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Tom Scimeca 

                  CICC Lay Director 

From the Lay Directors Desk… 

I hope this edition of the Voice finds you and your 
family safe and healthy. 
 
As we leave the Easter season and enter the Ordinary 
time, the longest of the liturgical seasons, I look at the 
green vestments used during this season and they     
remind me of the lush greenery we are seeing develop 
this late spring. This is the season after Pentecost in 
which we focus on the life and ministry of Christ. We 
also focus on the apostles who were instructed to “Go 
out to all the world and tell the good news”. We     
continue this mission of the apostles as Cursillistas; 
continuing to bring others to Christ by making a friend, 
being a friend and bringing that friend to Christ. 
 
I always enjoy the month of June not only because we 
are ringing in the beginning of summer but it also has 
many of my favorite feast days. On June 6, we cele-
brate the Feast of the Most Holy Body and Blood of 
Christ - Corpus Christi. On Friday, June 11 and Satur-
day, June 12, we celebrate the Feasts of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary. My 
parents had a special devotion to the Sacred Heart and 
they would always attend First Friday masses. It is a 
devotion I continue to this day. 
 
 

As we continue the year       
dedicated to St. Joseph, we ask 
him to intercede for us. As he is 
the foster father of Christ, we 
celebrate and remember our  
fathers on June 20. In this issue, 
you will see examples of how 
some churches in our dioceses 
have celebrated their devotion 
to St. Joseph thus far this year. 
 
As three-year terms are fulfilled 
on the Secretariat, we would 
like to express our sincere     
appreciation to Steve and Ellen 
Sanders, our Post Cursillo     
Coordinators and Amy      
Strasburger, our Assistant Lay 
Director. 



Steve and Ellen have coordinated all of our        
Reunion Ultreyas with our weekend teams over the 
last 3 years and since we could not have live      
Ultreyas this past year, Steve and Ellen tried to 
keep the “Fire of the Holy Spirit” burning within 
our movement by conducting monthly Zoom      
Ultreyas. 
 
Jennifer Burger and I appreciate Amy’s great help 
assisting us in our Lay Director duties especially as 
we met frequently on incorporating the new Step 
by Step changes to our weekend. She also was   
instrumental in making sure that our By - Laws 
were up to date. All of you will be truly missed! 
 
We are happy to announce that Louisa LaGrotto 
and Pat Maher have accepted the positions of Post 
Cursillo Coordinator and Assistant Lay Director 
respectively. We welcome them to the Secretariat. 
They both have been active participants in our 
Cursillo movement and they are anxious to serve 
our community. 
 
Welcome aboard! 

The Secretariat has been in close contact 
with St. Joseph’s Retreat and Conference 
Center and has been closely watching 
the recent changes enacted by the State 
of Indiana and the Lafayette Diocese 
with regards to Covid regulations. With 
most of us acquiring the vaccine and  
regulations being eased, we feel that we 
will go forward with our fall weekends. 
There may still be some requirements we 
need to follow but we are praying these 
will be minor and we can proceed in 
having an authentic Cursillo weekend 
once again. 
 
With this being said, our women’s team 
has been ready and are planning their  
refresher formation meetings. The men’s 
team will begin theirs in late July-early 
August. We currently have a waiting list 
for women attendees and have six men 
signed up. It is not too early to consider 
sponsoring someone for the weekend. 
Please pray for our team members and 
those that are planning to attend and 
those discerning if this is the right time 
for them. 
 
On behalf of the Secretariat, we hope all 
of you have an enjoyable summer! 
May the Lord be with you always! 
 
DECOLORES! 
 
Tom Scimeca 

The Prayer to the Sacred Heart 
 
Oh Lord Jesus Christ, to Your most Sacred Heart  
I confide this intention {name petition}.  
Only look upon me, then do what Your love       
inspires. 
Let Your Sacred Heart decide.  
I count on You. I trust in You. 
I throw myself on Your mercy.                        
Lord Jesus, You will not fail me. 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, I trust in You.  
Sacred Heart of Jesus, I believe in Your love for 
me.  
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Your kingdom come. 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, I have asked You for many 
favors, 
but I earnestly implore this one. 
Take it, place it in Your open Heart. 
When the Eternal Father looks upon it, 
He will see it covered with Your Precious Blood. 
It will be no longer my prayer, but Yours, Jesus. 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place all my trust in You. 
Let me not be disappointed.  
Amen. 
 

