 3, 

 Voting Day, to pray for our   
Nation. 

A very Blessed time. 

St. Joseph Catholic Church 
St. Joseph, MI 

We attended the Funeral Mass of a family member who had passed.  
It was like a family reunion. 



 

              Keep the Fires of God Blazing In Your Heart… 

     This spring and summer, because of Covid, our family enjoyed many days of hiking 
in the various Indiana State Parks and camping.  Each night there was a warming  
campfire. Time to talk and visit and share ideas.  Time to think. 
     In remembering this - How do we fan into flame and keep our love for God          
constantly blazing? 
     So, I have done some research as this applies to our spiritual lives as well. 
     Fires burn out and die unless they are maintained - if you don’t keep adding wood 
the fire, it will die out.  
     Fires need fuel – wood for fires.  The Word of God for our spiritual lives to fuel our 
faith.  Our faith needs to feed off the fuel of God’s promises in Scripture.  We can fuel 
our faith with knowledge of God’s promises and character and studying to aide our 
constant conversion. 
     Fires need oxygen – fuel needs oxygen to ignite.  Spiritual oxygen is dependence on 
the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit ignites the Word of God in our hearts.  Fires burn hot 
when they get the wind they need.  Pray for the Holy Spirit to blow on your embers.  
Pray the Holy Spirit prayer many times a day for our Cursillo Movement – Cursillistas 
and those waiting to attend.  
     Fires need heat – coals burn hotter when close together.  We need Christian          
fellowship, work, and service.  When coals are spread apart, they get cold.  Our ways of 
staying together are Grouping, Ultreyas and Mass.  It takes constant effort, constant 
tending our spiritual fire within us.  God is Counting on US. 

Keep Sharing 
Keep serving others 
Keep making Friends 

Keep Coming Back 
Keep Being a Friend 

Keep Bringing Your Friends to Christ 
 

                     Beth Doran # 602 Peoria Diocese St. Joseph Lebanon - Editor 



This is a replica of a painting from Ward Degler, 
 who has been the person that presents to every 
 Rector/Rectora on EVERY Cursillo weekend a  
religious original painting.  You can visit his  
web site...warddeglerart.com - to see  
examples of his other Cursillo weekend creations.  
 



Our God Reigns! 

2021 


