
 

 Central Indiana Cursillo Community        November 2021 

 

 

Tom Scimeca 

  CICC Lay Director 

From the Lay Directors Desk… 

I hope this edition of the Voice finds you and your 
family healthy and safe! 
 
We are happy that finally, after over 18 months, 
CICC has been able to have our Cursillo weekends 
again. The men had 17 new Cursillistas and the 
women had 22 attend. It was great to see many of 
you at the Reunion Ultreya. We thank the witness 
speakers for sharing their faith    journey and         
explaining how the “Fire of the Holy Spirit” 
touched them on each of their weekends. We     
welcome the new Cursillistas to our Cursillo           
Community. 
 
I am happy to announce that our spring Rector will 
be Matt Schlimgen. Teresa Keay will be our     
Rectora. They are already preparing for the next    
weekends. As always, we ask for your prayers for 
the Holy Spirit to be with them and those            
discerning to be on the teams as well as those who 
are thinking about participating on a weekend. We    
already have quite a few men and women who 
could not attend the fall weekends ask to be placed 
on our spring list and it is not too early to start 
thinking of that person you would like to sponsor to 
be on our spring weekends. 
 
I am also happy to announce that on October 23, 
we started our School of Leaders program via 
Zoom. We hope all of you will consider joining us  

at these monthly sessions. Please 
see Michael Anderson’s Voice   
article and the web site for more 
information . 
 
There is growing interest in people 
wanting to find a Group Reunion. 
Coming soon we hope to survey 
our Cursillo community and ask 
where you are grouping, the date, 
time, etc. in an effort to match up 
people looking for a group. We 
will also ask those looking for a 
group to tell us their parish and 
when they desire to group, (i.e. 
weekdays/ weekends and time of 
day). We have also started a Photo 
Gallery on the web site that      
identifies the groups around our       



community. We will provide more information on how you can submit your Group Reunion 
photo. 
 
As we pray in the month of November for those who have lost loved ones, please pray to the 
Lord to      continue to help those families that not only grieve due to loss during Covid but 
also for those who continue to struggle around the world as we ask you Lord for an end to 
this pandemic. 
  
We also have begun our Annual Year End Appeal. We thank you for your generosity which 
helps us      continue to pay for our increased costs especially when we do not have full Cur-
sillo weekend attendance. You will find more details on how your contribution will be 
matched    during this campaign explained by Marty Van der Burgt in his Voice article. 
 
On behalf of the Secretariat, we wish you and your families a Happy Thanksgiving, a 
Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 
May the Lord be with you always! 
 
God Bless and DECOLORES! 
Tom Scimeca 

 

                       Looking for a Group Reunion to Enhance your 4th Day? 

 

• Ask your sponsor help you find a group reunion that works for your schedule. 

• Contact your Parish Representative to learn what is going on with Cursillo in your           
parish. 
• Come and celebrate with us at the next Ultreya or weekend closing. 

 
Pictures of Group Reunions can be found in 2 areas – 

Go to our website – www.cursillo-cicc.org and hover over ABOUT  
And find – Photo Albums drop down 

Hover over Postcursillo and find Group Reunion drop down 
      
For the list of Parish Representatives – go to the website 
www.cursillo-cicc.org – Hover over Postcursillo and find Parish Representative drop down.  
If you do not see your Parish Representative,                                                                          
please contact parishcoordinator@cursillo-cicc.org. 
 
Keep asking. Be persistent. Success will come. 



 

Men’Cursillo # 123 
September 30 – October 3, 2021 

Fr. Todd Tiebe 
Mick Mirande 
Bill Martin 
Tom Truesdale 
Dan Ferrell 
Caesar Swidan 
Joe Rice 
Mike Nulph 
Corky Aiken 
Mick Gillen 
Bryan Poynter 
Steve Sanders 
Ed Sikora 
Tim Hayes 
Mark Sassman 
Bob Durbin 

Bob Klueg 
Bill Halsema 
Mark Scheller 
Steve Koch 
Paul Risler 
Dave Doran 
Kevin Edwards 
Ed Otberding 
 

Terry Vaughan 
Rob Schaefer 
Norris Teeters 
Daniel Dessauer 
Bob Nagle 
Chris Street 
Jim McKenna 
Dan Ford 
Kevin Welsh 
Andrew Swidan 
Morris Thomas 
Bob Huba 
Doug Voegele 
Otavia Menezers 
Ron Neubert 
Jerry Nerburn 
Calvin Herr  



                                         
 
                                         Men’s Cursillo # 123   
 
The weekend was awesome! God is good! This weekend faced many obstacles from the   
beginning of formation all the way to the start of the weekend. My thoughts and prayers 
throughout the process were centered around “Trust in the Lord.” Nothing that happened 
during our process changed my feelings of trust. Jesus was there all the way to make sure 
His message got out. 
 
