
 

          August 2020  Central Indiana Cursillo Community        

                                                       FAREWELL AND WELCOME! 

On behalf of the Secretariat and Cursillo Community, we would like to express 
our gratitude for Jennifer Burger’s service and devotion to the Cursillo Move-
ment in the last 3 years. We have accomplished much under her leadership. She 
devoted countless hours and days to make sure Cursillo continued to grow and 
prosper, especially with the implementation of our new weekend Step by Step 
program. Since Step by Step is still in its infancy, she has accepted to be our 
Step by Step Advisor as we continue to implement this new process for future 
weekends. 

We would like to thank Barb and Chuck Bunnell who 
have completed their Co-Secretary terms and the role 
of Parish Coordinators when Ken Corbett passed away 
suddenly in 2018. Thanks also to Von Keech, who 
leaves as our 3 Day Chairperson. She always insured 
that the teams had the materials they needed for a suc-
cessful weekend and made sure the facilities after the 
weekend were in immaculate shape! 

We welcome Lisa Buesher, our new 3 Day Chairperson, Therese Brandon and Tammy Todd, our       
Co- Parish Representative Coordinators and Beth Doran who has accepted a second 3 year term as our 
Voice Editor. 
 
May the Holy Spirit be with them always! 



From the Lay Director’s Desk… 
 

 

Tom Scimeca 

  CICC Lay Director 

I am honored to be the new Central Indiana 
Cursillo Lay Director. I am originally from 
Brownstown Michigan, a suburb of Detroit. 
My wife, Joan, daughter Karen and son  
Christopher, moved to Indiana in 1989. 
 
I started my Fourth Day 21 years ago on   
Cursillo Team #80 and sat at the table of St. 
Blaise. I currently worship at St. Maria  
Goretti Parish in Westfield. 

As many of you experienced, it took several invitations before I felt it was the right time 
to attend a Cursillo weekend. I attended a Christ Renews His Parish weekend before at-
tending my Cursillo weekend, which really helped me get involved in my parish minis-
tries and did increase my closeness with Christ. However, it was the Cursillo weekend 
and continued involvement in regular group reunions that kept the Fire of the Holy 
Spirit burning in my life. It was then I truly realized it was our mission to “Be a Friend, 
Make a friend and Bring that Friend to Christ”. I used to believe that it was the priest 
and religious job to do that. I now realize how important it is for us to do this every day 
in our work, family, social and church environments. 
 
As you may already know, after a thorough review and discussion of Covid -19 policies 
and guidelines set forth by the State of Indiana and in place at St. Joseph’s Retreat and 
Conference Center and in consideration of the Cursillo experience, the Secretariat once 
again decided to postpone the Fall weekends to next Spring. 
 
Covid -19 has challenged our faith and lives in the last six months and will continue to 
for many months ahead. We hope you have continued your regular group reunions with 
Facetime/conference call meetings or at proper responsible social distancing locations. 
Even though we will not have the weekends, we need the Cursillo Community to help 
keep the “Fire of the Holy Spirit Burning”. This can be accomplished by not only you 
personally participating but also by inviting new candidates to our monthly Sunday 
ZOOM Conference call Ultreyas, our Cursillo Movement Prayer Chains (information 
coming soon), and future educational events/workshops conducted by the School of 
Leaders and Secretariat members. Most of all, we need to continue to pray for the up-
coming Men and Women’s teams, those discerning to attend their weekends and for the 
continued growth of the Cursillo Movement during these challenging times. 
I look forward to serving you as your CICC Lay Director! 
 

DECOLORES! 

Tom Scimeca 



     THANK YOU AND WELCOME! 

                                       

On behalf of the Secretariat and Cursillo Community, 
we would like to express our gratitude for Fr. Mike  
Mc Kinney’s service and devotion to the Cursillo 
Movement as Spiritual Director for the Diocese of 
Lafayette. We are most thankful for his presence and 
support of the Cursillo Movement.  We are grateful for 
the gifts he brought to our Movement and for his ad-
vice for us to continue to fulfill our mission.  We are 
very appreciative for all he has done to help us bring 
the Gospel message to the world through Cursillo.   

Fr. Mike Mc Kinney 

I am excited to have this opportunity to serve the Cursillo movement as Spiritual 
Advisor. My journey with Cursillo began in the Winter of 2008 when I ran into 
some parishioners out at Lunch. Little did I know they were grouping. After learn-
ing more about Cursillo and what would drive men to gather together weekly to talk 
about their faith, I wanted to know more. I ended up on Mens Cursillo 101 at the 
table of St. Rita in the spring of 2009. Those men were my first friendship group. 
 
I would come to learn I knew many more cursillistas, including many of the youth 
ministry team at my home parish that encouraged me and supported me through 
high school and into the priesthood. Even when I didn’t know it Cursillo was form-
ing me to be who I am today. 
 
I have been blessed and nourished in my faith working on a number of teams (even 
working in the kitchen on one team thanks to Joe Rice) and more recently working 
as spiritual advisor to the core team of the School of Leaders, which assisted with 
the role out of Step by Step. 
 
