
 

 

       Central Indiana Cursillo Community  November 2022 

 

 

Tom Scimeca 

  CICC Lay Director 

From the Lay Directors Desk… 

I hope all of you enjoyed the beautiful fall weather and 
the colorful foliage – before the surprise snowfall we 
had last weekend. 
 
It was great to see over 100 Cursillistas attend our      
November Reunion Ultreya at Holy Name Parish. We 
had 24 men and 19 women attend our fall weekends. 
Thanks to Aaron Barr and Terie Thompson, our witness 
speakers and all those in attendance welcoming our new 
Cursillistas to our community. 
 
I am happy to announce that Mark Mader and Reba 
James have accepted the call of the Holy Spirit to be our 
spring Rector and Rectora. Please keep them in your 
prayers as they begin forming their teams and searching 
for a Spiritual Advisor. 

. 

With less than 4 months before our next weekends, it is not too early to make a friend, be a 
friend and sponsor that person from your family, parish, workplace or neighborhood to attend 
our next Cursillo weekends – March 2 -5 ( men’s) and March 16 -19 (women’s). Maybe ask 
that prospective candidate to join you in your Friendship Group Reunion. 
 
We have switched to a new communication system using Flocknotes to send out our Cursillo 
announcements. Even though we transferred your information from our former system, we 
did not have your cell phone number for you to receive texts. Having your phone number   
allows us the opportunity to communicate any last minute changes we may have for our 
events - especially if they are cancelled due to bad weather, power outages, etc. So please 
take a few minutes and go to our web site https://www.cursillo-cicc.org/sign-up-for-email to 
update this information today. 



Once again we are faced with increased costs to conduct a weekend. For the four days and the 
three nights, the weekend cost will now be $225.00 which includes a $25.00 non- refundable 
deposit. Your continued support of our movement is truly appreciated. Later in the Voice, 
please read about our Annual Year End Appeal and the ability for your contribution to be 
matched by a generous Cursillista! 
 
On behalf of the Secretariat, I would like to wish you and your families a Happy  
Thanksgiving, a Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 
God Bless and DECOLORES! 
Tom Scimeca 



September 29 – October 2, 2022 
 

New Cursillistas - 

Alvin Mellier, Johnny Swidan, Cory Daly, Dan Weber, Mike Witt,  Fritz Kauffman,                                              

John Oliver, Alex Ramey, John Resley, Jim Kaiser, Steve Colgan, Thomas Mitchel,                                              
Jim Guckien, Aaron Barr, Ed Witulski, Buddy Shea, Jim Kozinski, Kent Trentman ,                                              
Patrick Briggs, John Demerly, Bill Marek,  Michael Delgado, Rodney Retzner,                                                  
Barry Rodricks,  Mike Sassma 

Team Members - 

Fr. Dan Gartland, John Hochstetler, James McNeany, Deacon Mike Braun, Steve Sanders, 
Corky Aiken, Caeser Swidan, Tom Boor, Tom Boor, Chuck Bunnell, Paul Burger,       
Chris Doerr, Bob Durbin, Kevin Edwards, Mick Gillen, Mike Holland, Jim McClure,   
Aaron Mitchel, Jerry Nerburn, Ed Neu, Mike Nulph, Joe Rice, Mark Sassman,           

Mark Scheller, Trey Scruggs, Andrew Swidan 



 

 

 

 

The Men’s Weekend #125 began on the Feast Day of the Archangels: St. Michael, St. Gabriel, 
and St. Raphael. I found this comforting recalling that I sat at the table of St. Michael nearly 20 
years earlier during my weekend, Cursillo #94. 
 
We had a unique weekend in that family seemed to be a theme. Brothers: Dcn Mike and Vince 
Braun served on team. Kayser and his son Andrew served on team as well. We also had 3 fathers 
on team who had their sons attend and one grandfather on team whose grandson attended. God is 
good! 
 
Humility seemed to be the thread that had woven its power throughout the weekend and honestly 
throughout the whole experience. When praying prior to putting team #125 together it was the 
quality that the Holy Spirit told me to seek out in the men to form this team and boy did he  
deliver. Everyone stepped up during the weekend to do their part and the parts of others without 
complaint. It truly was a team effort! 
 