The leadership team of Central Indiana was a great support to this team throughout           
formation. We would have had great difficulty making it through the challenges we faced   
without the support and love of our leaders. The three-day weekend format was new to most 
of the team, and the explanations and time that the Cursillo leadership team gave us really 
helped in our understanding of how the weekend was going to work. 
   
As I stated earlier, there were many obstacles during formation, including the year long     
delay in giving the weekend. This presented challenges in assembling a team, but once     
formation started, we did not lose any team members, until the last week. For various       
reasons, three men had to drop off team between our last formation meeting and the      
weekend, including one on Thursday. The team persevered as assignments were changed at 
the last minute. Trust in the Lord! 
 
We also had what seemed to be an ever-changing count of new Cursillistas who were to    
attend the weekend. In the two weeks prior to the weekend, the number seemed to change 
every day. We were not certain how many new Cursillistas were attending until everyone 
showed up Thursday evening. But again, we trust, and God sent us the right Cursillistas for 
the weekend. These men adjusted quickly to what they were asked to do. The additional 
time the new format allows for one-on-one time is truly an amazing gift. 
 
I am continuing to pray for all who made the weekend, as well as the worldwide Cursillo 
movement. Having recently moved from Central Indiana, the importance of the worldwide 
movement is really hitting home. Thank you again to all who made this weekend possible, 
the team, the new Cursillistas, and the entire Cursillo community. 
 

De Colores, 
Mick Mirande 
Rector Men’s Cursillo # 123 



 

 

               Old Dog…New Tricks 

 

The long awaited – the really long awaited Men’s Weekend 123 and Women’s Weekend 112 
are now part of our Cursillo history. The pandemic afforded both teams extra months of 
prayer and formation in preparation for the Fall 2021 weekends. The Holy Spirit did not   
disappoint, and both weekends went off beautifully as a wonderful group of men and women 
began their Fourth Day. 

I was privileged to serve as Spiritual Director for the Men’s Weekend. Anyone who has ever 
served in the role of Spiritual Director knows that the Holy Spirit is the real Spiritual         
Director. This was especially important for our weekend as we were still adjusting to the 
‘tweaking’ called for by the Step by Step process. No one could have done a better job of 
leading us through the Step by Step process and explaining the rationale behind the changes 
than our beloved Jennifer Burger. Jennifer could sell ice makers to Eskimos! But going into 
the weekend I was admittedly apprehensive and even a bit skeptical. What would the    
weekend be like? How would the changes affect our experience? Would we be disappoint-
ed? Would the new Cursillistas (no longer called candidates) have the same powerful experi-
ence that we did on our weekends? 

As the weekend progressed, the wisdom behind the Step by Step process became clearer and 
clearer. Things that were essential such as the rollos, corridor talk, prayer, adoration, group 
palanca and confession all remained and were given even more time and attention. The pace 
of the weekend was more relaxed and less hurried. And joke telling remained after all the 
meals – thank heaven! 

Bottom line, you can teach an old dog new tricks – at least this old dog. The Holy Spirit was 
not only behind the Fall Weekends, the Holy Spirit was behind the Step by Step process that 
helped make the Fall Weekends such powerful experiences of God’s grace. Imagine that! 

De Colores! 

Fr. Todd Riebe 

Fr. Todd Riebe 

Spiritual Director 

Archdiocese of Indianapolis 



Cursillo Weekend 
October 2021 
Steven Koch 
 
The sun is a risin’ 
The world starts anew 
There’s harvesting waiting 
But workers are few 
 
We gather our tools 
Preparing to pray 
And reach for those souls 
That seek saving today 
 
Lord give us the strength 
As we labor for you 
Be there at our side  
so we know what to do 
 
We search for companions 
And greet our new friends 
We share our own journeys 
To theirs, we attend 
 
We learn from each other 
And grow closer to Christ 
We Cursillistas from Indy 
Lafayette and Geist. 