 



Meet the Current School of Leaders Chairperson… 

Born in Cincinnati, Ohio, to Bruce and Melody Anderson, I 
grew up in a loving household along with my older sister and 
brother. My relationship with God began at an early age after 
spending my second birthday in the hospital fighting spinal 
meningitis which nearly took my life. To this day I remember 
my mom pointing to the scar from the IV on my ankle and 
constantly telling me how grateful she was to God for giving 
me back to her and constantly stating that God has a plan for 
me. 

 

While I grew up Presbyterian, my parents sent me to           
St. Xavier High School and were very supportive of my later 
decision to convert to the Catholic faith. In fact, they were so 
supportive that they eventually converted to the faith prior to 
my mom’s passing because, as my dad said at the time, “We 
want what you, Kelly and your family have in the Catholic 
church.” 

My wife, Kelly Huser Anderson, grew up in Fishers to a big 
Catholic family and it was when we decided to get married 
that I began RCIA. Upon returning to Indianapolis after     
living in different parts of the country, I was able to attend the 
Men’s #104 Fall Weekend. Erv Gulley was my table leader 
and he introduced me to the School of Leaders towards the 
end of the weekend. Following the weekend, the Holy Spirit 
continued to call me and I was able to join the school of   
leaders for just over a year before my time was cut short due 
to a career change and the birth of my twin boys. 

 

I so am grateful to be back with the school of leaders 

and have the opportunity to work with loving and  

caring people who are passionate about their faith and 

the Cursillo movement. Together, we look forward to 

building, developing and implementing a “school of 

leaders” program that will focus on communication, 

education, and active involvement of the Cursillo 

community and the CICC. 

Michael Anderson 
Cursillo # 104 
Table of St. Paul 
St. Simon the Apostle 



Prayer Is….. 
 

Talking to God 
Listening to God 
Powerful 
The key that unlocks all doors 
Turns Faith with Hope for Love 
Opens doors 
The key to Heaven but Faith unlocks the door 
The key to all the treasures of this life and the hereafter 
The key to unlocking God’s prevailing power in your life 
Should be the key in the morning and the lock at night 
The greater work 
Blessings 
The best weapon we possess  
Is the key that opens the heart of God 
Putting oneself in the hands of God 
The best medicine – God is the best doctor 
Aligning ourselves with the purposes of God 
Laying hold of God’s willingness 
Prayer tunes in the soul and awakens the heart,  
          Enabling us to hear him. 

 



 
 
 
 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Some of you may know that I am away in San Antonio  
studying Spanish. I am blessed to have this opportunity  
to learn Spanish so that I can better minister to God’s people. 
 At the end of the eight week program I don’t expect to be 
 fluent by any means, but hopefully able to celebrate Mass  
and have some competency for hearing confessions in  
Spanish  even if I have to stumble through it. Though the other 
priest I work with is very competent in Spanish, I have felt God leading  
me to this. It may not be easy going back to school and not being in parish ministry, 
but it is a challenge I gladly accept knowing it is needed and a part of God’s plan. 
 
When was the last time God was tugging on your heart to do something for him? Did 
you accept the challenge? When we follow what we believe to be God’s will in our 
lives, God will bless us and give us grace that we need to follow Him. We do not need 
to have every answer, but we do need to step out in faith. As society and churches  
continue to open from the corona virus, is there something you can do to help? Does 
your parish need more people to help livestream, bring communion to the sick, reach 
out to people that have not returned to Mass? Find out the needs of your parish, step 
out in faith and God will bless your efforts. 
 
 
                                                   In Christ, 

                                  Fr. Dan Duff 

                                  Spiritual Director  

                                  Diocese of Lafayette  in Indiana                                                                        

 

 



Evangelization 
 

       The Weekends are Coming!!  The Weekends are Coming!! 
This last month’s Ultreya’s topic was Evangelization.  We discussed many varied 
ways to feel more comfortable reaching out to others to share the Good News of 
the Gospel with others and to “Make a Friend, Be a Friend and Bring that Friend 
to Christ.”  Here are some real time suggestions that were shared during the     
Ultreya to be more Bold and Confident… 
      