During formation it appeared, during the weekend it appeared over and over. Chuck Bunnell, in 
his Leader’s Rollo shared, “If pride is the source of sin… then humility is the source of all  
virtue.” He also shared a quote from Fr. Cajetan Mary de Bergamo, “There are two special      
virtues which the Son of God wished to teach us and recommended us most earnestly to  
practice – humility and brotherly love.” 
 
We witnessed much brotherly love during the weekend and as I reflect on the weekend our new 
Cursillistas practiced humility as well. 
 
Proverbs 11:2 When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom. 
 
The power of the Holy Spirit is just amazing. So many comments throughout the weekend about 
how everything fit together so nicely. Many commented on how certain main points were 
reinforced at different times over the weekend when least expected, during homilies,  
conversations at meals, and during corridor work. 
 
A special thank you to both Fr. Dan Gartland and Dcn Mike Braun for being so generous of their 
time during both formation and the weekend. What a true blessing to be able to have our new 
Cursillistas be able to get to know these holy men better during their weekend. 
 
De Colores! 
John Hochstetler 
Rector #125 

Men’s Cursillo # 125 



4th row (L-R): April Milner, Therese Brandon, Katie Delgatto, Donna Hemmelgarn,     
Jessica McAllister, Tiffanie Ditlevson, Dawn Sailer, Martha Gutierrez, Becky Rice 

3rd row (L-R): Michele Sapp, Laura Tesdahl, Esther Yochum, Leslie Miskowiec,        
Jackie Wimsatt, Betty Guerrero, 

Kim Zachery, Heather Reynolds, Diana Depinet, Amy Harrity, , Angela Lennox,             
Gina Nulph, Barb Colgan, Carla Stornetta, 

Kerry Schlimgen, Dusty Vignes, Wilma Simmons, Mary Patout 

2nd row (L-R): Katie May, Ashley Hyre, Susie Shereda, Jolaine Hill, Nancy Halsema,   
Lucy Cahill, Terie Thompson, Christine Tragesser, Sandy Glotzbach, Cathy Tupper, 
Chrissy Cook, Heather Bragg, Tracey Aiken, Wenonah Garriott, Mary Kendall,           
Mary Coyle 

1st row (L-R): Eileen Hays, Ellen Sanders, Fr. Dan Duff, Joan Scimeca, Ginny Maher 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cursillo 114 was such a beautiful weekend where we were showered in grace and the love of 
Jesus Christ. We were blessed to have such a joy-filled, fun group of women to journey with 
on our 3-day Cursillo. 
 
We shared this journey with some expected and unexpected characters. Aunt Betty, Betty 
Crocker that is, helped us see our ideal can be revealed through the process of making a  
delicious German chocolate cake. We had glimpses of a leprechaun as we heard stories about 
a faith-filled, but very amusing, Irish father several times throughout the weekend. And we 
had hilarious encounters with The Spice Girls, The Seven Dwarves, and Fr. Abraham, well 
closer to Farmer Abraham, and his many crazy daughters. Oh, and we invited the Tipton Fire 
Department to our dinner on Saturday night, but they declined to stay and missed a 
spectacular meal. 
 
On a more serious note, we learned that our faith should be a celebration, not just an  
obligation. We learned that we can not accomplish the work of God when we carry the 
baggage of sin around with us, especially after we have confessed that sin and been  
absolved. Satan wants us to live in shame instead of the grace of God, but we know we are 
forgiven! And we learned we can carry our Cursillo weekend with us into our 4th Day. 
 
Thank you so much to the Central Indiana Cursillo Community for all your prayers and  
sacrifices, and for welcoming the women of Cursillo 114 so they can grow in piety, study,  
and apostolic action to get to Heaven and take as many people with them as possible. 
 
De Colores! 
Ellen Sanders 
Rectora of Women’s Cursillo # 114 
                                                                                  

Women’s Cursillo # 114  



"Christ is Counting on You" 
 
 
Men’s Cursillo # 125 

 

"My Soul Proclaims the Greatness  
                 of the Lord" 
 
 
Women’s Cursillo # 114 

 

Paintings courtesy of: 
Ward Degler 
Cursillo # 54 
Table of St. Luke 
St. Alphonsus Liguori Church 
Zionzville 



Women’s #114 Witness,  
     Terie Thompson  

Men’s #125 Witness, Aaron Barr  

November 2022- Snap Shots of the Grand Reunion Ultreya in 

Beech Grove, IN, at Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Church – 

Louisa LaGrotto  

Bible Enthronement to begin the Ultreya with song and Holy Scripture.  