Steve Koch 

Peoria Cursillo 1027 

Table of St. Felicianus 

St. Malachy Parish, Brownsburg, IN 

Inspired on Friday morning   

during our quiet reflections  



Men's Cursillo # 123 Theme 

     "Come Holy Spirit" 

 
 

Women's Cursillo # 112 Theme 

           "Be a Friend" 
 

 

As always, if anyone wants  

notecards or matted prints 

 of their weekend painting, 

they can order them at 

WardDeglerArt.com. 



First Row: (left to right) Therese Brandon, Fr. Dan Duff, Ellen Sanders; Second 
Row: (left to right) Eileen McManus, Francis O’Connor, Teresa Keay, Katie May, 
Mary Jo Dial, Becky Rice, Michele Matson, Ann Swiontek, Sonnie Burger, 
Michelle Ford; Third Row: (left to right) Ann Stankiewicz, Erin Gehring, Esther Yo-
chum, Carla Stornetta, Geri Neu, Sharon Bahler, Mary Kendall, Sandy Neidigh, 
Ursula Marek, Ashley Hyre, Jolaine Hill, Sylvia Brothers, Bridgid Hughbanks, Ka-
mie Redinbo, Von Keech, Kelly DeSchryver; Fourth Row: (left to right) Lisa 
Buescher, Caroline Roberts, Peggy Martin, Carol Learned, Karen King, Kathy Duff, 
JoAnn McClelland, Jessica Mayfield, Bridget Dolan; Fifth Row: (Left to Right) An-
gela Lennox, Louisa LaGrotto, Donna Hemmelgarn, Anne Peterson, Maureen 
Thomison; Sixth Row: (Left to Right) Michelle Hennessey, Eileen Hays, Beth Van 
Der Burgt, Patty Brooks, Sharon Snyders, Lynn Blackwell, Tiffany Aquino, Kerry 
Schlimgen  



              
              And just as HIS perfect plan willed it…IT HAPPENED…Women’s Cursillo #112. 
 
He who knew us before time began, who loves us and willed us into being, and who will be waiting for 
us at the moment of our last breath, is the same one who has brought this magnificent group of faith 
filled, fun loving, beloved women for Christ together. He planned every single detail of the Grace-filled 
pilgrimage of Faith. 
 
(The fact we were all together after such a long pause in the women’s weekends was actually quite 
emotional for me, myself and I am sure many others.)  
 
As we started our pilgrimage of faith on Thursday we were all reminded that …WE are HIS BELOVED 
DAUGHTERS in whom HE IS WELL PLEASED.  
 
The evening of silence on Thursday ….no doubt was a surprise and maybe a bit difficult for some of us 
but we were welcomed to a “bit of HIS kingdom”…to come away from the stresses of our daily lives 
and come to rest in his loving arms. Through the silence of Thursday evening, we were given the op-
portunity to allow Christ’s presence to be the complete focal point of our consciousness in  preparation 
for the days ahead on the CURSILLO women’s #112 
 
Friday Rollos gave all of us a chance to settle in, listen, and take account of our ideals and accept the sanc-
tifying Grace of God through actual, and habitual grace. We were all able to relate easily to our role as the 
lay Christian in the world . The Piety Rollo summed up the entire day and demonstrated the        importance 
of our to living a life in grace fully. The posters and summaries of the day and the Rollo were “spot on” lots 
of fun was had listening and laughing about what we had learned, on that first day as we encountered our-
selves .  
 
Saturday was a game changer. The Cursillistas were On FIRE for the Lord. The Rollos on Saturday 
helped us to explore more opportunities for a life in grace and true piety. We were blessed to have Fa-
ther Dan completely available and dedicated to the entire weekend. Because of his sacrifice of the 
mass, availability for confession and spiritual direction all the Cursillistas had an opportunity to        en-
counter Christ in a personal way.  
 
Saturday evening was a special night with the dinner. We had great fun with poster and skits and time 
to relax. 
 