If I have any goals for my new role in Cursillo it is simply to help people encounter 
Christ and to live the 4th Day more fully. Cursillo has been an inspiration to me ev-
er since encountering those parishioners. I am blessed to be a part of and serve a 
community of faith filled men and women. 
 
De Colores, 
Fr. Dan Duff 
 



           New 3-Day Chairperson 

Hello!  My name is Lisa Buescher.  I am the new 3-Day Chairperson.  My goal as the 3-Day Chairper-
son is to continue to provide the high standard of service to the Cursillo Teams and Community that 
my predecessor Von Keech has provided.  I would like to thank Von for all the hard work and dedica-
tion that she provided to CICC.  Her work has created a foundation that I will be able to build upon. I 
look forward to working with all Cursillistas to maintain the positive working relationship with St Jo-
seph Retreat Center and other organizations that support Cursillo. 
 
De Colores!! 
Lisa Buescher 
3-Day Chairperson 

     New Parish Coordinators 

     De Colores! My name is Tammy Todd and I 
am living Cursillo 95. I sat at the table of Jesus 
Our Healer and I worship at All Saints in Lo-
gansport. My husband Jeff and I have been 
married for 28 years. Our three children Nick, 
Kevin and Jeff Jr are 15, 19 and 24 respective-
ly.  
 
     I am excited to serve and support the Parish 
Coordinators from across the Diocese of Lafa-
yette to the best of my ability. My overall goal 
is to assist the Parish Coordinators in their ef-
forts to communicate information to all Cur-
sillistas concerning any Cursillo movement 
events. Even though these past months have 
been difficult, I believe that with some creativi-
ty we can make the Cursillo movement stronger 
than ever! 
 
De Colores! 
Tammy Todd 
Parish Coordinator – Diocese of Lafayette 
 

My Name is Therese Brandon, Cursillo 80.  I 
worship at Holy Name in Beech Grove, IN. I 
was asked and Honored to be a part of the Sec-
retariat by accepting the Co-chair position of 
Parish Rep Coordinator for the Indianapolis 
Area. I am Co-chairing this position with my 
friend Tammy Todd. 
 
A little about myself.  I am Married to David 
Brandon.  have two children Eamonn (33), 
soon to be wife Beth and Caitlin (31) and hus-
band Jared with one Grandchild, Ismay. 
I work full time as a Cardiac nurse practitioner 
for Franciscan Alliance / Indiana Heart Physi-
cians (21 years).  I enjoy, reading, walking, 
volunteering in the parish, travelling and sew-
ing. 
 
My goal is to reach out the Indianapolis Area 
Parish Coordinators and talk with them about 
ideas they have for the coming year. I look 
forward to Serving the CICC in this way. 
 
God bless and Thank you 
Therese Brandon 
Parish Coordinator -  
Indianapolis 



                    Reunion Ultreya in the time of Coronavirus 
 
     On Saturday, July 11, 2020, we were finally able to celebrate Men’s Cursillo #122 by 
joining together for the Reunion Ultreya! We met in person with masks while maintain-
ing social distance at Holy Spirit at Geist, thanks to all of the organization by Susie 
Shereda, and also over Zoom.  
     The rector, Bill Demaree, shared how God helped his team overcome many last-
minute challenges including team members who experienced family emergencies and ill-
ness so they could not attend the weekend, and their Spiritual Director, Fr. Dan Gartland, 
who was called to be present at his parish so also couldn’t attend. God called Fr. Keith 
Hosey to step into the gap which he did beautifully. 
     Emcee Steve Sanders lead us through Bible enthronement/retirement and grouping, 
and new Cursillista Jerry McConnell shared how much the weekend meant to him and 
the other men and how participating in his group was helping his spiritual development. 
David Leclere and Julie Timke provided beautiful music and it just felt so amazing to be 
able to sing together. We were all so grateful we could gather as a Cursillo community 
and express our love for Jesus Christ. 
 
Steve & Ellen Sanders 
Postcursillo Chairpersons 





                         Please join us for monthly Zoom Ultreyas! 
 
 
We will be hosting monthly Ultreyas using Zoom on the first Sunday of the month at 
7:00pm (except September when it’s the second Sunday) until we can safely meet to-
gether in person. (2020 Dates are Sept. 13, Oct. 4, Nov. 1, and Dec. 6.) There will be 
Bible enthronement/retirement, friendship group reunion, a witness speaker and music. 
You can find the Zoom link on the Cursillo calendar, in the CICC Weekly Update 
emails or by contacting Ellen Sanders at EllenSanders3@yahoo.com or 317-797-2157. 
Please invite your family and friends since everyone can attend an Ultreya, whether or 
not they have attended a Cursillo weekend. 
 
We had 23 people attend our first Zoom Ultreya on Sunday, August 2, 2020. Louisa 
LaGrotto gave a wonderful witness about the language of spirituality love, life & joy 
and David Leclere made beautiful music for us. The women in Louisa’s group were 
there to support her which was special. 
 