Tables of “de colores” reflecting in attendance 102 joyful Cursillistas!  

Our two witnesses reflected on their faith journeys by giving 
us an account of their personal spiritual growth before and 
after making their Cursillo weekends. Their examples of    
making meaningful friendships back in their environments, 
their newfound desire to continue in a life of servant          
leadership and spiritual renewal speak volumes to how all of 
us are touched by the Holy Spirit after such a weekend for 
each one of us. Our community’s presence at our Grand      
Reunion Utreya is a testimony of the Charism of Friendship in 
action, and of how much God loves us all. ¡De colores! 
 Louisa LaGrotto, 
 Post Cursillo Coordinator & MC 
 for the Grand Reunion Ultreya 



 

 

 

 

 

                                                A New Era 
 
We have entered the ‘post pandemic’ world. While the corona virus will most probably       
remain with us much like the flu, life has returned to normal or what many call the ‘new    
normal’. Masks, social distancing, empty Holy Water founts and the careful disinfecting of 
pews after every Mass are things that our youth today will one day tell their grandchildren. 
The post pandemic world is, in many ways, a different world than the world we knew before 
Wuhan, China, was catapulted to world-wide attention in 2019. Supply chain problems,    
poorly staffed businesses and churches that see less than 30 percent of members in attendance 
are all part of this ‘new normal.’ 
 
All of this could be reason for discouragement. Many in our world today have succumbed to 
discouragement. Trusted institutions and politicians have not lived up to the hope many 
placed in them. Without the vision of faith, we, too, could give into discouragement or even 
despair. But with the vision of faith we enjoy, the post pandemic world presents us with      
opportunities to share with the world around us the reason for our hope as Saint Peter          
encourages us to do in 1 Peter 3:15. Our hope has a name. It is Jesus! 
 
One of the things I love most about Cursillo is the joy and the hope that the movement       
inspires. This joy and hope are on full display at Closings and at Ultreyas. Joy and hope are  
witnessed to in the daily lives of many Cursillistas. 
 
The world is in need of joy and hope and we, as Cursillistas, are called to witness to joy and 
hope as never before. A wise person once said that Christianity is caught, not taught. May the 
joy and hope that our faith in Jesus affords us be contagious as we go about the business of 
rebuilding the Church and the world in which we live in this post pandemic world. May we 
take to heart the words we once heard: “Christ is counting on you!” And I would add, “Now, 
more than ever!” 
 
De Colores! 

 
Fr. Todd Riebe 
Spiritual Director  
Archdiocese of Indianapolis  



Yahweh – Breathing Prayer 
September 2022 
Steve Koch 
  

Without ceasing we should pray 

Every moment of every day 

Breathe out, breathe in 

Giving thanks, atoning sin 

  
Declare God’s name but not in vain 

Allow each breath to wax and wane 

With each inhale, accept the Lord 

And all He shares for your accord 

With each exhale, pass God along  

To others who do not hear His song 

  
Take in a deep breath as “Yah…” you speak 

God gives the strength where you are weak 

Breathe out slowly as “…Weh” you avow 

Sharing God’s graces with others here and now 

  
Yah breathe in; Weh breathe out 
Speak in a whisper; do not shout 
Without ceasing we do pray 

With every breath of every day 

  
Yah…Weh… 

Steve Koch 

Peoria Cursillo 1027 

Table of St. Felicianus 

St. Malachy Parish, Brownsburg, IN 



 

                                    2022 Year End Campaign 
 
The mission and ministry of Cursillo in Central Indiana are only made possible by our  
community of members. Our wonderful story and model of mission – make a friend, be a 
friend, bring a friend to Christ – is only possible with your commitment to foster piety, 
study, and action in the church. 
 
I am profoundly grateful for the support so many of you have shown to Cursillo in the past, 
and I invite you to make your impact on Cursillo this year with a gift to our CICC 2022 
Campaign. Your generosity helps CICC continue to inspire the next generation of active 
Cursillistas, provide spiritual development and resources for our members, and ensure that 
Cursillo weekends will continue to make a difference in our parishes and faith               
communities. 
 