 On Sunday we learned through the Rollos what is takes to be a true Christian Leader, and actual apos-
tle for Christ, a person who lives the life of grace fully and without any reservation in the     modern 
world we live in. With the grace of God we have all been given the tools needed to bring Christ’s love 
to our homes, our churchs, our schools, our workplaces, our families and our world. 
 
It is with great gratitude that we praise our Lord and savior Jesus Christ for this experience of the wom-
en’s CURSILLO #112 
 …The Lord is in our midst…( Zephaniah 3:15) after this experience my prayer is that our fourth day will 
be filled with HIS loving presence in everything we do. 
May we experience CHRIST in one another and may we be the Face of Christ to all those we meet.  
 
DeColores  
~Therese Brandon 
Rectora Women’s Cursillo # 112 



 Friendship in Cursillo as Presented in Region IV Fall Encounter on October 9, 2021 

 

What does it look like living our 4th day in the Cursillo movement? How do we keep the fire of the Holy 
Spirit burning in our hearts? A few months ago, I asked a similar question: Why should cursillistas attend a 
National Encounter as a healthy fourth-day practice? And I will venture to say the same answer as before: 
Because Eduardo Bonnín insisted that the Cursillos de Cristiandad method is not a doctrine but a reality that 
must be lived and shared in friendship. Hence, the focus of the Region IV Fall Encounter on October 9, 
2021, presented the Charism of Friendship and how it is lived in Pre Cursillo, Cursillo, and Post Cursillo. 

In the presentation, Charism of Friendship, given by Fr. Alex Waraska, he asked us how do we make and  
visit friends as cursillistas? As social creatures, we need to support one another in person and with palanca: in 
prayer and works of mercy. Our friendships become instruments of compassion, mercy and fruitfulness 
making a testament of our unity as Catholics in living our 4th day. In our first break-out session to reflect 
on Fr. Waraska’s words, my group noted how important it is to be mindful when we take our friendships for 
granted and why active prayer and regular contact (friendship group reunions) is essential to maintaining 
healthy friendships in Christ. 

In the presentation, Friendship and Pre Cursillo, given by Kelley Wheatley, she described the process of 
making a friend, being a friend and bringing that friend to Christ. I was so touched by Kelley’s words as she 
summarized the process of friendship: Christ is joy, being a Christian is joy, being a cursillista magnifies 
our joy; and developing this virtue of joy in friendship takes time, patience, and effort. We must hold in 
mind, heart and will, a positive attitude to be a true friend. Praying for our new friends is ongoing even if the 
person is not ready yet. If we are active witnesses to our faith, then our authentic personal contact with others 
will bear fruit via the charism of friendship. 

In the presentation, Friendship and Cursillo, given by Jennifer Burger, she began with Eduardo Bonnín’s 
principle, “by the best means…friendship is fundamental in the method of Cursillo of Christianity…” Many 
of us know Jennifer personally here in Central Indiana and can attest to the witness of Jennifer’s passion and 
leadership in the movement. She described to us her first weekend and the transformation she experienced as 
the encounters of friendship of “self, in Christ and with others” were revealed to her many years ago. It called 
to mind my first weekend and the “unconditional love” I felt five and half years ago as well. Of the many 
beautiful statements Jennifer made, I will remember this one: In our fourth day, we are living in grace with 
others and sharing joy; and we will live joyfully because God has willed it for us! 

In the presentation, Friendship and Post Cursillo, given by Darryl Manning, he described the required       
perseverance in living our fourth day via friendship group reunions, attending Ultreyas - the joyful         
reunions of group reunions, and the daily growing in friendships in our environments, meeting friends “where 
they are” and demonstrating respect for each person’s faith journey just begun or not quite yet. Darryl       
concluded, there is a need to nurture the security of joy in Christ and living a Christian life. Our faces of joy 
should reflect the charism and that feeling of “I want what you have” and yet still speak out to all, “I am a 
joyful and faithful servant in Christ.” Therefore, I encourage everyone to attend the virtual or in-person     
encounters & workshops offered to us because of the many new friends to be made and the servant leadership 
given to us freely through the charism of friendship. 