Ellen & Steve Sanders 
Postcursillo Chairpersons 
 



CICC Connected Together Thru Prayer Amidst COVID 
 
Yes, COVID has become our nemesis this year and will be until who knows when. Catholics have 
found (or maybe are still trying) to find ways to share prayer life together as a community despite 
the limitations set for health and safety reasons. Many parishes and organizations have turned to 
online options to continue to stay connected. CICC is also working to online options to be connect-
ed to each other. The first online event occurred in June. CICC (Central Indiana Cursillo Center) 
joined parishioners of St. Mary (Alexandria) via Zoom for their annual Rosary at the Grotto event. 
Intentions were for CICC as well as for the intentions of Our Blessed Mother. 
 
 
Beginning in 2017, the parishioners of St. Mary (Alexandria) and St. Joseph (Elwood) began to 
gather at the outside grotto to pray the rosary at 7pm on the 13th of the month from May through 
October. Folks, sitting on blankets and lawn chairs, pray for the intentions of Our Lady of Fatima 
and for peace throughout the world. 
 
 
This initial Zoom event didn't go as smoothly as hoped due to some technological challenges 
(connection issues via Zoom and a computer battery that died just as the rosary began). However, 
Our Blessed Mother helped us to realize that we were still together in prayer. The online folks con-
tinued to pray as well as those who attended in person in the socially distanced setting at the grot-
to. Although each group prayed independently, we were still joined together in prayer. Thanks be to 
God! 
 
Patty Brooks 
Palanca Chairperson 
 
 

 

Rosary at the Grotto, St. Mary, Alexandria  
(photos taken in 2019) 



Additional Ways to Pray Together 

Be on the lookout for additional ways that CICC can continue to join together in 
prayer. For example, you can continue to submit prayer requests via https://
www.cursillo-cicc.org/prayer-requests 

 

 Also, beginning in September, you will have the opportunity to sign up to pray 
prior to the monthly Ultreya using Sign Up Genius prayer chain. Look for a link 
on the CICC calendar. Several ideas are flowing, so watch for more details in 
the regular CICC email blasts. 
 
De Colores! 
Patty Brooks 
Palanca Chairperson 

https://www.cursillo-cicc.org/prayer-requests
https://www.cursillo-cicc.org/prayer-requests


NATIONAL ENCOUNTER 
 
The 30th National Cursillo Encounter was held on July 24-25. Over 800 cursillistas, clergy, 
laity and religious gathered for this first ever Virtual event. It consisted of many diverse lan-
guage groups - English, Chinese, Filipino, Korean, Spanish and Vietnamese. 
 
Friday evening started with a Livestream Mass and ended with an Ultreya. Saturday began 
with a Marian presentation. The day consisted of four presentations: 
 
- Personal Encounter with Christ 
- Friendship with Self, Christ and Others 
- Regional Coordinator and Service Team Responsibilities 
-The Christian leader in the Cursillo Movement 
 
After each presentation, there were breakout sessions. The breakout sessions were divided 
by Regions. I found these breakout sessions to be very valuable since I had an opportunity to 
meet our Regional Coordinator and Service Team members. I also met other Lay Directors 
and cursillistas from Region IV. We had a chance to compare Cursillo activities in their dio-
ceses. All of us were encountering the same challenges of having to postpone weekends due 
to Covid -19. The Saturday session concluded with another Livestream Mass. 
 
Nothing substitutes for the real live encounters of everyone meeting together - singing and 
sharing their cultural music and backgrounds. I was happy to see so many from around the 
country still yearning to participate in this event. We hope that next year the National En-
counter will be a live event which I encourage all of you to attend. We will provide infor-
mation about the 2021 encounter when information becomes available. 
 
Submitted by 

Tom Scimeca 

 



Keep the “Fire of the Holy Spirit Burning” 

Prayer… 
     Keep praying daily – Read God’s Word 
     Keep interceding for others -we are the hands and feet of Christ 
     Daily Mass – if can’t attend personally it is available virtually 
     If you’re like me – Covid has increased my prayer life, time and commitment to God 
     Builds our faith, empowers, and strengthens us 
     Participate in the many Prayer Chains coming in Cursillo 
 
God Moments… 
     Recognizing God’s Action in our lives 
 
Study… 
     Reading Books 
     Enjoying “Formed” videos and movies – to build our faith 
      Videos of our Catholic Leaders – Bishop Barron, Cardinal Dolan, etc 
 
Action… 
     We may be quarantining and social distancing but we can still have the personal touch by calling 
shut-ins on the phone and visiting with them OR sending notes and cards of encouragement to those 
we haven’t seen or miss being with regularly 
      
Grouping.. 
     Some groups are meeting in their church parking lots and bringing their lawn chairs 
     Zoom Grouping 
     Meeting at a restaurant in the outdoor seating areas 
     Hybrid – necessity brings new creativeness 
      
Ultreya’s… 
     Monthly Zoom Ultreyas’s – it’s been great to see each other and communicate and sing even 
though we are not able to physically be together 