As we kick off this year’s annual appeal, I am once again humbled and honored to tell you 
that a Cursillista has come forward and offered to match up to $5,000 in donations! That’s 
right – for every dollar that you contribute, CICC will benefit from a 1-1 match of your gift! 
Therefore, with your help, we could raise $10,000 or more to cover expenses associated 
with our ministry and mission. Please prayerfully consider making a gift to Cursillo         
between now and December 31. 
 
Gifts may be made by check and mailed to the treasurer. Or gifts may be given on-line    
using a credit or debit card. Gifts from Donor Advised Funds (DAFs) or IRAs may also be 
accepted through the Archdiocese of Indianapolis. For more details, please visit our website 
at www.cursillo-cicc.org/donate 
 
I wish you and your family joyous and blessed Advent and Christmas seasons, and good 
health and prosperity for the new year! 
 

 

Decolores 
 

Marty Van Der Burgt, Treasurer                  

                                                                     Mail: 
                                                                     Central Indiana Cursillo Center 
                                                                     c/o Marty Van Der Burgt, Treasurer 
                                                                     3280 Waverly Drive 
                                                                     Richmond, IN 47374  



 
 
 
 
 

Near-Death Experience 
Feature 

By Ward Degler 
 

I am recovering from a serious illness. At one point I may have even gone through a       
near-death experience. That is not a routine topic of conversation. I have talked with       
several people who have plunged to those depths of serious illness and emerged again, but 
not one of them has been willing to talk about it. 
 
And now I understand why. There is something ethereal about the experience,                 
other-worldly even, inexplicable. 
 
A little background. In January, I was diagnosed with bladder cancer, preceded the previous 
October by a serious kidney problem. I began chemo and radiation for the cancer in the 
spring, and at the end of April, infection was added to the mix and I was prescribed          
antibiotics and steroids. 
 
Three days after my final radiation treatment in June, I was admitted to the hospital with a 
raging fever. Diagnoses that followed included 15 different ailments including pneumonia, 
sepsis, anemia, respiratory failure and a mild heart attack. 
 
Doctors worked through my hours of crisis, and in the early morning hours of the third day, 
one of them declared to a daughter, “end of life,” and said family should be notified. 
 
During this time, I was incoherent and delirious. I don’t know whether I heard the doctor’s 
end of life declaration, but I went through the most astounding event I’ve ever experienced. 
It was as though I could hear people talking and realized I was part of the conversation. 
Oddly, the conversation had nothing to do with my illness. Rather, mundane things, the 
stuff of day-to-day chit chat. 
 
At one point, I saw myself standing to one side observing me lying in bed. I think it’s 
called an out-of-body experience. Next, everything got bathed in a mystical light, which 
grew brighter during the experience. 
 
When the light was at its brightest, I was overwhelmed with emotion so intense I panicked. 
My wife and daughter told me later I kept telling them that I had died. Apparently, I became 
so distraught during the night that the medical staff had to put me in restraints. 



 
 
The final part of the experience was the sudden realization that I had to make a choice. I 
had to choose either death or life. I remember yelling that I wanted to live. Desperately, I 
wanted to live. 
 
At the moment of that decision, it seemed that God gave me an assignment. It included  
giving up my perceptions concerning my life – my sense of purpose -- in favor of His plans 
for me. I remember solemnly accepting the assignment. 
 
Beyond the mental part of my illness was the physical sickness. Altogether, I spent 19 days 
in the hospital and another seven in rehab. I went through a cataclysmic loss of physical 
strength, and a complete loss of appetite. It took days of coaxing to get me to eat more than 
a couple bites of anything. 
 
I lost more weight and settled into a mental and emotional fog that took weeks to disperse. 
The main cause of my illness was kidney failure. A tumor in my bladder hindering kidney 
function was removed in March, leaving scar tissue. After it was surgically removed,       
radiation caused more scar tissue, completely blocking the kidney. Both urine and          
medications backed up into the kidney causing the traumatic illness. 
 
I have been ill a few times over the years, but I have never been as sick as this illness 
which may have included a near death experience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I wrote this after I got out of the hospital, around mid July 2022.. 

Ward Degler 
Cursillo # 54 
Table of St. Luke 
St. Alphonsus Liguori Church 
Zionzville 





Lift His Name on High!! 