     Begin with conversation. 
     Start with small talk. 
     Listen and pay attention. 
     Share a SHORT explanation of how Faith has changed your life. 
     Pray with them. 
     Say a quick prayer to the Holy Spirit (in your heart) for guidance and the right 
words. 
     Try to think ahead to prepare yourself with an opening question to open       
discussion. 
     Be interested in their faith history. 
     Live the Gospel in all our piety, study, and action. 
     Ask if they have seen the mini-series “The Chosen”? Recommend it. 
     Ask if they are working on “The Bible in A Year with Fr. Mike Schmitz”?         
Recommend it. 
     Storytelling is a good way to educate. 
     Model a good life by your example. 
     Show joy and happiness. 
     Share things from your Piety, Study and Action. 
     Remember that it is relationship first, as Pope Francis emphasized. It’s not 
about us, it’s about us helping ourselves and others to reflect Jesus. 
     It is more than imitating Jesus … it is an immersion… through Him, with Him, 
and in Him with the Holy Spirit.      Henri Nouwen 
 
Zoom Ultreya 
All Participants 
Sunday, June 6, 2021 



Fear 

                                                           Fear 
  

Fear can be such a cruel Master 
She forces my heart to beat faster and faster 
She gives such a fright that I fall to my knee 
And makes me so scared that I try to flee. 
  
But where can I run to, where can I hide? 
Should I shut others out and flee inside? 
Or face my Fear as an equal friend? 
And know that Her words are not my end? 
  
God calls me to Him to find my rest 
I bring you peace, it’s all for the best. 
My Presence near you will surely outlast her. 
For I am the Lord, your Servant, Your Master. 
 
 
                     Steven Koch -May 2021- 

Steve Koch 
Peoria Cursillo 1027 
Table of St. Felicianus 
St. Malachy Parish, Brownsburg, IN 

 

Jeff Jarboe 
Cursillo # 52 
Table of St Mark 
St Boniface/St Lawrence Pastorate 

Live Ultreya’s in Lafayette… 
 

Church of the Blessed Sacrament 
West Lafayette 

7:00 PM 
June 26 
July 24 



 

Reflection On… 
De Colores – Song on Cursillo Weekend 

 
 

 

                                          

People make all kinds of remarks about this song…from liking it, being annoyed at having to sing it too much, hard to 
sing while walking, we just seem to blare it out…and who can remember all those verses?  What does it have to do 
with Cursillo? Or is it just to let the kitchen know we are coming to meals? 
 
De Colores — means  -“ The Colors”   It speaks to me what Cursillo is about and I love this song.     

In the first two verses, the last line  “DeColores, and so must all love be of every bright color to make my heart 
cry”.  There are moments, events and everyday happenings in my life that ” make my heart cry “. The Words of songs 
can affect us spiritually, emotionally, mentally and physically; especially when they speak to our heart. God provides 
opportunities …God puts us in our environments.  As the seasons change, so do we.  I experience these through    
colors, symbols and words.    A symbol used many times in Cursillo has been the Rainbow.  How many times when it 
rains and the sun is out….do we hope to see or search for a rainbow?  
God said in Gen: 9:13 “I have placed my rainbow in the clouds. It is the sign of my covenant with you and with 
all the earth.    Colors tell us much about our lives. 
 
The Colors in the Rainbow:  Red, orange, yellow, green, blue, purple. 
 I can reference colors with many different meanings.  And as I go through them, allow yourself to feel the effect in 
your own life….and you can probably come up with some of your own.  Here are some attributes to stir you to think 
about your own environments. The first two verses speak of  God’s creation, goodness and treasures.  While these are 
all good….you can see how focusing on the negative may change your reasoning.  
 
Red - love, honor, boldness OR  judgmental, hatred, revenge, division.    
Orange - hope, remembrance, searching OR questioning, distance, change 
Yellow - Calm, refreshing OR jealous. afraid 
Green - growth, energizing, renewing OR envy, ego, false desires 
Blue - calmness, awareness, dreams OR depression, indifference, mistrust 
Purple - passion, desires  OR pride, greed, vanity.   
 
3rd Verse:   Piety * Study * Action  
PIETY:  Joyfully, we will live in God’s friendship because he has willed it.  
God wants to be our friend.  And I have to make time for him and I to be together.  
Our faith gives us so many Spiritual aids that nourish us.  Through them we come to KNOW the 3 persons of the    
Holy Trinity.   I have received the richness of the Sacraments—especially Reconciliation & Eucharist. Through the 
Lenten season of the color purple, we have the Stations. Through the color blue, we have Our Mother Mary in praying 
the Rosary,  
 
Study - Faithfully. We will slake the great Thirsting of Christ the Immortal. 
Christ wants so much for me to come to him. He wants me to seek, to ask and to knock.   He wants my righteousness 
and goodness. .He is calling me to be a saint.  To do this we have to first know him and then keep learning more about 
him. I need to keep nourishing my soul and change my mentality…..It’s that Metanoia we hear about in the Study 

talk. Through the colors of Blue and Red we see his Humanness and Divinity. 
 