¡De colores! - Louisa 

LaGrotto 

 Louisa LaGrotto 

 Cursillo #104 

Table of Humility 

 St. Roch Catholic Church 

        St. Mark the Evangelist Church, IN 

              Post Cursillo Chairperson 



It Is Cool 

To Go To School -----Of Leaders 

 
 
Everyone is invited to attend the next School of Leaders Program  
via Zoom on Saturday, Saturday, December 11th  
from 9:00 – 10:30 AM. The content will build on what was  
shared from the previous two School of Leaders Programs.  
 
“These School of Leaders Programs are very different than  
the programs in the past. The content is very informative,  
  it flows well and builds on the previous program. And  
since we’re on Zoom, I don’t have to travel anywhere and  
                      we are done in 90 minutes!”  
 
 

  · Feedback: Of those surveyed at the end of the program: 
            o 19/21 said they plan on attending the next School 
            o 21/21 said they will recommend the School to other Cursillistas 
  · Doctrinal Talk Highlights: by one of our Spiritual Directors 
                   
  · Technique Talk Highlights: by one of our Cursillistas 
 
   Next Program 
             · When: Saturday, December 11th 
             · Time: 9:00 – 10:30 AM EST 
             · Who: All Cursillistas are invited to attend 
             · How: https://Precoa.zoom.us/j/92646087132 
  

     Future Programs: 2022 School of Leaders Schedule: 
            · When: Second Saturday of every month except January & July 
             · Time: 9:00 – 10:30 AM EST 
             · Who: All Cursillistas are invited to attend 
             · How: https://Precoa.zoom.us/j/92646087132 
 
 
      Standing Agenda: 
            · Leaders Prayer 
            · Doctrinal Talk 
            · Technique Talk 
            · Leaders Group Reunion 
            · Work of the Sections 

 
 
 

Christ is Counting on YOU! 

Michael Anderson 

Cursillo # 104 

Table of St. Paul 

St. Simon the Apostle 

Post Cursillo Chairperson 

  

 



                                                                            2021 Challenge Match Campaign  

                           

.  

The mission and ministry of Cursillo in Central Indiana are only made  
possible by our community of members. Our wonderful story and model 
of mission – make a friend, be a friend, bring a friend to Christ – is only 
possible with your commitment to foster piety, study, and action in the 
church. 

I am profoundly grateful for the support so many of you have shown to Cursillo in the past, and I invite 
you to make your impact on Cursillo this year with a gift to our CICC 2021 Campaign. Your generosity 
helps CICC continue to inspire the next generation of active Cursillistas, provide spiritual development 
and resources for our members, and ensure that Cursillo weekends will continue to make a difference 
in our parishes and faith communities. 
 
As we kick off this year’s annual appeal, I am once again humbled and honored to tell you that a  
Cursillista has come forward and offered to match up to $5,000 in donations! That’s right – for every 
dollar that you contribute, CICC will benefit from a 1-1 match of your gift! Therefore, with your help, 
we could raise $10,000 or more to cover expenses associated with our ministry and mission. Please 
prayerfully consider making a gift to Cursillo between now and December 31.  
 
Gifts may be made by check and mailed to the treasurer. Or gifts may be given on-line using a credit or 
debit card. Gifts from Donor Advised Funds (DAFs) or IRAs may also be accepted through the            
Archdiocese of Indianapolis. For more details, please visit our website at www.cursillo-cicc.org/donate 

 
Also, this year, the IRS has made special consideration for donations to charity and will allow you a  
special limited deduction ( $300 individual / $600 married individuals ) even if you do not itemize! So, 
there is an added tax advantage this year to make charitable contributions. For more details, please 
visit the IRS website at https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/expanded-tax-benefits-help-individuals-and-
businesses-give-to-charity-in-2021 
 
Beth and I wish you and your family joyous and blessed Advent and Christmas seasons, and good 
health and prosperity for the new year! 
 
De Colores, 
Marty Van Der Burgt, Treasurer 
 
 
 

 Mail: 
Central Indiana Cursillo Center 
c/o Marty Van Der Burgt, Treasurer 
3280 Waverly Drive 
Richmond, IN 47374 



Grand Reunion Ultreya 
Saturday, November 6, 2021 
Holy Name Catholic Church 

Beech Grove 

Mick Mirande 
Rector # 123 

Andrew Swidan 
Cursillista # 123 

 
Therese Brandon 

Rectora # 112 

Karen King 
Cursillista # 112 

Our God Reigns!! 