Action - Joyfully we will bring to our Savior a harvest of souls. 
What I do for others and  how I lead by my example, not only brings those receiving the benefits, but also those   
serving.  Some people don’t think they have something to offer, but in small ways, anyone can do something.  When I 
am that instrument providing opportunities, including or encouraging others, I am bringing them in union with Christ 
and them the avenue to reach out to others; thereby bringing them those close moments that will cause them to act. 
 



 

Pouring outward the light from within the grace of our infinite God.  
I feel it is such a privilege when someone calls asking me to pray for them or do something specific.  If people 
have that kind of confidence in me - I know that it is only by God’s grace.  I may not be able to heal or help the 
situation completely, but I can ask God’s will be done in what they need and invoke the Holy Spirit’s guidance 
in what I am to pray or do.  If I hide my light, my gifts or talents under a basket…how can I expect God to  
bestow His graces on me? 
 
The Cursillo Motto is to Make a Friend, Be a Friend, Bring a Friend to Christ.  I can apply this to any age 
or any situation, but first I have to apply it to me first. To live in friendship with Christ, to thirst for him and to 
plant the seeds of the harvest.   
  
4th Verse 
Missionaries— of Christ with his courage determined to conquer… 
 
To be a disciple of Christ, I need to do and be what God wants.  I need to put aside the “I can’t” attitude….and 
not be controlled by fear, put downs or indifference.  
 
Cursillistas - who don’t pay attention to human opinion. 
There have been times in my life (and Jim’s) that people have asked why we get involved in things or do the 
things we do?  I wonder if they are yellow with jealousy or green with envy.  We thank God for giving us the 
time, resource, and opportunity to bring enjoyment to others. That was ingrained in us many years ago. When 
someone ask Why?…I say ‘Why not? I am to live to be a blessing to others and an honor to God.  
 
Let the Coward, let the cowards deride us and taunt us, but it is the truth. 
That they really desire the pleasure of being in grace in colors with us.  Repeat.  
 I was asked; How can you stay Catholic and live your faith with what all you have been through?  
Through Cursillo, I have learned that being taunted or persecuted could make me be hateful, seek revenge or 
say things I cannot take back. I have had all kinds of adversity, hurts, and affected by grief in very                
specific situations.   I know that because of cursillo, perseverance, trust, the tools of Prayer, Study and Action 
and my Cursillo groups have taught me how to conduct myself and reflect a Christ like attitude to receive inner 
peace. I let others look to those of us who show by example what it is to live a Christian Life in my 4th day. 
 
Spanish verses…. 
 
And what about the last verse of DeColores?   Barnyard verses about chickens. And in Spanish,  the Spanish 
words are a reminder to us where Cursillo started. The roots of our Movement are important. 
The babe chicks…Christ says to be like children.  Asking who, what, when, where & but mostly why? 

The cluck hen….nurturing, caring, giving unconditional love. 
The roster…allowing our voices to proclaim God is good & Jesus is Our Lord and Savior.    
 
Just as a song has a beginning and an end….The details and process of how our Movement works is             
important.  All the colors of God’s love are needed to make our hearts cry and this is why this song is so      
important to me and to our Cursillo Movement….DeColores!  
 
 

 
 
Virlee Weaver 
Cursillo # 21 May 1977 
Table of Faith 
St. Alphonsus Liguori Catholic Church, Zionsville 
 



                                           Saint Joseph and Cursillo 

Each Pope brings special hallmarks to his papacy. One of the hallmarks of Pope    
Francis’s papacy is a special love for Saint Joseph. Shortly after becoming the 266th 
successor of Saint Peter in 2013, Pope Francis had the name of Saint Joseph included 
in the Eucharistic Prayers we use at Mass. By now we are all familiar with the words 
we pray at every Mass: “Have mercy on us all, we pray, that with the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, Mother of God, and Blessed Joseph her spouse…” Pope Francis made certain 
that Joseph’s role in salvation history and his role as a powerful intercessor not be 
overlooked. 

With his Apostolic Letter, “With a Father’s Heart,” Pope Francis declared December 8, 
2020 – December 8, 2021 as the Year of Saint Joseph. The Pope issued the letter on 
the 150th anniversary of Saint Joseph being named Patron of the Universal Church by 
Pope Pius IX in 1870. 

In his Apostolic Letter declaring the Year of Saint Joseph, Pope Francis describes Saint 
Joseph as “a man who moves about almost unnoticed with a daily, discreet and hidden 
presence who, nonetheless, plays an incomparable role in the history of salvation.” As 
I reflect on those words and that almost hidden role that Saint Joseph played in the life 
of the Holy Family, I think of Cursillo and how beautifully Saint Joseph models the 
ideal of influencing the environments in which we live. 

The quiet, faithful, loving influence that Saint Joseph had in the limited environments 
of the Holy Family’s home in Nazareth and his carpenter’s shop in that obscure town 
had a ripple effect in salvation history. Saint Joseph influenced the very environment 
in which Jesus grew! 

And the same is true of all of us as Cursillistas. We are called to faithfully and lovingly 
influence the places where we live and work with Gospel values. Our efforts to     
evangelize our environments may seem to go unnoticed, but when the final page of  
salvation history is written and God is all in all, we will have the joy of seeing the    
ripple effect that those efforts have had. In this, as in so many things, Saint Joseph is a 
model for our Cursillo movement. 

All the more reason to pray during the Year of Saint Joseph and always, “Saint Joseph, 
pray for us!” 

 

Fr. Todd Riebe 
Spiritual Director 
Archdiocese of Indianapolis 



How Has Your Parish Celebrated  
the Year of St. Joseph? 

St. Mary Catholic Church, Alexandria 
 
      St. Mary Catholic Church, Alexandria (part of the Anderson-Alexandria pastorate) offered a 
parish-wide Novena to St. Joseph that ended on May 1, the Feast Day of St. Joseph the Worker.   
     Some parishioners have done individual, personal Consecrations to St. Joseph. 
     We also recite the Litany of St. Joseph at our Rosary at the Grotto Event held on the 13th of 
each month from May through October.  The middle school kids participated in a retreat on St. 
Joseph.  An article about that program was in the Catholic Moment. 
     Lastly, we have a statue of St. Joseph in the Narthex of our church with devotional candles. 
We encourage folks to pray to St. Joseph and light candles. More to come as our parish cele-
brates its 125th anniversary. 
 
Patty Brooks 
Cursillo # 103 
Table of St. Bernadette 
St Mary Catholic Church, Alexandria 

St. Maria Goretti, Westfield 

 

St. Maria Goretti, Westfield, Indiana has had many 
ways thus far this year to celebrate the Year of St. 
Joseph. Some of our clergy have new vestments 
that have St. Joseph holding Baby Jesus                
embroidered on the front and the back. SMG has 
moved the Statue of St. Joseph closer to the altar in 

the Sanctuary. During every mass, we recite the Memorare Prayer to St. Joseph. We 
prayed the Novena to St. Joseph prior to his Feast Day in March. The Holy Name Society 

recited the Consecration to Saint Joseph after the 
daily rosary prior to Feast Day of St. Joseph the 
Worker. We also distributed cards with the Litany 
of  St. Joseph. 
 

Tom Scimeca 
Cursillo # 80 
Table of St. Blaze 
St. Maria Goretti, Westfield 



St. Joseph Catholic Church, Lebanon 

     January began with a Study on the Consecration to St. Jo-

seph by many parishioners and culminated with the Conse-

cration to St. Joseph on March 19, Feast of St. Joseph and 

was also repeated on May 1 (Feast of St. Joseph the Worker)

for those who were unable to attend the original                

Consecration. 

     March 19 was celebrated with the St. Joseph 

worktable erected in the Gathering Space and still 

remains for the Year of St. Joseph. 

        April was celebrated with the 

contest of  creation of Holy Cards 

made by parishioners.  Many    

entered but these are the        

winners. Cards were made for all 

with the Prayer to St. Joseph on 

the back of each card. 

     In May we received a Holy Card with the     

Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy which    

corresponded with the sermon of the day.  These 

are fruits of Consecration to St. Joseph so we may 

resemble our spiritual father and become Joseph-

like in virtue. 

Beth Doran 
Cursillo # 602 Peoria Diocese 
Table of St. Elizabeth 
St. Joseph Catholic Church, Lebanon 



 

Save the Date…. 
 

Grand Reunion Ultreya 
November 6, 21 – Saturday 

5:00 – 9:00 PM 
Mass at 5:00 PM 

Dinner at 6:00 PM 
Ultreya at 7:00 PM 

Location: 
Holy Name Catholic Church 

Beech Grove 

What a Mighty God We Serve 


